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FROM THE

RECTOR

Dear Parishioners,

Alice Sahhar, founder of the Jeel
al-Amal Home in Bethany, passed
away last month in a hospital in
Jerusalem.

Alice was a unique Christian
woman who gave her life to chil-
dren. No one who met her could
fail to be inspired by her attitude of
love and care for the many boys
and girls she looked after, and by
her determination to give them the
best upbringing possible.

The peopl e of St

card on the Sunday following the

news, on behalf of all our pilgrims,

to be sent with our expression of

sympat hy to Al i
Samar, and all the boys and girls

at Jeel, who have also lost their

mother.

Aliceds uniguenestg
simply cannot be replaced, but
she was overseer of a large, dedi-
cated staff, who we know will work
hard to fill the gap, for the sake of
the children.

The best way we can remember

Alice and thank God for her life is
to continue the work she started,
by raising money to keep the
homes open, and by daily remem-
bering the children and workers in
our prayers.

Please remember that the Jeel
Fund is always open, and that do-
nations, of any size, may be made
at any time. Just make the
cheque out to St
on the envelope,

Your friend and Rector,

Modvawald s ays Pplgince'd a
If you are caring for others, God
cares for you;

c Asyau givaldyaur lffentd athers,
God blesses you;

As you pour out your love, God
pours His love to you ;

God bless and guide you,
S means that she

God strengthen and refresh you.
May God give you courage and
hope,

So that His dear loving care is
revered through you.



The Services
at St Mo

November 2008

Sunday 2 November
4th Sunday before Advent
8.00am Holy Communion
10.30am Parish Eucharist
6.30pm Compline
and the Reading of the Names
in the Book of Memory

Thursday 6 November
7.30pm Prayers for Healing

Sunday 9 November
Remembrance Sunday
8.00am Holy Communion
10.30am Matins
and Act of Remembrance.
Preacher:
The Revd Percy Patterson
6.30pm Evensong

Thursday 13 November
7.30pm Prayers for Healing

Sunday 16 November
2nd before Advent
8.00am Holy Communion
10.30am All-Age Worship
6.30pm Holy Communion

Thursday 20 November
7.30pm Prayers for Healing

Sunday 23 November
Sunday next before Advent
8.00am Holy Communion
10.30am Matins
6.30pm Evensong

Thursday 27 November
7.30pm Prayers for Healing

Sunday 30 November

ADVENT SUNDAY
8.00am Holy Communion
10.30am Matins
6.30pm
A Procession for Advent
A special liturgy with Advent
readings, prayers and music.

COPY DEADLINE
FOR DECEMBER EDITION:

Sunday 9 November
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Saturday 29 November
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10.00amd 1.00pm
Adults £1 : Children free!
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Cakes : Tea & Coffee : Tombola : Gifts
Wrapping Paper : Christmas Cards : Pens : Diaries
tocking Fillers : Work Stall : Jewellery : Bric-a-Brac
Books : Records : Sweets : Crisps : Drinks
Decorations : Bath & Beauty
Childrends Novelties

Santa Claus in his Grotto
and much more!
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A time for all the
family!
Come along and
join in the fun!
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THE GAY DEBATE

Our meeting to debate the subject
went ahead as planned, at the
very end of September. A very
good number of people turned out,
and the matter was debated in an
atmosphere of complete friendli-
ness and calm, without anyone
getting excited.

This says a lot about the people of
St Mol uaés, t hat
to sit down and discuss a serious
and controversial subject in a true
Christian manner.

For those who asked for printed
information and have not yet col-
lected it, you can do so at the Par-
ish Office, or from Sheila after
church.

CRAFT FAIR
The Chil drenbd
Craft Fair is late in the
month, so at the time of
going to print
taken place.
We 6 | | have a f
the December CONTACT,
thoughd so be sure to
read it!

U

THANKS TO ALL FOR A
MEMORABLE HARVEST

A big thank you to all who assisted
with arrangements for the Harvest
Thanksgiving, held this year on
the last Sunday in September.

Gifts of flowers, fruit and vegeta-
bles were in abundance, as were
the folk to do the decoratingd
including some of the kids, who
did a brilliant job!

The choir excelled themselves,
and a great many people com-
mented on the very moving an-
them.

Then Women Together treated us
to a wonderful soup lunch in the
Hamilton Hall.

