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PARISH OF STORMONT : ST MOLUA’S CHURCH 

Rector: The Revd W D Humphries 

St Moluaôs Rectory, 3 Rosepark, Belfast BT5 7RG 

Phone: 9048 2292 

E-mail: Stormont@down.anglican.org 

Associate Clergy: The Revd A P Patterson 

The Revd Canon J J G Mercer,  The Ven. W A Macourt 

Parish Reader: Helen Poots 

Lay Assistants at the Eucharist 

Dorothy McLean 

Noel Donaldson 

 

 

Rector’s Churchwarden 

Rosemary Pulford 

 

People’s Churchwarden 

Alison Wolseley  

 

Rector’s Glebewarden 

Gordon Donaldson 

 

People’s Glebewarden 

Anne Fawcett 

 

Honorary Secretary 

Malcolm Stanley 

 

Honorary Treasurer 

Meta Collinson 

 

FWO Secretary 

Sheila Greenlee 

 

Gift Aid Secretary 

Mary Campbell 

 

Organist & Choirmaster 

Robert Thompson 

THE PARISH OFFICE 

Monday, 10.00amð12.00 noon 

Phone: 9041 9171 

 

Parish Office Secretary 

Sheila Greenlee 

 

 

PARISH WEBSITE 

stormont.down.anglican.org 

 

Parish Webmaster 

Malcolm Stanley 

Phone:  9048 5032 

E-mail: 

molua.stormont@btinternet.com 

 

 

Sexton 

Tom McMinn 

Phone: 9087 4130 

 

 

If a relative or friend is hospitalised 

or very ill, please phone the Rector 

to let him know.   If someone has 

been discharged from hospital, that 

information would also be much 

appreciated. 
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Dear Parishioners, 

The so-called Credit Crunch has 

begun to bite, and there is no 

doubt that millions of people are 

financially worse off today than 

they were this time last year. 

 

Weôve all noticed the rise in our 

weekly shopping bills, and the 

price of oil, gas and electricity has 

risen sharply. 

 

If youôre trying to sell your house, 

the chances are youôre finding it 

difficult, and those who deal in 

stocks and shares will also notice 

a big change. 

 

Yes, weôre all affected by this to 

some extent, and we certainly wish  

that it wasnôt that way. 

 

It is worth making the point, how-

ever, that compared to the great 

majority of human beings living in 

the world today, we are really very 

well off. 

 

Many millions of people do not 

have anywhere near the standard 

of living which we enjoyðand will 

continue to enjoy, despite what we 

anticipate over the next few years. 

 

As well as low standards of living 

for many across the globe, there 

are also those who are starving to 

death, who have no clothes to 

wear, no job to go to, no house to 

live in.  Compared to these peo-

ple, we are indeed fortunate. 

 

At the moment the media are tell-

ing us how badly off we are, but 

instead of feeling sorry for our-

selves, we should count our bless-

ings, and be thankful for all that 

we have. 

 

There is a further point of some 

importance in connection with this 

financial crisis:  While we are all 

concerned about our families and 

households, and making sure that 

we have enough, we should also 

remember our church, St Moluaôs. 

 

Because the plain fact of the mat-

ter is that the church, too, must 

make ends meet as it faces bigger 

bills for electricity and countless 

other matters. 

 

No matter what the current hard-
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ships happen to be, we need to 

make sure that our church is still 

able to do all that it has to doðpay 

for essential services, heat the 

buildings, undertake maintenance, 

and contribute to the work of mis-

sion and charitable causes. 

 

The simple truth is that we cannot 

afford any reduction in our income, 

which barely meets our needs at 

the best of times. 

 

I would ask, therefore, that those 

who have been generous in the 

past would continue to be so, even 

though times are harder for all of 

us. 

 

There are also people in our parish 

who do not use their Freewill Of-

fering Envelopes, nor make any 

other regular financial contribution.  

Sadly, it never ceases to amaze 

me that some people contribute 

nothing to the upkeep of St 

Moluaôs, and yet expect (if not de-

mand) the services of the church 

when they need them. 

 

Perhaps these people will examine 

their consciences before God, and 

help their church to come through 

the present crisis. 

 

Remember, the money we have, 

be it much or little, is not oursðit 

belongs to Godðand he himself 

teaches us that he expects a pro-

portion of that to be given back to 

him through the local church. 

 

I know that those who give to St 

Moluaôs make their giving after 

prayer and reflection, being realis-

tic, thoughtful and generous, and 

this has always been much appre-

ciated. 

