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Some members of the Ladies Guild, 

during their recent outing to Castlewellan. 

As you can see, 

sun glasses came in handy! 

 
Photo: Joan Flynn 
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PARISH OF STORMONT : ST MOLUAôS CHURCH 

Rector: The Revd W D Humphries 

St Moluaôs Rectory, 3 Rosepark, Belfast BT5 7RG 

Phone: 9048 2292 

E-mail: Stormont@down.anglican.org 

Associate Clergy: The Revd A P Patterson 

The Revd Canon J J G Mercer,  The Ven. W A Macourt 

Parish Reader: Helen Poots 

Lay Assistants at the Eucharist 

Dorothy McLean 

Harry Crawford 

Noel Donaldson 

 

Rectorôs Churchwarden 

Rosemary Pulford 

 

Peopleôs Churchwarden 

Alison Wolseley  

 

Rectorôs Glebewarden 

Gordon Donaldson 

 

Peopleôs Glebewarden 

Anne Fawcett 

 

Honorary Secretary 

Malcolm Stanley 

 

Honorary Treasurer 

Meta Collinson 

 

FWO Secretary 

Sheila Greenlee 

 

Gift Aid Secretary 

Mary Campbell 

 

Organist & Choirmaster 

Robert Thompson 

THE PARISH OFFICE 

Monday, 10.00amð12.00 noon 

Phone: 9041 9171 

 

Parish Office Secretary 

Sheila Greenlee 

 

 

PARISH WEBSITE 

stormont.down.anglican.org 

 

Parish Webmaster 

Malcolm Stanley 

Phone:  9048 5032 

E-mail: 

molua.stormont@btinternet.com 

 

 

Sexton 

Tom McMinn 

Phone: 9087 4130 

 

 

If a relative or friend is hospitalised 

or very ill, please phone the Rector 

to let him know.   If someone has 

been discharged from hospital, that 

information would also be much 

appreciated. 
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FROM 

THE 

RECTORôS 

DESK 

Dear Parishioners, 

This year, a birthday occurs which 

should be of interest, not only to 

the people of St Moluaôs, but to 

the members of the Christian 

Church throughout the world. 

 

I am referring, of course, to the 

60th birthday of the modern State 

of Israel, and if you are at a loss to 

understand why this fact needs to 

be recorded in a parish magazine 

of a branch of the Christian 

Church, please read on! 

 

First of all, there have been a lot 

of miracles concerning Israelôs 

rebirth: 

 

¶ A barren landscape has 

been transformed into a 

land that has filled the world 

with fruit. 

¶ Millions of immigrants have 

been united there in a short 

space of time. 

¶ An ancient language has 

been renewed. 

¶ The economy has been 

transformed by front-line 

advances in medicine and 

high-tech. 

¶ A democracy has been es-

tablished in a region of dic-

tatorships. 

¶ A system of higher educa-

tion is open to Jews and 

Arabs with world-class re-

search facilities. 

 

To many people around the world 

this is a rather astonishing record, 

given that Israel is faced with un-

remitting hostility from its immedi-

ate neighbours. 

 

But for Christian people familiar 

with the Bible, it is another chapter 

that begins with Abraham in the 

Book Genesis, more than 3,000 

years ago, as the re-establishment 

of Godôs ancient people in the 

land he gave to them as an eter-

nal inheritance, is simply the fulfil-

ment of prophecy. 

 

During the next few months I hope 

to find a slot in our busy Sunday 

timetable to preach a series of 

sermons on this very subject, as it 

is an area of belief and under-

standing which is either ignored or 

misunderstood by a great many 

Christian people. 

 

In the meantime, perhaps we 

should simply remember that 
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COPY DEADLINE 
FOR SEPTEMBER EDITION:  

 

Sunday 3 August 

Christianity 

has its ori-

gins in Ju-

daism, that 

our Lord 

himself was 

a Jew, and 

that he him-

self stated: 

ñsalvation is 

from the Jewsò (St John 4:22). 

 

I might add, by the way, that the 

government of Israel is not without 

fault, and that taking an interest in 

the fulfilment of Biblical prophecy 

does not exclude our right to offer 

criticism when criticism is needed. 

 

But in this special birthday year we 

Christians should certainly be pre-

pared to join with our brothers in 

Israel to thank the God of Abra-

ham, Isaac and Jacob for the res-

toration of the Jewish people to 

their land and government. 

