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ñKids on a train.ò 

Some of the children who went to Portrush 

with their mothersðmembers of our 

parish organisation, ñWomen together.ò 
Photo: Alison Wolseley 
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PARISH OF STORMONT : ST MOLUAôS CHURCH 

Rector: The Revd W D Humphries 

St Moluaôs Rectory, 3 Rosepark, Belfast BT5 7RG 

Phone: 9048 2292 

E-mail: stormont@down.anglican.org 

Associate Clergy: The Revd A P Patterson 

The Revd Canon J J G Mercer,  The Ven. W A Macourt 

Parish Reader: Helen Poots 

Lay Assistants at the Eucharist 

Dorothy McLean 

Noel Donaldson 

 

 

Rectorôs Churchwarden 

Rosemary Pulford 

 

Peopleôs Churchwarden 

Alison Wolseley  

 

Rectorôs Glebewarden 

Gordon Donaldson 

 

Peopleôs Glebewarden 

Anne Fawcett 

 

Honorary Secretary 

Malcolm Stanley 

 

Honorary Treasurer 

Meta Collinson 

 

FWO Secretary 

Sheila Greenlee 

 

Gift Aid Secretary 

Mary Campbell 

 

Organist & Choirmaster 

Robert Thompson 

THE PARISH OFFICE 

Monday, 10.00amð12.00 noon 

Phone: 9041 9171 

 

Parish Office Secretary 

Sheila Greenlee 

 

 

PARISH WEBSITE 

stormont.down.anglican.org 

 

Parish Webmaster 

Malcolm Stanley 

Phone:  9048 5032 

E-mail: 

molua.stormont@btinternet.com 

 

 

Sexton 

Tom McMinn 

Phone: 9087 4130 

 

 

If a relative or friend is hospitalised 

or very ill, please phone the Rector 

to let him know.   If someone has 

been discharged from hospital, that 

information would also be much 

appreciated. 
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Dear Parishioners, 

 

From time to time we hear from 

former parishioners, now living 

outside Northern Ireland, and it is 

a joy and a privilege to catch up 

with their news, or to learn how 

their earlier life among the Chris-

tian community here in St Moluaôs 

has meant so much to them as 

they continue their pilgrimage 

through life. 

 

It is also encouraging to realise 

that CONTACT continues its 

monthly progress around the 

world, both by Email and Air Mail, 

showing others how we live out 

the faith here in a suburb of a 

small city on the very edge or 

Europe. 

 

Freda Wright, who communicates 

frequently from Winchester, very 

much enjoys keeping in touch 

through CONTACT, and relates 

how much her time at St Moluaôs 

meant to her and her family. 

 

Many people will be interested to 

know that Fredaôs daughter Lind-

say, who spent her formative 

years at St Moluaôs, now teaches 

in New York University, and has 

two children: her adopted Chinese 

daughter Gemma, and her natural 

son Julius.  Lindsay still has a 

deep love for Northern Ireland and 

would love to return one day. 

Gemma and Julius 

 

If you are in touch with former pa-

rishioners, whether they be rela-

tives or friends, and have informa-

tion about them, please tell us.  

Keeping in touch with such people 

is an important part of our contin-

ued Christian living. 

 

Your friend and Rector, 

 

 

David Humphries 

FROM THE  

RECTOR  
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The Services  

at St Moluaõs 

October 2008 

Thursday 2 October 

No Prayers for Healing 

 

Sunday 5 October 

Trinity 20 

International Day of 

Prayer for Jerusalem 

8.00am Holy Communion 

10.30am Parish Eucharist 

6.30pm Evensong 

 

Thursday 9 October 

7.30pm Prayers for Healing 

 

Sunday 12 October 

Trinity 21 

8.00am Holy Communion 

10.30am Matins 

6.30pm Evensong 

 

Thursday 16 October 

7.30pm Prayers for Healing 

 

Saturday 18 October 

St Luke the Evangelist 

10.30am Holy Communion 

Sunday 19 October 

Trinity 22 

8.00am Holy Communion 

10.30am All-Age Worship 

with the distribution of prizes to the 

children of the Sunday School 

6.30pm Holy Communion 

 

Thursday 23 October 

7.30pm Prayers for Healing 

 

Sunday 26 October 

Last Sunday after Trinity 

Bible Sunday 

8.00am Holy Communion 

10.30am Matins 

6.30pm Evensong 

 