 

With Godôs help we will see 

through these harder times. Thank 

you for your continued participa-

tion in Godôs work through our par-

ish. 

 

Your friend and Rector, 

 

David Humphries 

INFORMATION 
 

[Q] How much does it cost 

each week to run the par-

ish? 

[A] About £2,000 (excluding 

the major repairs to our build-

ings, and loan repayments). 

 

[Q] And how much each 

week does the Freewill Of-

fering bring in (including 

standing orders)? 

[A] On average, £1,500. 
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The Services  

at St Moluaõs 

September 2008 

The number in square brackets 

indicates the Sunday of the 

month, e.g.  [1] is the first Sun-

day.  This should help people to 

find a particular Sunday quickly. 

 

 

[1] Sunday 7 September 

Trinity 16 

8.00am Holy Communion 

10.30am Parish Eucharist 

and Dedication Service for mem-

bers of the Ladiesô Guild 

6.30pm Evensong 

 

Monday 8 September 

Birth of the Blessed Virgin Mary 

10.30am Holy Communion 

 

Thursday 11 September 

7.30pm Prayers for Healing 

 

[2] Sunday 14 September 

Trinity 17/Holy Cross Day 

8.00am Holy Communion 

10.30am Matins 

6.30pm Evensong 

 

Thursday 18 September 

7.30pm Prayers for Healing 

 

[3] Sunday 21 September 

Trinity 18/St Matthew 

8.00am Holy Communion 

10.30am All-Age Worship 

6.30pm Holy Communion 

 

Thursday 25 September 

7.30pm Prayers for Healing 

 

[4] Sunday 28 September 

HARVEST THANKSGIVNG 

8.00am Holy Communion 

10.30am Matins 

Preacher: The Revd Canon 

D L Brown, Knocknagoney 

6.30pm Choral Evensong 

 

Monday 29 September 

St Michael & All Angels 

10.30am Holy Communion 
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IMPORTANT ARRANGEMENTS FOR 

HARVEST THANKSGIVING 

Gifts for decorating the church.   Gifts of flowers, fruit and vegetables 

will be most welcome, as always.  The church will be open on the Friday 

and Saturday - you can leave them in the porch, or at the back of the 

church.  Thank you for your help. 

 

Folk to do the decorating.   As always we need as many volunteers as 

possible to help with the decorating on Saturday morning.  Please donôt 

leave it to the faithful few - your help is both needed and appreciated. 

 

Decoration of the church.  This will take place on Saturday (27th) at 

10.00am 

 

Children’s gifts.  It is the tradition in St Moluaôs that the boys and girls 

bring along a gift to the 10.30am service, when there will be an opportu-

nity for them to bring their gift to the chancel steps.  A few pieces of fruit 

would be most welcome; they can be placed in a small basket, or simply 

in a bag.  These gifts will be given to sick people in the parish. 

 

Flowers and fruit for the sick.  After due deliberation we have decided 

that this operation will be considerably curtailed.  The number of sick and 

chronically ill people in the parish has grown out of all proportion to the 

number of people who are prepared to deliver flowers and fruit, and it is 

unfair to place such a heavy burden on a small number of volunteers, 

therefore only the childrenôs gifts will be delivered. 

 

The remaining fruit and vegetables.  Fruit and vegetables will be avail-

able in the Hamilton Hall on Monday morning.  Anyone should feel free to 

take some and leave a reasonable donation with Sheila in the office.  All 

money collected by this means will be given to Christian Aid. 
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Are you ashamed of the worship 

at St Molua’s? 

 

What?   A disgraceful thought? 

 

Then why not invite someone to 

worship with you on 

Harvest Sunday? 
 

Bring someone to church! 
 

Too much trouble? 

Too embarrassed to ask? 

Come on! 

Are you a Christian, or are you not? 

 

Donôt miss the opportunity to introduce someone 

else to the public worship of Almighty God, 

and perhaps to a living faith in Jesus Christ. 

 

THATôS WHAT CHRISTIANITY 

IS ALL ABOUT!!! 
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Saturday 25 October 

 

Women Together 

invite you to another 

 

CHILDREN’S 

CRAFT FAIR 

The last two have been so 

successful and so well sup-

ported that we just had to 

have another! 

 

Full details to follow! 

You are invited to a 

 

SOUP LUNCH 

 

 

 

 
 

in the Hamilton Hall 

on Harvest Sunday 

28 September 

at 12.00 noon 

 

We ask you to pay 

at least what you would 

spend on Sunday lunch. 