Quite a few visitors were present,
both in church and at the lunch,
which was lovely to see, and we
ended the day with Choral Even-

I$aNg, agaimmathevisitors present.

All-in-all, a very memorable Har-

i Vest Thaksqving. vy e t

fiWe donot have
Isatbpﬂrfeﬁﬂhfts

If the organisations give us
the report s,

weg o6 | |



HOW THE POPPY APPEAL BEGAN

The first donations for artificial poppies were given in Britain on 11
November 1921, i nspired by John
Fields. o

Some of the bloodiest fighting of World War One took place in the Flan-
ders and Picardy regions of Northern France. In the aftermath of the
War 6s tot al devastation the only
the poppy. McCrae, a doctor serving there with the Canadian Armed
Forces, wrote these verses about what he saw:

In Flandersdéd fields the poppies bl
Between the crosses, row on row,

That mark our place: and in the sky

The larks, still bravely singing, fly

Scarce heard amid the guns below.

We are the dead. Short days ago

We lived, felt dawn, saw sunset glow,
Loved and were loved, and now we lie

In Fl andersdé fields.

Take up our quarrel with the foe;

To you from failing hands we throw

The torch; be yours to hold it high,

If ye break faith with us who die

We shall not sleep, though poppies grow
I n Flanderso6 fields.

In Britain Major George Howson, a young infantry officer, formed the Dis-
abled Society, to help disabled ex-Servicemen and women from World
War One. Howson suggested to the Legion that members of the Disabled
Society could make poppies and the Poppy Factory was subsequently
founded in 1922.

The original poppy was designed so that workers could easily assemble it,
and that principle remains today. More than 70% of Poppy Factory em-
ployees have a disability or chronic illness.
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STRESS
RUNS IN THE FAMILY

Stressed parents may be making
their children more likely to fall ill,
according to recent research at
the University of Rochester in
New York. The total number of
illnesses was significantly higher
in the children of parents who
reported high levels of emotional
stress.

ARE YOU ADDICTED
TO THE INTERNET?

Do you, or someone you love,
find it hard to be away from the
computer for any period of time?
Be carefuld you (or they) could
be heading for a very real addic-
tion, according to research by
Oregon Health and Science Uni-
versity.

The number of people worldwide
who are addicted to the internet
has reached a staggering level,
according to psychiatrists. Ease

of access to Email and websites
for gaming, gambling and por-
nography share a heavy part of
the blame.

The result? Internet addiction is
becoming recognised as a clini-
cal disorder.

WHAT REALLY
FRIGHTENS YOU?

What do you worry about on a
daily basis? For one in five of us
it is NOT climate change or ter-
rorist attack; instead it is our-
selvesd our health, or future lack
of it.

Recent research from BUPA has
found that we worry most about
getting cancer, heart disease, or
obesity. But just worrying about
it can actually harm us, leading to
sleepless nights or increased al-
cohol consumption.

Instead, BUPA recommends a
visit to the GP, regular exercise,
confiding in friends, a balanced
diet, and caffeine and alcohol
reduction.




- 11 NOVEMBER - TIME FOR A
90th anniversary of LIGHT MOMENT

the end of the

First World War A former Bishop of Exeter was

rather absent-minded. One day

he went by train to take a Confir-

On the eleventh hour of the elev- mation Service in a nearby town.

enth day of the eleventh month When the ticket-collector asked to

in 1918, the First World War see his ticket, he c
ended. This November marks

the 90th anniversary of the end . . .

of The Great War, and the Royal The kindly ticket-collector said:

British Legion is honouring the ibondt worry, My L
memory of the War's heroes who you are. o The
with a unique tribute. It is plant- pl i ed, doivibuyt bedause

ing a Flanders' Field of Poppies Wwithout t he ticket

in the ground where they fell. where 16m going.o
The Royal British Legion is invit- . . . .
ing people to join 'our salute' by A A A A
sending a personal message,

which will be written on a poppy.
You are invited to participate THE CEREMONY OF THE

either by ringing 0845 8451945, ADVENT WREATH

or by visiting the website http://

www.poppy.org/content/ The Lighting of
Flanders-Field-1114.shtml for an the Advent
online order service. Wreath begins

The poppies will be planted be- of Advent Sun-
side the Menin Gate Memorial day, 30 Novem-
at Ypres for Armistice Day on ber, at
11 November. The British Le- 10.30am.

gion urges: "Help us to create
this tribute, and our special Flan-
ders' Field will be awash with
scarlet."