Tuesday 28 October 

St Simon & St Jude 

10.30am Holy Communion 

 

Thursday 30 October 

7.30pm Prayers for Healing 

 

Saturday 1 November 

Feast of All Saints 

10.30am Holy Communion 

 

Sunday 2 November 

4th Sunday before Advent 

8.00am Holy Communion 

10.30am Matins 

6.30pm Compline 

and the Reading of the Names 

in the Book of Memory 
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LONE PENSIONER ALLOWANCE 

 

If you are over 70, live alone and pay rates, you are entitled to a Lone 

Pensioner Allowanceðwhich may give you as much as 20% discount on 

your rates.  This is not means tested, so it does not depend on income or 

savings. 

 

To find out more, contact the helpline number: 0845 300 6360.  If you rent 

your home, you should contact the Housing Executive on 0844 892 0902. 

BIG CHANGES 

TO RURAL DEANERIES 
 

The Rural Deaneries in the Diocese of Down & Dromore have been 

changed, and in some cases boundaries have been re-drawn; it ap-

pears that they are now called Area Deaneries. 

 

Formerly part of the Dundonald Rural Deanery, the Parish of Stormont 

is now in the Area Deanery of Lagan, and the new Area Dean is the 

Revd John Auchmuty, Rector of Knock. 

 

The Rector would take this opportunity to remind parishioners of the 

excellent support given to St Moluaôs over the years by the outgoing 

Rural Dean, Canon Walter Laverty.  It was Canon Laverty who man-

aged the parish during the interregnum of 1993, and he has always 

been available to the Rector for help and advice; we will miss his calm, 

unflappable and reassuring manner. 

 

We offer our prayers and best wishes to the Revd John Auchmuty, 

and we hope to see him in the pulpit of St Moluaôs before too long. 

COPY DEADLINE 

FOR NOVEMBER EDITION: 

Sunday 12 October 
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INTERNATIONAL 

DAY OF PRAYER 

FOR JERUSALEM 

 
Instituted with the endorsement of 

hundreds of Christian leaders from 

around the world, representing 

tens of millions of Christian people, 

the International Day of Prayer for 

Jerusalem will be held on Sunday 

5 October. 

 

The call is for sustained, fervent, 

global intercession for the plans 

and purposes of God for Jerusa-

lem and all her people.  This 

prayer initiative coincides with the 

Jewish season of Yom Kippur. 

 

The goal of the organisers is to 

have, by 1 October, 175 participat-

ing nations, and a Prayer resolu-

tion has been drawn up as follows: 

 

¶ Understanding that we are 

children of Abraham by faith, 

the ñwild olive branchò 

grafted into the root of Godôs 

covenant (Romans 11:17-

26), and, 

¶ Recognising that God has 

kept his word to Abraham 

and his descendants and 

settled them in their home-

land again, according to the 

word of the prophets (Amos 

9:14-15 and Ezekiel 36, 

and, 

¶ Recognising that we have a 

Biblical mandate according 

to Psalm 122 and other 

scriptures to seek the good 

and prosperity of Jerusa-

lem, and, 

¶ Affirming that Godôs love 

and intended blessing is for 

all nations and peoples, and 

that we have goodwill and 

love for all mankind, includ-

ing all inhabitants of the 

Holy Land, and desire the 

peace of this entire region, 

¶ We call upon all men and 

women of prayer...to set 

aside the first Sunday in 

October, near the season of 

Yom Kippur, as the Day of 

Prayer for the Peace of Je-

rusalem. 

 

What is Yom Kippur? 

In English this is the Day of Atone-

ment, the most solemn and impor-

tant of Jewish Holy Days, in which 

the aim is to reconcile human be-

ings to God. 

 

Yom Kippur is therefore a strict 

day of rest and fasting, with total 

abstension from food and drink, as 

well as bathing and washing.  The 

wearing of white clothes at this 

time is traditional, intended to 

symbolise oneôs purity. 
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Summer schools in Bethany 

Making a real difference 

Over the summer the 

McCabe Educational 

Trust linked up with the 

charitable teaching or-

ganisation, Unipal, to 

send a team of five ex-

perienced volunteer 

teachers from the UK to 

run summer schools at 

the Jeel al Amal Boys 

Home in Bethany. The 

objective of the pro-

gramme was to help the 

children with their English and also to have to fun in arts and crafts ses-

sions. 