 

 

The proceeds of the lunch will 

go to parish funds;. 

 

(The proceeds of the sale of 

fruit and vegetables on Mon-

THINK 
ABOUT IT! 

 

If tomorrow ever 

got here, it would 

be the busiest day 

of the year. 
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CHRISTMAS  FAIR  

  

What???    Christmas Fair???!!! 
 

Yes, thatôs rightðweôre having a meeting about the 

Christmas Fairðand this is a good time to have it! 

 

It will be held on Tuesday 9 September, in the mi-

nor hall at 8.00pm.  We hope that all the stallholders 

will come, as well as others who have anything to do 

with the Fair.  On top of that, anyone else whoôs inter-

ested can come along too! 

 

So why have a Christmas Fair meeting in September?  

Well, this is our biggest fund-raiser of the year, and 

with rising prices, etc. we want to make sure that it remains our biggest 

fund-raiser. 

 

Last year we raised £5,000ðan all-time record for St Moluaôsðand it 

would be nice if we could raise at least that amount again. 

 

So at our meeting weôll take a good look at the Fair and see if there are 

any things we want to change. 

 

Do come along and play your partðwe want your comments and ideas. 

THANKS! 
 

Many thanks to The Revd 

Percy Patterson who pro-

vided emergency cover while 

the Rector was on holiday; 

he also took all the services 

in July. 

DON’T  FORGET 

 
You can sign up for the 

Email edition of CON-

TACT, which is in full col-

our, and usually has more 

photos! 
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GOODBYE 
TO OUR 

LOCAL POST OFFICE 
 

Mrs Holden and her staff have packed up and gone, and the Summer-

hill Post Office is closed.  While this event is being repeated all over 

the United Kingdom in an attempt to make the Post Office ópay its 

wayô, it is quite a tragic happeningðfor two reasons. 

 

First of all, the staff at our Post Office were highly efficient at their job, 

and at the same time courteous to all ï it was a pleasure to go there 

to carry out oneôs business.  Secondly, the Post Office was one par-

ticular type of meeting point for the people of the local community, 

 

Of course, St Moluaôs is another type of meeting point for people, and 

thankfully it will continue for a while yetðeven if it doesnôt always pay 

itôs way!  Nevertheless, in the closure of the Post Office weôve lost 

something important. 

 

In this respect, those in government and in big corporate bodies are to 

be pitied for their short-sighted attitude: if something isnôt making 

money, do the easiest thingðclose it down!  No one ever seems to 

think any furtherðabout how, for example, senior citizens living alone 

without transport are going to get to the next Post Office at Kingôs 

Square, or Dundonald.  In our society, making a big profit always 

seems to come first, with peopleôs needs at the bottom of the list. 

 
Comments welcome! 
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CHILDREN 

WITH GOOD MANNERS 

It seems that the wheel has turned 
full circle: mothers are returning to 
the values of their grandparents, 
and want children with good old-
fashioned manners.  Hooray! 
 
Thus mothers are keen to teach 
their young ones the value of saying 
please and thank you, of telling the 
truth, of table manners, and of giv-
ing up seats for the elderly. 
 
The poll on attitudes to motherhood 
was for M&S Money, the personal 
finance section of Marks & Spencer. 
 
 It also found that three quarters of 
mothers feel it is right to start teach-
ing manners by three years of age. 
 
A third of the mothers polled had 
also started teaching their children 
the value of money, and the impor-
tance of saving, between the ages 
of three and five. Children are en-
couraged to pay into a piggy bank 
or savings account, and earn pocket 
money by doing household chores. 
 
Further, the research discovered 
that it is increasingly mothers who 
take the role of the disciplinarian - a 
reversal of the traditional role. 

ñ...firstly, thank you whoever it was 

who put two buttons on the collec-

tion plate last week.  They turned 

out to be Victorian, and Iôve just sold 

them on E-Bay for Ã800 each!ò 

BIBLE FACTS 

 

 

 

 

In New Testament times, 

washing oneôs hands before a 

meal was an important prac-

tice and was observed as a 

religious duty, especially by 

the Pharisees.  [St Mark 7:3] 

 

In the New Testament, the 

morning meal was a light one, 

and usually consisted of 

bread, fruit and cheese. 