 

ñO pray for the peace of Jerusa-

lem: they shall prosper that love 

thee.ò  (Ps.122) 

 

Your friend and Rector, 

 

 

David Humphries 
 

HOLIDAY AND 

EMERGENCY 

COVER 

At some stage over the sum-

mer the Rector will be taking 

a break.   

 

If you require the services of 

a clergyman in an emer-

gency, just phone the Rec-

tory as usual, and if the Rec-

tor is off duty, the answering 

service will tell you the name 

and phone number of the 

priest who is covering for 

him. 

 

The person providing cover is 

probably looking after several 

parishes, so any non-urgent 

business should wait until the 

Rector is available. 
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The Services  

at St Moluaõs 

July/August 2008 

Sunday 6 July 

Trinity 7 

8.00am Holy Communion 

10.30am Parish Eucharist 

6.30pm Evensong 

 

Sunday 13 July 

Trinity 8 

8.00am Holy Communion 

10.30am Matins 

6.30pm Evensong 

 

Sunday 20 July 

Trinity 9 

8.00am Holy Communion 

10.30am Matins 

6.30pm Holy Communion 

 

Sunday 27 July 

Trinity 10 

8.00am Holy Communion 

10.30am Matins 

6.30pm Evensong 

 

Sunday 3 August 

Trinity 11 

8.00am Holy Communion 

10.30am Parish Eucharist 

6.30pm Evensong 

 

Wednesday 6 August 

Feast of the Transfiguration 

10.30am Holy Communion 

 

Sunday 10 August 

Trinity 12 

8.00am Holy Communion 

10.30am Matins 

6.30pm Evensong 

 

Sunday 17 August 

Trinity 13 

8.00am Holy Communion 

10.30am Matins 

6.30pm Holy Communion 

 

Sunday 24 August 

Trinity 14 

(St Bartholomew) 

8.00am Holy Communion 

10.30am Matins 

6.30pm Evensong 

 

Sunday 31 August 

Trinity 15 

8.00am Holy Communion 

10.30am Matins 

6.30pm Evensong 
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LAY MINISTRY 

WITHIN THE PARISH 

 
Parishioners may be aware that 

several people have in recent 

years found a fulfilling ministry in 

visiting certain people in the parish 

on a regular basis; this ministry is 

largely to the sick and house-

bound, and the extent of such de-

pends on the number of visitors 

available, currently about fifteen. 

 

Several of the housebound have 

commented on how much they 

value this service, which is co-

ordinated by Dorothy McLean. 

 

The service has recently been fur-

ther extended to include David 

Davies as a lay visitor to hospital 

patients, assisting the Rector in 

this vital work.  His ministry will 

sometimes include follow-up visits 

in homes. 

 

The policy 

a t  S t 

Moluaôs is 

to encour-

age and 

enable lay 

people to find and execute their 

particular ministry within the par-

ish. 

 

People carrying out such a minis-

try will always receive some train-

ing and advice, and will be sup-

ported in prayer. 

 

Not everyone is suited to every 

type of ministry; for example, a 

person visiting patients in hospital 

must be sensitive to a personôs 

needs, and must be a good lis-

tener.  In the same way, someone 

acting as a parish reader in church 

must have a clear voice, a feel for 

liturgy, and an acute sense of rev-

erence. 

 

For the housebound, their ministry 

is often one of prayer for the sick, 

and for the parish family in gen-

eral; this ministry is one of the 

most important of all. 

 

The Rector is happy to work with 

people to help them discover 

where their particular ministry lies, 

and parishioners should feel free 

to approach him on this matter. 

 

We should all remember, how-

ever, that each and every aspect 

of parish work has to be done in 

the name of God, to his greater 

glory and for the extension of 

Christôs kingdom.  We are en-

trusted with this mission, and we 

cannot do it without the strength 

and wisdom that God supplies. 

 

Prayer, therefore, is a vital accom-

paniment to any ministry. 
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SENIOR 

PARISHIONERSô 

OUTING 

At the time of going to print the 

outing has not taken place, but 

in advance we offer our thanks 

to Sheila, Malcolm, and all the 

drivers for their usual generos-

ity and assistance. 

 

We would also thank The 

Revd Sam Jones and the pa-

r ishioners of  Kilbroney 

(Rostrevor) for their hospitality. 