 

Activities included making puppets and collages, cooking (the Palestinian 

children were particularly interested to experience English cuisine!) and 

painting and drawing. Much fun was had by all, as the boys at Jeel 

painted a large mural on the playground wall. The teachers also accompa-

nied the children on trips into Jerusalem and to Bethlehem and Ramallah. 

 

The work of the Trust and the generous support of our parishioners here 

at Stormont, all became worthwhile when the teachers saw the smiles on 

faces of the children, and the sense of achievement that comes from 

knowing that we are all making a real difference to the lives of these kids. 

Please remember that our special fund for the children 

of Jeel al-Amal is always open, and you donôt have to 

wait for a special fund-raising initiative in order to con-

tribute.  Just put your contribution in an ordinary en-

velope, mark it ñJeelò and put it on the collection plate 

or give it to Sheila or the Churchwardens. 
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The number of people in the UK 
who celebrate their 90th birthday 
grows larger year by year. Nearly 
half a million people in the UK will 
be doing so in 2009! The actual es-
timated number is 460,000 men and 
women. 
 
This is up from 360,000 in the year 
2000, itself an increase from 
250,000 in 1991. The rate of in-
crease in numbers was especially 
high in the 1990s, averaging 12,000 
a year, but since the 21st century 
dawned we have still been adding 
11,000. 
 
Nearly three-quarters, 74%, of 
those who are 90 or over are 
women, a percentage which is 
dropping owing to the greater lon-
gevity of more and more men. The 
percentage of women was 81% in 
1991. 
 
It is possible that as many as 18% 
of those 90 or over have a Christian 
commitment, one in every 6, al-
though many will not be able to get 
to church, as they will be living in 
residential homes, or needing trans-
port. 
 
In a survey of older Christians un-
dertaken a few years ago, in which 
over 200 90-year olds participated, 
many said they still kept reading 
their Bible, and many watched the 
BBC Sunday programme Songs of 
Praise, finding it a spiritual experi-
ence. 
 
 

NINETY 

YEARS OF AGE! 

Virtually half, 49%, of all 90-year 
olds went to Sunday School back 
in the 1920s, and many will still 
remember the hymns they sang 
then and the Bible verses they 
had to learn by heart.  
 
How can we help these older peo-
ple bring their faith alive, espe-
cially when it has been dulled by 
years of nominalism or even ne-
glect? There is an urgency also - 
only 10,000 of 90-year olds will 
celebrate their 100th birthday. 
 
Over the years, several people 
from St Moluaôs have lived to 
reach the age of 100, the most 
recent of whom was Mrs Jemima 
Moates, a very active lady in her 
old age, who died just a few years 
ago. 

DONôT  FORGET 

 
You can sign up for the 

Email edition of CON-

TACT, which is in full col-

our, and usually has more 

photos! 

 

This  month our colour 

photos will include those 

taken at the recent Holy 

Land Reunion Dinner, at-

tended by pilgrims from all 

our Holy Land tours. 
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More photos from the ñWomen Togetherò day out at Portrush - 

one of the very few nice days of the summer, as can be seen 

from Judithôs sun glasses! 
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BIG DINNER 

ATTENDED BY 

ST MOLUAôS FOLK 

AND OTHERS 
 

A Holy Land Reunion Dinner was 

held last month at the Park Ave-

nue Hotel, which was attended by 

a good number of pilgrims, repre-

senting all of our Holy Land pil-

grimages so far. 

 

The meal was superb, as was the 

company, and the jovial atmos-

phere was enhanced by stories 

retold and events remembered. 

 

Many folk brought their photos, 

which helped to trigger the memo-

riesðafter all, the first Holy Land 

BREAD ALONE 

 
What did you pay for bread this 

time last year?  Thousands of peo-

ple are so appalled at the increase 

in the cost that they have taken to 

baking their own.  Sales of electric 

bread machines have increased 

considerably this year. 

 

Does anyone in St Moluaôs bake 

their own bread?  If so, we would 

be interested to hear of your ex-

periences and how you learned to 

do it.  Please let us know how 

youôre getting on! 

pilgrimage was thirteen years ago! 

 

Photos were tastefully arranged in 

all sorts and sizes of albumsðbut 

special mention must be made of 

the album compiled by Malcolm 

Stanley, a pilgrim on the 1998 

tripðthis album was outstanding! 