 

In Bible times the Jews did 

not eat with cutlery.  They 

took a sop (a piece of bread) 

and dipped it into the soup or 

dip that was in the centre of 

the table. 
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CRECHE  

ROTA  

 

Sunday  7 September 

Kiz Keers 

Cathy Corbetta 

 

Sunday 14 September 

Judith Stewart 

Jean Hill 

 

Sunday 21 September  

All-Age Worship 

 

Sunday 28 September 

Christine Johnston 

Maureen Henderson 

 

 

A big thank you to all those who 

take their turn on the Creche Rota.  

If anyone else wants to be involved 

in this essential task, or if you want 

any information about the Creche, 

just contact Judith Stewart on  

9752  8975. 

FROM THE REGISTERS 

 

 

 

 

FUNERALS 
16 July 

Jonathan Allen 

7 Kingswood Park 

 

19 July 

Noel Loughins 

10 Upperlands Walk 

As well as those listed above, 

whose names are in our parish 

register, parishioners will also be 

saddened to learn of the passing 

of Mrs Jo Mercer, wife of Canon 

Jack Mercer. 

Jack and Jo were very regular visi-

tors to St Moluaôs up until the be-

ginning of Joôs illness, a few years 

ago.  Jo, who endeared herself to 

many here in Stormont, once re-

marked to the Rector that her vis-

its to St Moluaôs reminded her in 

many ways of St Columbanusô 

Ballyholme, where she and Jack 

spent 34 years of ministry. 

We offer thanks to the Almighty for 

Jo, and for all those with whom we 

have been privileged to walk on 

part of our earthly pilgrimage. 
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WINDOW 

ON THE WORLD 

Crossing the border between 

Gaza and Israel is difficult and 

hazardous.  Those arriving from 

Jerusalem go through the Erez 

checkpoint and then face a 

walk through rubble and the 

shells of destroyed buildings. 

 

Only a few of those who are ill 

are allowed to seek medical aid 

in Israel or the West Bank, so 

the pressure on Gazaôs hospi-

tals continues to grow. 

 

Al Ahli Arab Hospital is an oasis 

of tolerance and hope in this 

dangerous situation.  With over 

80% of the population living 

below the poverty line, the hos-

pital depends on the courage 

and determination of its staff as 

they help all in need of medical 

care. 

 

Despite all the difficulties, the 

hospital continues to treat 

around 3,000 patients per 

month, and sends out mobile 

clinics to those unable to travel 

to Gaza City. 

 

A visitor to the hospital re-

cently commended the staff 

with these words: 

ñIf this hospital 

works, it is because 

the staffðMuslims 

and Christiansð

work unstintingly to 

take care of those 

around them.  I saw 

the message of our 

Christian faith, the 

compassion and love 

of our fellow human 

beings, there on the 

front line, unsegre-

gated and blind to 

the difference.  I saw 

the world that I 

would like my chil-

dren to see.ò  
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Northern Ireland 

Handy Van Service 
Supporting older people 

to live independently in their homes 

 
Providing support, boosting confidence 

Many older people need some support to remain living independently in 

their own homes.  There are also those who feel scared to leave their 

homes or answer the door to strangers.  Through the HandyVan service, 

Help the Aged provides peace of mind to older people by making their 

homes more safe and secure, thereby boosting confidence and independ-

ence, and reducing the risk of loss through burglary. 

 

An assessor will visit all clients at home to discuss their needs and 

provide them with information on all the services offered. 

 

Making a referral 

If you are an older person and you are concerned about your home safety 

or security, OR you are aware of an older family member, friend or 

neighbour who may need the service, then ring HandyVan for further infor-

mation about this free service. 

 

Free fitting of home security products and minor repairs 

HandyVan provides and fits a range of security products in clientsô homes.  

It is primarily aimed at older people who meet the Help the Aged criteria, 

and no charges are made for labour or the products installed.  The range 

of products installed includes: 

 

  ƻ Smoke alarms 

  ƻ Door chains 

  ƻ Mortice locks 

  ƻ Mortice bolts 

  ƻ Window locks 

  ƻ Door viewers 

  ƻ Locks for uPVC doors and windows 

  ƻ SeniorLink 
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Important Information 

HandyVan fitters always carry photo identification cards and arrive by ap-

pointment. 

 

REMEMBER to: 

  Ʒ Always ask for identification; 

  Ʒ Secure your door chain if you have one; 

  Ʒ Make sure you are happy that the caller is genuine be -

       fore letting a stranger into your home. 

 

For information on 

HandyVan 

in Northern Ireland, call 

0845 026 1055 
or email:  handyvan@help the aged.org.uk 

The Northern Ireland HandyVan Service is run by Help 

the Aged, who requested the assistance of St Moluaôs to 

inform parishioners and others about this service. 