The ceremony is always per-
formed by the children of our
Sunday School, and is one of the
many ways in which we bring the

children fully into our liturgy and
worship.



http://www.poppy.org/content/Flanders-Field-1114.shtml
http://www.poppy.org/content/Flanders-Field-1114.shtml
http://www.poppy.org/content/Flanders-Field-1114.shtml

ADVENT
comes from
the Latin
‘AD VENTO’
which means
‘ARRIVAL’

In advent we
celebrate
Jesus’ birth
and look
forward to
the time
when Jesus
will come
again.

A Long Journey
Luke 2:1-20

The Best Gift Of Al
John 3:16

God's Promise
Isaiah 9:6-7

R

An Angel Messenger
Luke 1:26-38

Make this Advent
calendar to count down
the four Sundays
before Christmas

1. Cut out the front of
the calendar. 2. Ask an
adult to cut around the
thick lines of each window
with a craft knife, then fold
them open aleng the
dotted lines. 3. Put glue on
the back of the calendar
around the edge and stick
onto card. 4. Cutout the

-l pictures and glue onto

the backing card behind
each window. 5. Punch
holes in the fop and hang.
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THE
GREATEST THING
IN ALL THE

WORLD

The greatest thing in all the

world - is? Different people
would complete this sentence

according to their outlook and

hopes and ambitions.

For the Christian the greatest
thing in all the world is - the
love of God. It is the biggest
thing, the most powerful thing,
the longest -enduring thing, for
God himself IS love. Tucked
away in John's First Letter are
the three words 'God is
love' (4:16). What truth in a
few words! What profundity in
simplicity! What theology in
nine letters!

Of course God's character is
also holiness, righteousness,
justice, mercy, unchangeable-
ness. But there is something so

beautiful, so simple, so imme-

diate
God is love.

The well -known incident in the
life of Professor Karl Barth il-
lustrates the theme. At the

height of his power and influ-

ence as the world's greatest

in these three words -

13

Christian theologian, Barth
was asked, during a lecture
tour in America, what was the

most important truth he had

discovered. He thought a mo-
ment and then said. 'Jesus
loves me this | know, for the

Bible tells me so.'

And it is the Bible that tells us

this. All the books of the Bible

are employed to show us this
great truth. Historians, psalm-

ists, biographers, prophets,
apostles and evangelists join,
from Genesis to Revelation,
each to tell us in their own
words that God is love.

The love of God is a biblical
theme with many variations.
Paul talks about the love of
God in four dimensions; its
length, and breadth, and
height, and depth (Eph.
3:18). John puts it another
way when he says that in God
'there is no darkness at all' (1
John 1:5).

There is no darkness in the
love of God! It is utterly pure
and holy, like a perfect dia-
mond without a flaw. Not only
is the love of God without sin,
it is without stain or shadow
or suspicion. In it there is no
ambiguity, no compromise,
no moral indifference, no hid-
den agendas. God loves us
with a holy love, a love that
cares and sympathizes and



pays the price of our salvation
for it led our Lord to the cross.

It is this combination of love
and light that meets us in our
meditation when we turn the
pages of the Bible.

The God who loves us with an
everlasting love dwells in 'the
light unapproachable' (1 Tim.
6:16) and so we are led to
worship him.

Hear what the psalmist says.
'Exalt the Lord our God and
worship at his foot-
stool' (99:5).

The prophet concurs. 'The
high and lofty One whose
name is holy' (Is. 57:15). The

cherubim add their confirma-

tion. 'Holy, holy, holy, is the

Lord of Hosts' (Is. 6:3).

As we listen to Jesus praying
he says. 'Holy Father' (John
17:11). And the hymns of the

Apocalypse have the same
theme. 'They rest not day or

night, saying, Holy, holy, holy,

Lord God Almighty' (Rev.
4:8).

Love's height is love's holi-
ness. God is light! God is
truth! God is love! And he
loves you and me!

CRECHE

Sunday 2 November
Maureen Henderson
Claire Barrett-Ferris

Sunday 9 November
Cathy Corbetta
Elaine Hamilton

Sunday 16 November
All-Age Worship

Sunday 23 November
Judith Stewart
Liz Keers

Sunday 30 November
Heather Cherry
Christine Johnston

A big thank you to all those who
take their turn on the Creche Rota.
If anyone else wants to be involved
in this essential task, or if you want
any information about the Creche,
just contact Judith Stewart on
9752 8975.