 

That particular year was a year of 

many unusual eventsðwe had 

snow on the Golan heights, a 

sandstorm in Jerusalem, and a 

storm in the boat on the Sea of 

Galilee. 

 

It was also the year we played 

ñShove Shekelò on the tables in 

the lounge of the hotel!  Ahh, the 

memories come flooding back... 

Why are there copyright no-

tices on most of the sheets we 

get in church? 

As most people are aware, the 

version of the Psalter which we 

use in church is no longer in the 

Book of Common Prayer; there-

fore the words are reproduced on 

a sheet.  The words are copyright 

(as are all the words in the cur-

rent Prayer Book), so we are now 

required by law to place a copy-

right notice against any reproduc-

tion.  The copyright is held by the 

RCB for the Church of Ireland. 
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DO YOU KNOW? 

 

Are you aware that at every Eucharist (Holy Com-

munion), when everyone has received, the remain-

ing consecrated bread and wine must be con-

sumed? 

 

There is a very good reason for this.  No one leaves precious things lying 

around in case of theft, damage or misuse.  So it is the same way with the 

consecrated elements of bread and wine.  It is important that the surplus 

is dealt with in ways that honour the meaning that we give and receive 

from them.  

 

In St Moluaôs, this act of consuming the leftover bread and wine takes 

place at the same time as the ócleaningô of the vessels and the tidying-up 

of the altar; this whole process is usually referred to as ñThe Ablutions.ò 

Bible Sunday this year falls on 26 
October, when church-goers around 
the world will pause to reflect on just 
what the Bible has meant in their 
lives. 

This year's theme is Buried Treas-
ure?, which is based on Psalm 119. 
To mark the day, Bible Society is 
encouraging Christians to share the 
'treasure' in two ways. 

One is to take part in Bible Monday 
- Bible Society's Bring Your Bible to 
Work Day - the day after Bible Sun-
day. (All is explained in the DVD on 
offer on Bible Society's website at 
www.biblesociety.org.uk/.) 

 

BIBLE SUNDAY 
Celebrating our óBuried Treasureô 

The other way is to share the Bi-
ble's treasures by helping some-
one to buy their own copy of the 
Bible. This year, Bible Sunday 
gifts will provide Bibles for disad-
vantaged young people - like 
those at Jamaica's Sidewalk Sun-
day Schools. (Featured in the 
DVD.) 

Bible Sunday was launched by 
Bible Society 104 years ago, on 6 
March 1904. Soon it was adopted 
into the church liturgical year. Fol-
lowing the liturgical revision in the 
late 1990s, Bible Sunday was 
moved to October. 
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CRECHE  

ROTA  

 

Sunday  5 October 

Judith Stewart 

Heather Cherry 

 

Sunday 12 October 

Cathy Corbetta 

Elaine Hamilton 

 

Sunday 19 October 

All-Age Worship 

 

Sunday 26 October 

Claire Barrett-Ferris 

Liz Keers 

 

 

A big thank you to all those who 

take their turn on the Creche Rota.  

If anyone else wants to be involved 

in this essential task, or if you want 

any information about the Creche, 

just contact Judith Stewart on  

9752  8975. 

 NEWS FROM THE 

LADIESô GUILD 

Having had our annual dedication 

service on the first Sunday of last 

month, our first Guild meeting in 

October is on Thursday 9th when 

our own Dr Joyce Forsythe will tell 

us of her experience of living and 

working in the Far East.   

 

Thereôs always a big crowd for 

one of our own, so we hope that 

this tradition will continue. 

 

At the second meeting, David Da-

vies will tell us all about his work 

as a French polisher and a re-

storer of antique furniture.  David 

spoke to the Mensô Society last 

year and was asked to óplease 

come back!ô 

 

So here are two first-class speak-

ers for the Guild this month; do 

come along and support themð

and new-comers, of course, are 

always welcome. 
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WORLD FOOD DAY 
16 October 

 
 
World Food Day is on Thurs-
day 16th October. Its aim has 
always been to focus public 
attention on the world food 
problem, which this year has 
been making headlines as food 
prices soar worldwide. 
 