Sunday 7 September, 10.30am 

 

PARISH EUCHARIST 
and 

Annual Service of the Ladies’ Guild 
 

We do hope that all members will be present on this important occasion. 
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8 September 

Birth of the 

Blessed Virgin Mary 

In both eastern and western 
churches, Mary has always been 
held as pre-eminent among all the 
saints.  The unique, extraordinary 
privilege of being the mother of the 
One who was both God and Man, 
makes her worthy of special hon-
our. 

The Gospel accounts of St Matthew 
and St Luke give Mary most men-
tion. St Luke even tells the story of 
Jesusô infancy from Maryôs point of 
view. Her Song, or Magnificat ap-
pears in St Luke 1:46-55. 

 

 

 

 

The virginal conception of Christ is 
clearly stated in the Gospel ac-
counts. But after Jesusô birth, Mary 
fades quietly into the background. 
During Jesusô public life, she is 
mentioned only occasionally, as at 
the wedding at Cana. 

She reappears at the foot of the 
Cross (the Gospel according to St  

HOLY DAYS 
this month 

John), and is given into Johnôs 
care. In the early chapters of Acts. 

Mary is with the Apostles, and re-
ceived the Holy Spirit along with 
them at Pentecost. But her role 
was not the active one of teaching 
and preaching. 

 

14 September 
Holy Cross Day 

On Holy Cross Day the Church 
celebrates the Cross as a symbol of 
triumph, as the sign of Christôs vic-
tory over death. Holy Cross Day 
goes right back to 14 September 
335, and we have the mother of a 
Roman Emperor to thank for it. 

Helena was a devout Christian, and 
after her son, Constantine, was con-
verted, they agreed that she should 
travel from Rome to Israel, and 
seek out the places of special sig-
nificance to Christians. 

Of course, much of Jerusalem had 
been destroyed by the Romans 
around 135 AD. But even so, He-
lena finally located what she be-
lieved to be the sites of the Crucifix-
ion and of the Burial (and modern 
archaeologists  
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think she may well be correct). The 
sites were so close together that 
she built one large church over 
them - the Church of the Holy Sep-
ulchre.  That church, built in hon-
our of the Cross, was dedicated on 
14 September 335. 
 
The sign of the Cross has been 
used by Christians since early 
times.  
 
 
What is its significance? Well, peo-
ple often put their initials or some 
sort of personal mark on some-
thing to show that it belongs to 
them. The Cross is the personal 
mark of our Lord Jesus Christ, and 
we mark it on ourselves as a sign 
that we belong to him. 
 
Even in the book of Revelation, we 
read that the servants of God are 
ósealedô or ómarkedô on their fore-
heads as a sign that they are his. 
  
A preacher once put it this way: if 
you were explaining to someone 
how to make a cross, you would 
say: "Draw an I.ò That is you 
standing before the Lord, saying, 
óhere I amô.  
 
Then cancel that vertical stroke 
with a horizontal stroke ï as if to 
say: ñLord, I abandon my self-will 
and make you the centre of my life 
instead. I abandon myself to your 

love and service.ò 
 
On Holy Cross Day, we recall Je-
susô wonderful promise: ñAnd 
when I am lifted up, I will draw all 
men unto me.ò (John 12:32) 

21 September 

St Matthew 
 

St Matthew was 

one of 12 apos-

tles, but he be-

gan as a publi-

can, i.e. a collec-

tor of taxes for 

the Romans, 

before he left all 

at the call of Christ.  From earliest 

times he was regarded as the au-

thor of the first account of the 

Gospel.  His usual emblem as an 

evangelist is a man, because his 

genealogy emphasised the family 

ties of Christ. 

 

 

29 September 

St Michael & All Angels 
 

Michael is an 

a r c h a n g e l , 

whose name 

means ñwho is 

like unto God?ò  

He makes various appearances 

throughout the Bible, from Daniel 

to Revelation. 

 

In Daniel he is óone of the princesô 

of the heavenly host, and the spe-

cial guardian of Israel.  In Revela-

tion he is the principal fighter of 

the heavenly battle against the 

Devil. 
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THE 
BIG 
BIBLE 
QUIZ 

BIRDS & ANIMALS 
Answers on another page 

[1] In the blood of which ani-

mal did Josephôs brothers 

dip his coat? 

[2] What birds did Jesus say 

were sold, two for a penny? 

[3] Which animals did the 

Prodigal Son end up feed-

ing? 