HOLY DAYS

this month

November 1
Feast of All Saints

All Saints, or All Hallows, is the
feast of all the redeemed,
known and unknown, who are
now in heaven. When the Eng-
lish Reformation took place,
the number of saints in the cal-
endar was drastically reduced,
with the result that All Saints'
Day stood out with a promi-
nence that it had never had
before.

This feast day first began in the
East, perhaps as early as the
5th century, as commemorat-
ing 'the martyrs of the whole
world'. A Northern English 9th
century calendar named All
Hallows as a principal feast,
and such it has remained.
Down the centuries devotional
writers have seen in it the ful-
filment of Pentecost and indeed
of Christ's redemptive sacrifice
and resurrection.

The saints do not belong to any
religious tradition, and their
lives and witness to Christ can
be appreciated by all Chris-
tians.

15

November 30
Advent
Sunday

As November
closes, Advent
begins. The ex-
act birth -date of
Jesus is not
known, but dur-
ing the 5th cen-
tury the date of
25 December
was chosen to
become the
Feast of the Na-
tivity, or Christ-
mas.

#
:

By the sixth century, the
Christian Church was in the
habit of spending several
weeks leading up to Christ-
mas in prayerful, expectant
preparation.

The fourth Sunday before
Christmas Day became Ad-
vent Sunday. ‘'Advent’, of
course, means ‘coming', or
‘coming in', and traditionally
special candles have been lit,
and more recently, advent
calendars used, as the Church
prepares itself for the coming
of the Holy Child, the long
awaited Messiah.
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Dancing, Twirling,
Cheerful, bright,
Lifts her face
- In new delight.
,‘y Smiling, waving,
Giving pleasure,

A scarlet-coated
Dark-eyed treasure.
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I’ll never forget you, never. Look, I've written your names on the backs of my hands.
Isaiah 49:15b (The Message)

Poem by Daphne Kitching, Picture by Elaine Hill, Coloured by .........ccverurrrens
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MIRACULOUS EVENTS

Answers on another page

[1]

(2]

[3]
[4]

[5]

[6]

[7]

(8]

Who was struck blind on
the road to Damascus, as

he sought to persecute
Christians?
How many of

corded miracles took place
on the Sabbath?

Who saw a bush on fire
that did not burn?

How long had Lazarus
been dead when Jesus
raised him to life?

Who wrote that the Apos-
tles did many wonders and
miraculous signs?

What happened when
Elijah struck the waters of
the River Jordan with his
cloak?

Which famous general was
healed of his leprosy by
dipping himself in a river?
Whi c h of Jes

|
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[9]

[10]

[11]

[12]

[13]

[14]

[15]

[16]

[17]

[18]

[19]

walked on water?

What was the first of the
signs with which God pun-
ished Pharaoh?

On which day did the reli-
gious leaders object to Je-
sus healing people?

Who raised the son of the
widow of Zarephath from
the dead?

Against the people of
which town did God send
an outbreak of tumours?
Why did Jesus perform so
few miracles among the
people of his home town?
What were the names of
the two people the risen
Lord spoke to on the road
to Emmaus?

Who was turned into a pil-
lar of salt for looking back
at the cities of Sodom and
Gomorrah?

Who were killed in the
tenth and final plague that
struck Egypt?

Which Old Testament
prophet made bad spring
water wholesome?

Which two people from the
Old Testament appeared
with Jesus at his transfigu-
ration?

Which is the only miracle of
Jesus recorded in all four
accounts of the Gospel?
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Saul, later called Paul
Seven

Moses

Four days

St Luke

The waters divided

.
B
B

[1]
[2]
[3]
[4]
[5]
[6]

BLE

[7] Naaman

[8] St Peter

[9] The water of the River
Nile was turned to blood

[10] The Sabbath

[11] Elijah

[12] Gath

[13] Because of their lack of
faith

[14] We are only told the
name of one of them:
Cleopas

[15] Lot 6s wi f e

[16] All the firstborn of Egypt

[17] Elisha

[18] Moses and Elijah

[19] The feeding of the 5,000

LIGHTING IN THE
HAMILTON HALL

Our thanks to lan, Malcolm, Ivan
and Tom who spent a busy Satur-
day morning changing all the light-
ing tubes in the Hamilton Hall. It
was no easy task and involved a
lot of hard work.