Families throughout the coun-
try are finding it a challenge to 
keep those grocery bills down, 
and so this month we invite our 
readers to write in with their 
favourite way of saving money 
on food. Do you have a favour-
ite recipe for using up left-
overs? Have you converted 
part of your garden to growing 
vegetables? Do tell us!  
 
World Food Day began back in 
1945, and marks the founding 
of the UN Food and Agriculture 
Organisation. Despite the ef-
forts of many countries to re-
duce poverty in the last 63 
years, sadly people continue to 
die of starvation every day. 

HOLY LAND NEWS 
 

We are going to 

the Holy Land next 

year with 29 peo-

pleðthe largest 

group so far. 

 

Some people were disappointed 

this time round, because the book-

ings came in so quickly that we 

had to close after a few weeks.  

The result is that we already have 

nine people on a waiting list for 

2010. 

 

So, in case you want to join those 

nine,  we can tell you that the 

dates are 4-14 May 2010.  Anyone 

on the waiting list will be sent bro-

chures as soon as they are avail-

able, but the booking for 2010 

wonôt open until Monday 11 May 

2009! 

 

Throughout the world, Holy Land 

pilgrimages have now returned to 

the level of popularity they had in 

the 1990s, before the Palestinian 

uprising and the Intefada. 

 

People sometimes ask if it is safe 

to go there.  Well, itôs as safe as 

anywhere else in the world; the 

main area of trouble is the Gaza 

Strip, and our pilgrim parties donôt 

go anywhere near that area; we 

have never seen any trouble. 

THANK YOU 

To all who helped in any way 

with the Harvest Thanksgiving 

services, lunch, preparations, 

decorating, music, etc.  It is in-

spiring to see how well our peo-

ple work together. 
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HOLY DAYS 
this month 

St Luke the Evangelist 

October 18 

 

To St Luke, a 

gentile, we 

owe a beauti-

fully written 

Gospel ac-

count, and the 

Acts of the 

Apostles.  He 

was a Greek 

physician, a 

disciple of St 

Paul, a com-

panion on 

s o m e  o f 

Paulôs mis-

sionary jour-

neys, and an inspired writer. 

 

St Lukeôs account of the Gospel 

focuses on the compassion of 

Christ.  It contains some of the 

most moving parables, such as 

the Good Samaritan and the 

Prodigal Son.  This, with his em-

phasis on poverty, prayer, and 

purity of heart,  make up much of 

his appeal to the gentiles, for 

whom he wrote. 

 

Women figure more prominently 

in St Lukeôs account of the Gos-

pel that in any other: look out for 

the extended story of the Virgin 

Birth, and stories of Mary, Eliza-

beth, and the woman who was a 

sinner. 

 

In Acts, one of his principal 

themes is how the early Chris-

tians moved away from Jerusa-

lem into the pagan world, and 

especially to Rome.   

 

St Luke is the patron saint of 

doctors, surgeons and artists 

(due to his picturesque style of 

writing).  His symbol is an ox, 

sometimes explained by his ref-

erence to sacrifice in the Temple. 

 

St Simon & St Jude 

October 28 

 

St Jude warns us in his epistle 

that not all óevilô comes in the 

form of obvious ghosties and 

ghoulies.  He writes instead to 

warn the Christians of the greater 

danger of people who infect oth-

ers with heresy and moral failure.   

 

According to western tradition, St 

Jude and St Simon went to 

preach the Gospel in Persia, 

where both were martyred. 
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PARISH OF STORMONT : ST MOLUAôS CHURCH 

 

You are invited to a 
 

BEETLE 

DRIVE 
 

in the Hamilton Hall 

on Friday 10 October 2008  

at 7.45pm 

Tickets £5.00 - including supper 

(children £3.00) 

 

Come along and enjoy the parish familyôs 

best-loved social event! 

 

Tickets are available in advance, 

to ensure you get a table. 

 

+++  Proceeds to the orphans of Jeel al-Amal  +++ 
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THE 
BIG 
BIBLE 

FAMILY TIES 
Answers on another page 

[1] Whose wife was turned into 

a pillar of salt when Sodom 

was destroyed? 

[2] Who was King Saulôs lame 

grandson? 

[3] What was the name of the 

synagogue leader whose 

daughter was healed by 

Jesus? 

[4] What was the name of the 

Apostle Peterôs brother? 

[5] How many daughters-in-

law went into the Ark? 

[6] How many wives did the 

patriarch Jacob have? 