[4] Which animal did the writer 

of psalm 42 liken himself to 

in his longing for God? 

[5] What did Samson discover 

had made their nest in the 

carcass of a lion? 

[6] Which bird returned to 

Noahôs ark with a freshly 

plucked olive leaf in its bill? 

[7] Which creature is associ-

ated with evil in the Book 

Genesis? 

[8] To what animals does Je-

sus compare people in St 

Matthew 25? 

[9] Which birds brought food to 

Elijah as he hid by the 

Brook Cherith? 

[10] Soaring up with wings like 

which bird did Isaiah pic-

ture those who trust in 

God? 

[11] What two creatures did 

Jesus accuse the scribes 

and Pharisees of straining 

out and swallowing respec-

tively? 

[12] Which animal spoke to Ba-

laam while he was on his 

way to curse Israel? 

[13] In Exodus 16, with what 

birds did God feed the Isra-

elites during their time in 

the wilderness? 

[14] What did Abraham sacrifice 

to God instead of his Son? 

[15] Which animals licked up 

the blood of King Ahab af-

ter his death? 
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THE 
BIG 
BIBLE 
QUIZ 

HERE ARE THE ANSWERS! 

 

1. Josephôs brothers dipped 

his coat in goatôs blood  

(Genesis 37:31) 

2. Sparrows were sold two for 

a penny (St Matt. 10:29) 

3. The prodigal son ended up 

feeding pigs (St Luke 

15:15) 

4. The writer of Psalm 42 

likened himself to a deer 

(v.1) 

5. Samson discovered that a 

swarm of bees had made 

their nest in a lionôs car-

cass (Judges 14:8,9) 

6. A dove returned to the ark 

with a freshly plucked olive 

leaf (Genesis 8:8-11) 

7. The serpent is associated 

with evil in Genesis (3:1-5)

Jesus compared people in 

St Matthew 25 with sheep 

and goats (vv.32,33) 

8. Ravens brought food to 

Elijah (1 Kings 17:2-7) 

9. Isaiah spoke of soaring up 

with wings like eagles 

(Isaiah 40:31) 

10. Jesus accused the scribes 

and Pharisees of straining 

out a gnat and swallowing 

a camel (St Matt.13:24) 

11. Balaamôs ass, or donkey, 

spoke to him (Numbers 

22:28-30) 

12. The Israelites ate quails 

during their time in the 

wilderness. 

13. Abraham sacrificed a ram 

i nstead of  his son 

(Genesis 22:1-14) 

14. Dogs licked up the blood 

of King Ahab after his 

death (1 Kings 22:38) 

WELL, HOW DID YOU DO? 

Do you pay Income Tax? 

If so, do you óGift Aidô your subscription to the parish? 

If not, do you realise how much money we could get from the Inland 

Revenue if you do?  (At no extra cost to you!) 

 

If you óGift Aidôðmany thanks! 

If you donôtðPLEASE speak to Mary Campbell, or phone Sheila at the 

Office.  It makes a lot of sense! 
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WHAT ABOUT HEAVEN? 

A rector was visiting a man who was very ill. At the foot of the 
stairs the sick man's wife whispered apprehensively, 'Say some-
thing hopeful to him - not about heaven and all that'. We tend to 
imagine heaven as something remote and less real than this 
life. However, C S Lewis in The Great Divorce describes a 
heaven where everything is more solid than on earth, with flow-
ers like diamonds and leaves heavier than sacks of coal. So 
what are the important questions to ask about the reality of 
heaven? 
 
What is heaven like? 
Importantly, heaven is being in the presence of God and his 
Son Jesus Christ. 'Now the dwelling of God is with men, and he 
will live with them. They will be his people, and God himself will 
be with them and be their God' (Rev 21:3). This also means an 
end of all insecurity, pain, suffering, sin, death and evil (Rev 
21:4). As a result we will worship and be united with all God's 
people; this is what we were created for - 'to glorify God and to 
enjoy him forever'! 
 
What will we be like? 
When sharing in the community of heaven, how will we recog-
nise each other? Just as Jesus' followers were able to recog-
nise him after his resurrection, so we shall know one another. 
We will have 'spiritual bodies' appropriate to the life of heaven. 
But it will be knowledge on a deeper level, with fuller love and 
understanding than we have ever known before. 
 
Where is heaven? 
 Is heaven simply 'pie in the sky when you die'? As a sphere of 
existence outside of time and space, it is better to think of it as 
'a dimension of present reality' (Bishop Tom Wright). Indeed, 
the Holy Spirit is the 'deposit guaranteeing our inheritance' (Eph 
1:14), giving us a foretaste of heaven in the present. 
 