Now the lighting should be better,
and should also be more economi-
cal.

But remember, save electricity
where possible. | F  YOU
NEED | T, DONO6T U

B N
b |

q
N
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LADI ES6 GUI
On 13 November members of the
Guild are going on their annual
visit to Comber Cinema, where
they will view the famous film,
fiCasabl anca. o

lowed by lunch in Lisbarnett

House.

The second meeting of the month
will be on 27 November when we
look forward to welcoming back Mr
Aiden Campbell who will give us
an insight into his new book,
AKnock. 0 Thi s
teresting to all, so do come along!



Why every Christian needs a Will

Making a will, and keeping it
reasonably up-to-date, makes
good financial sense for your
family, friends and dependents
as well as your own peace of
mind. But it is also part of our
Christian discipleship.

As Christians,
the Bible
teaches us
about
overwhelming
generosity to
each one of us, especially in the
gift of Jesus.

In his old age, King David organ-
ized a huge collection to fund the
building of the new temple by the
next generation.

AEverything we
from you, and we give you only
what you have already given us!
We are here for only a moment,
visitors and strangers in the land
as our ancestors were before us.
Our days on earth are like a
shadow, gone so soon without a
trace. O Lord our God, even
these materials that we have
gathered to build a temple to
honour your holy name come
from you! It al
[1 Chron 29, 14-16]

God provides all our wealth and

possessions on loan, and ex-
pects us to enjoy them and be
generous to others, particularly
our families and those more
needy than ourselves.

AGood peopl e |
tance to their grandchil-
drendo [ Prov 13,
But Jesus warned his followers
G oat oshave money and posses-
sions at the centre of their lives.
ADon"'t be greedy

don't have. Real life is not meas-
ured by how much
then went on to tell the parable
of the rich farmer who built big-
ger barns "But God said to him,
"You fool! You will die this very
night. Then who will get it all?’
n aYeesk a phkrson is a fooirte store
up earthly wealth but not have a
rich relationship with God."

[St Luke 12, 15-21]

Jesus also said, "Give to Caesar
what belongs to him. But every-
thing that belongs to God must
be given to God." [St Matt 22,
21]

3 Paubsaig-sn Yied  yioryu
with contentment is great wealth.
Atfter all, we didn't bring anything
with us when we came into the

19
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world, and we certainly cannot ABOUT THE
carry anything with us when we
die. o [1 Tim 6, 6]CHRISTI\/IAS FAI
St Paul also said that he looked | The Fairis now only a few weeks
forward to dying: away, and we need to make our
final preparations.
nFor to me, l'iviing is for Chri st
and dying is even better I'm torn First of all, if you are among those
between two desires: Sometimes who donédt nor mal |
| want to Iive, and sometimes | Fair, would you consider support-
long to go and be with Christ. | jng ys this year? We need all the
That vyould be _far better for support we can get.
me . 0 [ P-B3] | 1, 20
The writer to the Hebrews (5,14) Second!y, we need items t_o sell on
said AFor this worl%e vaiaus sgls, espegigly the
home: we are looking forward to Cake Stalld so if you could bake
our city in heaven, whichis yetto | Us a few cakes, that would be
come. O much appreciated!
Many of us regard Christian giv- STALLHOLDERS: Please re-
ing as important, as much our | member that we set up on the Fri-
response to GodQ sdaydlRaing; ittéh bdLliflie up-
erosity to us, as giving to pay the | getting to the organisers if people
bills of our local Church. are trying to set up their stalls on
It 6s part o f othheSatura){%wnhoIyaffewmln[h.
Making decisions about what will utes t0 go until opening timet
happen to our money and pos-
sessions after our death is also | HELPERS: If you want to help
an important part of our disciple- | Wwith the Fair, we will gladly accept
ship - making appropriate provi- your offerd no one is turned away!
sion for our families and loved Just let Sheila know (9041 9171)
ones, choosing how to express and wedll get you
our thanks to God, and express-
ing generosity by supporting the So letds all work
causes and concerns that are | qual spirit of friendliness and co-
Important to us. operation, and make this a Fair to
remember!
cceeceece
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AND ESPECIALLY FOR OUR E-MAIL READERS...

More
Beetle Photos!