[7] What was the name of 

Saulôs daughter who mar-

ried King David? 

[8] Name Naomiôs two daugh-

ters-in-law. 

[9] In Genesis, which couple 

pretended to be brother 

and sister rather than hus-

band and wife? 

[10] Which of Noahôs sons was 

olderðShem or Japheth? 

[11] Who was the youngest of 

Jacobôs sons? 

[12] Which Old Testament char-

acter buried his wife in the 

field of Machpelah near 

Mamre? 

[13] In the New Testament, 

Elizabeth was the wife of 

which priest? 

[14] Jesus healed the mother-in

-law of which Apostle? 

[15] Whose son was told by 

God to build an ark? 

[16] How many sisters did King 

David have? 

[17] Who was born firstðEsau 

or Jacob? 

[18] Who was the sister of Je-

susô friends Lazarus and 

Mary? 

[19] What was unusual about 

Jacobôs wedding day? 

[20] What was the occupation 

of Mosesô father-in-law? 

[21] Who was the mother of 

King Solomon? 

[22] Who rebuked King David 

when he killed Uriah in or-

der to take his wife? 

[23] Which patriarch gave his 

brother lentil stew? 

[24] Whose baby leaped in the 

womb when her cousin 

visited her? 
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THE 
BIG 
BIBLE 
QUIZ 

[1] Lotôs wife 

[2] Mephibosheth 

[3] Jairus 

[4] Andrew 

[5] Three 

[6] Four 

[7] Michal 

[8] Ruth and Orpah 

[9] Abraham and Sarah 

[10] Japheth 

[11] Benjamin 

[12] Abraham 

[13] Zechariah 

[14] Peter 

[15] Lamechôs son 

[16] Two 

[17] Esau 

[18] Martha 

[19] He married the wrong 

woman 

[20] Priest 

[21] Bathsheba 

[22] Nathan 

[23] Jacob 

[24] Elizabethôs 

 

WELL, HOW DID YOU DO? 

NO ONE HAS TOLD US YET! 

PENS AND DIARIES FOR SALE 
 

We bought them for the Christmas Fair, but at the rate theyôre selling, 

there wonôt be any left by the time the Fair comes round! 

 

The diariesðor Monthly Monitors as theyôre calledðare just brilliant!  The 

proceeds from the sale of these is for parish funds.  See them in the Ham-

ilton Hall after the 10.30 service. 

 

The pens have to be seen to be believed!  The money from these goes to 

Jeel al-Amal.   In six different colours, these beautiful metallic pens are 

even better than the ones we sold last year!  These are also on sale in the 

Hamilton Hallðbut only while stocks lastðwe wonôt be re-ordering! 

 

Excellent for Christmas presentsðget yours now!  Donôt delay! 
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PARISH OF STORMONT : ST MOLUAôS CHURCH 

 

 

Halloween 

Children«s Craft Fair 
 

 

Saturday 25 October 

 

2.00pmð4.00pm 

 

in the Hamilton Hall 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Adults £2.00 (includes refreshments) 

 

All crafts at pocket money prices 
 

Come along and enjoy the fun! 
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Dear Mr Humphries, 

 

Thank you very much for the 

donation of £200 from your 

church which we received re-

cently. 

 

Your interest, prayers and finan-

cial support are hugely impor-

tant to us and the persecuted 

Christians we serve, so please 

pass on our thanks to the  peo-

ple of St Moluaôs at the next ap-

propriate time. 

 

Prayer and action for perse-

cuted Christians are what we 

believe are called for in the 

scriptures:  ñRemember those in 

prison as if you were their fellow

-prisoners, and those who are ill

-treated as if you yourselves 

were suffering.ò  [Hebrews 13:3] 

 

Your interest, prayers and sup-

port are a valuable expression 

of concern and compassion for 

fellow-Christians around the 

world. 

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

Sue Ward 

(Supporter Relations Officer) 

Please continue to pray for 

Daniel and 40ï other evan-

gelists in Indonesia, who 

have been put in jail be-

cause they prayed for Mus-

lims.  Many of these people 

are the parents of young 

children. 

 

Pray for three congrega-

tions made homeless when 

the authorities sealed their 

church compound in West 

Java.  The compound has 

now been destroyed by the 

local authorities. 