Who will be there? 
Jesus is clear about heaven, 'For God so loved the world that 
he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him 
shall not perish but have eternal life.' (John 3:16). If we enjoy a 
relationship with God today, we can look forward to the fuller 
experience in heaven. However, God simply underlines our 
choice if we reject him now! We live in a real world with real 
choices; what we choose today affects our lives now and in 
eternity! 
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SAVING MONEY!  
The Credit Crunch is a good reminder to us all not to waste 

moneyðparticularly where energy is concerned.  Our environmental 

policy helps us to be careful of this anyway, but at this time we 

should double our efforts. 

 

No, weôre not asking parishioners to go without heat and lightð

weôre simply asking them not to waste these things.  Here are a few 

points which organisations might like to think about. 

 

Ʒ At the end of your session, appoint someone to make sure 

 that there is no water left running in kitchen or toilets, and 

 that ALL lights and Hamilton Hall fans have been turned off. 

 

Ʒ Donôt just come into the hall and turn on all the lights in the 

 place.  Think:  Do we actually need ALL the lights?  If you 

 really do, thatôs okay, but if you donôt, then just turn on the 

 ones you need. 

 

Ʒ How much water is used for coffee on a Sunday morning - 

 a whole boiler full, or just half a boiler full, or even less?  If 

 thereôs too much water in the boiler, remove some before 

 you boil it up! 

 

Ʒ If your organisation is not meeting on a certain evening, e.g. 

 at half-term, make sure you warn Tom or Sheila in advance, 

 so that weôre not burning oil to heat an empty hall. 

 

These reminders may seem petty to some people, but weôd all 

be careful at home, so letôs be just as careful at the church.  If 

everyone takes the trouble to see to these matters, we can save 

both energy and money! 
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THE 

‘GAY’ DEBATE 
 

The so-called ñGayò debate 

has been in the news a lot re-

cently, and it threatens, of 

course, to split the Anglican 

Communion, of which the 

Church of Ireland is an impor-

tant part. 

 

The matter has already been 

given attention at our Bible 

Study Group (ñForumò) at St 

Moluaôs, (as have many other 

moral and ethical issues), but 

recently there were two re-

quests for more information. 

 

I believe that to debate the 

matter properly requires a de-

tailed discussion, the content of 

which would not be entirely 

appropriate for a Sunday ser-

mon; nevertheless, I am very 

much of the opinion that the 

necessary information for peo-

ple to prayerfully make up their 

minds should be available; 

there is obviously more than 

one Christian opinion, and it is 

most certainly not a óblack and 

whiteô issue. 

 

At the moment I am preparing 

a short paper which will soon 

be available for all those who 

want itðand indeed, I would 

encourage as many people as 

possible to read it. 

 

I would also be interested to 

know how many people would 

be prepared to attend a special 

forum on the subject. 

 

If you are interested in this, 

please place your name and 

telephone number on the ap-

propriate sheet in the church 

porch.  If I decide to go ahead 

with such an idea, there will be 

an announcement in church. 

 

INFORMATION 

Did you know that at St Moluaôs we pay for our water? 

Yes, every drop of water we use has to be paid for.  

All churches have water meters and are in the same 

boat! 
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PRAYERS 

FOR HEALING 

Thursdays, 7.30pm 
 

The Sick Book should be up-

dated for the first session on 

Thursday 11 September. 

 

If you wish prayer to 

be continued for some-

one whose name was 

written in the book ear-

lier, find the personôs 

name, strike it out, and 

re-enter it on the most 

recent page, giving up-to-date de-

tails of the personôs condition.   

 

Remember, Christian name only, 

to preserve anonymity.  We would 

encourage this updating process 

on a regular basis. 

CHURCH OPEN DAILY 
 

Remember, St 

Molua’s is open 

daily for private 

prayer and medi-

tation. 

 

You can use either the church it-

self, or the chapel, and we would 

certainly encourage all our people 

to use the building for this pur-

pose. 

 

The only time the church is closed 

is during school holidays.  Sadly, it 

has suffered a fair degree of van-

dalism during these times. 

That brighten each dayôs living - 

We praise thee, and our hearts are 

filled 

With joy, and with thanksgiving. 

 

The pride thatôs found in work well 

done, 

The love of those who care, 

The peace of mind, the sweet con-

tent 

That comes with quiet prayer. 