WHAT DO YOUR 

CHILDREN READ? 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The good news is that 2008 is the 
National Year of Reading. 
 
The bad news is that many chil-
dren prefer celebrity gossip 
magazines to books. It seems 
that Amy Winehouse's exploits 
are more interesting than a finely 
crafted story by Jacqueline Wil-
son. 
 
Recent research has found that 
children prefer song lyrics on the 
internet, and even their own 
blogs to long books - and espe-
cially Shakespeare. 
 
Yet one literacy consultant says 
that reading books helps to de-
velop a child's brain. "By reading 
a book you are building up the 
stamina to absorb words for a 
longer period of time.  
 
What you are doing is gradually 
locking brains with the author, 
which you do not really do in 
quite the same way when you 
read chunks of text in a magazine 
or on screen." 

ñI donôt care what your Sat-Nav is tell-

ing youðIôm telling you that youôre 

definitely not on the M2, ten miles 

north of Belfast!ò 
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LEARN TO SAVE A LIFE 

IN THREE HOURS 

Most of us are familiar with the sight of St John Ambulance personnel in 
their black uniforms at public events, but did you know that the charity's 
history goes back to eleventh-century Jerusalem? Or that the organisation 
now has nearly 300,000 members in 42 countries? 
 
The Order of St John still has an ophthalmic hospital in the Holy City that 
treats thousands of people (of any religion) every year. But here in the UK 
its mission today is to provide a first-aid treatment service to local commu-
nities, and training in first aid for volunteers. 
 
It can take as little as three hours to learn how to save a life. The emer-
gency life support course, which includes cardio-pulmonary resuscitation 
(CPR), can be taken by adults (or children aged 10 to 17). There is also a 
Basic First Aid course that does not include CPR. 
 
Summer is a busy time for the 45,000 St John volunteers in the UK, with 
sunburn a common problem. It's easy to get caught out when on holiday, 
so here are St John's top prevention tips: 
 
 
Wear a wide-brimmed hat to protect head, face, ears and neck. 
 
Wear loose-fitting, long-sleeved clothing. 
 
Wraparound sun-glasses protect eyelids as well as eyes. 
 
Children under 12 months should be kept out of the sun completely 
 
Have plenty of soft drinks handy and sip little and often to keep hydrated. 
 
 
 
How much do you know about how to deal with health emergencies? 
Would you, for instance, know what to do if you saw someone choking, or 
having a heart attack? Would you recognise a severe allergic reaction? 
 
 

If you have email, you can learn 
basic life-saving procedures by 
going to the website at 
www.sja.org.uk. 

http://www.sja.org.uk
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DO YOU LIKE YOUR 

DRINK TOO MUCH? 

We seem to like alcohol. Too 
many of us are drinking too 
much - too often. 
 
The media has been full of sobering 
statistics this year. Such alcoholic 
addiction in people usually points to 
a deeper need that has not been 
healed or fulfilled. Until we bring 
that need to God day by day, we'll 
never conquer our craving for alco-
hol or indeed any other form of psy-
chological 'pain relief'. 
 
In the war between the impulses of 
our flesh and our 'better selves', the 
determining factor is our will. But 
how do we strengthen our will? By 
reading the Word of God, and let-
ting its words seep into our hearts. 
It is powerful, and will - if we let it - 
gradually reproduce what it says in 
our lives. 
 
The story of Jesus in the wilderness 
gives us three hints as to how to 
gain the upper hand with ourselves. 
He defeated his temptations by us-
ing three things. 
 
First, through prayer and fasting - 
for that starves the flesh and feeds 
the spirit. We can bring our problem 
to God and ask for his help. 
 
Secondly, by turning to the Word of 
God. Through it God will comfort us, 
teach us - and heal us. 
 
Thirdly, by having a sense of pur-
pose in our lives that is so strong 
that everything else gives way be-
fore it. What is your purpose in life? 

30 years ago the Bible was banned 
in China, but now China has one of 
the biggest Bible factories in the 
world. And a new, expanded print-
ing facility is soon to make China's 
ancient capital, Nanjing, the Bible 
centre of the world. 

The Amity Printing Company - a 
joint venture with the Bible Socie-
ties - will be producing 23 Bibles 
every minute to keep up with grow-
ing demand for the Bible in China. 