 

A religious tolerance rally 

was disrupted by Islamist 

radicals in Indonesia, who 

beat the participants with 

sticks.  This is symptomatic 

of the lack of religious lib-

erty in the country.  Pray 

that the authorities may 

take note. 
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WE NEED MORE VOLUNTEERS FOR 

BOTH CRECHE AND SUNDAY 

SCHOOL. 

 

This is a vitally important matter. 

 

We cannot run these organisations properly without 

adequate staffing. 

 

Could God be calling you to help in one of these de-

partments?  Have you ever seriously considered this? 

 

As a parish family, it is our CHRISTIAN DUTY to pro-

vide the facilities these children require. 

 

Success or failure in this respect is down to us, and we 

canôt blame failure on anyone else. 

 

Would you please search your conscience, pray about 

this, and see what God is saying to YOU. 

 

If you want to help, speak to the Rector, or to Judith 

Stewart for the crèche, or to Jenny Black for the Sun-

day School. 

 

If you give this matter serious consideration and re-

spond according to what God puts in your heart, thank 

you! 
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BOOK REVIEW 
by Ruth Baker 

Thomas, already burdened with 

having to provide for his mother 

and the rest of the family as well 

as his own, is inexorably drawn 

into dubious money-making 

schemes, and Celia feels power-

less to intervene. 

 

Freda, the elder daughter, is ob-

sessed with appearances and her 

own needs and desires.  She is 

horrified at the prospect of having 

to earn her living as a teacher or 

in an office.  Douglas spends his 

time in the attic, happily absorbed 

in scientific experiments.  Ruth is 

a romantic, loves all things medie-

val, and is trying to write a novel. 

 

There are other characters, all 

recogni zableðthe sp i te f u l 

neighbour, Thomasô embittered 

mother, Mr Knightôs pathetic, self-

deluding wife...There are echoes 

of Jane Austen here, and the skill 

of a consummate story-teller. 

 

The novel builds up to a powerful 

climax; there is no conventional 

happy endingðjust one that takes 

a fresh look at the things that 

really matter in life. 

 

Dorothy Whipple was a popular 

novelist of the 1930s and ó40s.  

This particular one (1934) was 

made into a successful film.  Per-

sephone Books have recently 

started to republish her works. 

ñThey Knew Mr Knightò 

by Dorothy Whipple 

(A forgotten novelist) 

 

The Blakes are a happy middle-

class family living in a modest 

semi-detached house in the sub-

urbs of an English town.  Enter the 

Devil in the guise of an unscrupu-

lous financier and bon viveur Laur-

ence Knight. 

 

Thomas Blake, an inherently hon-

est man, and Knight come to-

gether by oure chance, but their 

meeting unleashes a chain of 

events that has profound and shat-

tering consequences on the lives 

of each member of the Blake fam-

ily. 

 

Central character Celia, devoted 

wife and mother, is a product of 

her timeðthe period between two 

world wars when a womanôs place 

was in the homeðbut from the first 

she is wary of the man who has 

captivated her husband with  his 

riches and money-grabbing phi-

losophy. 
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SAVE 

IT!  

Saving oil, electricity 

and water is absolutely 

vital if the parish is to 

avoid getting into seri-

ous debt. 

 

Prices have escalated 

far beyond the capability 

of our Freewill Offering 

to pay our service bills. 

 

Everyone can help.  Use 

these services wisely; if 

you find the hall is too 

warm, report the matter 

to the Parish Office. 

 

Make sure all taps are 

turned off properly. 

 

Donôt use all the lights if 

you only need a few of 

them. 

 

Think! 

PLANNING FOR 

CHRISTMAS FAIR 

ALREADY UNDER WAY. 

 
Thank you to all those who 

turned up at the first planning 

meeting for the Christmas 

Fair.  Most stalls and activities 

were represented, and sev-

eral new possibilites were dis-

cussed. 

 

The Fair will be held on Sat-

urday 29 November, 

10.00amð12 noon. 

 

Although it is early days yet, 

the one matter that came 

across clearly was the neces-

sity to appeal for more cakes 

for the Cake Stall. 

 

Many of those who supplied 

cakes in the past are no 

longer able to do so, and we 

will need to work hard to sup-

ply this stall. 

 

If you wish to volunteer in the 

respect, please phone Sheila 

at the office; the more cakes 

we have, the more money we 

will make, as cakes always 

sell. 
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THE HOLY LAND REUNION DINNER 