 

We thank thee, God, for blessings, 

The big ones and the small; 

Thy tender love and mercy 

That guards and keeps us all. 

 

The fresh awakening of joy 

That comes with morning light, 

The sunlit hours to fill the day, 

And restful sleep at night. 

 

The hope, the beauty, and the 

love 

A THANKSGIVING PRAYER 
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ALL 

ORGANISATIONS 

PLEASE NOTE: 
 

The church and Parochial Hall 

complex will be closed from 

Monday 11 May until Friday 

15 May 2009, in order to ac-

commodate an international 

gathering of the Mission to 

Seafarers. 

 

Most organisations will have 

stopped by this time, as it is 

well after Easter, but it will af-

fect a few of our long-running 

groups. 

 

The parish should feel privi-

leged that we have been asked 

to host this gathering of leaders 

from around the world, organ-

ised by Canon Douglas God-

dard, a former Curate-Assistant 

of this parish. 

 

During the course of the year 

we will give more details about 

the Mission to Seafarers, and 

the Conference. 

CHILDREN 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

It must be obvious to all our people 

by the way St Moluaôs treats its chil-

dren that we regard their role as 

important, we welcome and appreci-

ate their contribution to the life of 

the parish, and we respect them as 

members of todayôs Church. 

 

We know, therefore, that parents 

will not be upset when we remind 

everyone of a few of the parishôs 

ñunderstandingsò which the Select 

Vestry has put in place in order to 

ensure our childrenôs safety. 

 

Children are not allowed in the 

kitchen or on the stage. 

 

Once Sunday School and the 

10.30am service are finished, chil-

dren are the responsibility of those 

who brought them to church. 

 

We would ask parents to monitor 

their childrenôs behaviour in the 

Hamilton Hall at coffeeðas most of 

them diligently do. 

 

The continued observation of these 

understandings will help to secure 

everyoneôs safety on the premises. 
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As parishioners are probably 

aware, every parish event is 

photographed in order to re-

cord it for posterity.  Last 

month the Rector placed a 

huge number of photos on the 

notice boards in the church 

porch, and these have at-

tracted much attention and 

raised comment. 

 

A few years ago we had an 

exhibition of photos relating to 

the early years of the parish, 

but we are now filing away 

photos of much more recent 

times. 

 

If you have any photos or par-

ish events or people taken 

within the last twenty years, 

we would be interested in bor-

rowing them to scan them. 

 

Please donôt give them to the 

Rectorðwho is more than 

likely to mislay them!  Give 

them to Sheila, who will keep 

them safe. 

 

And by the way, if your photo 

isnôt included on the notice 

board, donôt get upsetðjust 

mention to the Rector, who 

will be happy to arrange the 

taking of your photo right 

away! 

PHOTOS 

Poems, Prayers & Little Meditations 

For the past twelve months weôve been gathering the above 

which have either been composed by parishioners, or pro-

vided by parishioners, who have thought them to be worthy of 

collection and to be of use to others. 

 

We are now starting to put them into a booklet; any further 

samples will be welcomeðbut before the end of the month, 

please. 



28 

COPY DEADLINE 

FOR OCTOBER EDITION: 

Sunday 14 September 

THE 

PARISH LIBRARY 

 

Open after each 

10.30am service. 

 

Have you browsed yet? 

Go onðgive it a try! 

DID YOU KNOW THAT 

YOU CAN PAY YOUR 

FREEWILL OFFERING 

BY STANDING ORDER? 
 

Lots of people do! 
 

All it takes is a word with Sheila 

or Mary, who will be happy to 

sort it out. 

 

Advantage to you: 

You donôt forget. 

 

Advantage to the church:  

We receive the income 

regularly, even if you canôt 

come to church. 

GETTING TO THE 

POST OFFICE 
 

Now that the Summerhill Post Of-

fice is closed, some people might 

have difficulty getting to a Post 

Office. 

It might be that lifts could be ar-

ranged once a week to take peo-

ple to the Dundonald branch. 

If you think you could benefit from 

this service, place your name on 

the list in the church porch. 

 

LADIES’ GUILD 
 

The Ladiesô Guild commences 

after our summer break on Sun-

day 7 September when we have 

our service of dedication at 

10.30am. 

 

Our first meeting is on Thursday 

28 September at 2.30pm, when 

we will be very pleased to wel-

come Mrs F Cromie, a very enter-

taining speaker, on ñTravel is 

Fun.ò 

We hope to have a good atten-

dance on both these occasions, 

and we cordially invite new mem-

bers to join us. 