In 2007 it printed six million Bibles. 
Since the new press opened in 
May, that will leap to a potential 12 
million - most of which will be dis-
tributed throughout China.  Last 
December its 50 millionth Bible was 
produced. 

About 55,000 churches distribute 
the Bibles that come off Amity's 
production lines.  Some are free 
and all are made affordable. A 
pocket edition of the Bible costs 
about 68p and Chinese Christians 
can receive the full-size Bible at a 
subsidised cost of £1.16. 

- BIBLES - 

MADE IN CHINA! 
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Eco - News  

WILD AND WONDERFUL 

submitted by Susan Baker 

Have you ever been to the Ecos Centre in Ballymena?  One day to-

wards the end of last summer, a stalwart friend and I set off via public 

transport to the Ecos Millenium Centre.  The entrance to the Visitor 

Centre is via a drawbridge, a unique feature in itself. 

 

On the island there is something for everyone.  From a play park, to a 

recycling centre, to duck feeding, picnic areas, tractors and play trac-

tors, etc. 

 

The exhibits were most interestingðthey included wind turbines; old 

tyres used for safe playgrounds; reeds grown to be used for weaving 

baskets; mosaic tiles designed by primary school children, and more.  A 

huge variety of trees are on the site, including Ash, Birch, Cherry and 

Willow. 

 

I enjoyed walking along the surrounding park area.  It overlooks the M2, 

and has many walks and cycling lanes, passing by a hay meadow, wet 

meadow and Ecos Wood.  Slemish can be seen in the distance. 

 

Telephone 2566 4400 for more information, and enjoy a fun day out! 

Thanks for this, Susan.  Sounds like a good opportunity for 

a parish trip!  Anyone interested?  Let us know your 

thoughts on this. - Rector 
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WHATðNO CHOIR? 
 

This year during the summer months of July and August our Parish 
Choir will be on holiday from their regular duties. 
 
ñWhy?ò you may ask.  Well our 
choir ï like those in most churches 
ï has got smaller in recent years; 
but where we differ from most 
churches is in the high standard of 
music we still produce Sunday by 
Sunday.  We are, in fact, the envy 
of many! 
 
But with smaller numbers comes 
greater individual responsibility for our choristers ï no one takes a Sun-
day (or even a service) off without a lot of soul-searching.  In a choir of 
40 singers one or two absences might pass almost unnoticed ï but in a 
choir of 16 (with sometimes one voice to a part), absences make a dif-
ference. 
 
Our choir is in the stalls every Sunday morning and evening (always an 
anthem!) every night in Holy Week and at lots of other services besides 
ï we think they deserve a break!  We hope they come back in Septem-
ber refreshed, invigorated and ready for the challenges ahead. 

Just because the choir wonôt be in the stalls 
doesnôt mean that you wonôt see them for two 
months ï whenever they as individuals are not 
away on holiday, they will be setting  a proper 
example by sitting in the nave, helping all our 
parishioners to worship through their music. 

WEEKEND TRIPSðA DANGER? 

2òÊìú ½ú ĆÎÊv ï¬ÿÄ Ćº Ê ÎÊ  Ä½ą ò lÄÎò   ÊÎÿ²º úÎ ï ÄUú½ą ò UÊv ¬ï½ Êvò úÎ ą½ò½ú úº Ç 

over the weekend?  What a joy it is to see loved ones.  But sometimes we can let 

Ć  Ã Êv úï½Úò Ćï lÃ Îÿï òÚ½ï½úÿUÄ Ä½ą ò ½¬ Ć  vÎÊìú ÿò  úº½ò Úï½ą½Ä ²  òÚUï½Ê²ÄĈß  Iº½ò 

½ò  òÚ l½UÄÄĈ úïÿ  vÿï½Ê² úº  òÿÇÇ ï ÇÎÊúºòß  )ÎÊìú Ä ú ¬ï äÿ Êú Ć  Ã Êv úï½Úò ïÿ½Ê 

your spiritual life and the ongoing ministry of your church. 
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BEETLE FOR JEEL 
 

Not only do our regular Beetle 

Drives uncover some excellent 

beetle playersðthey also re-

veal some budding artists! 

 

Here is the beetle card of Jim 

Leckeyôs great nephew, Jona-

than Brattle, who could tell you 

a few things about how to play 

the game. 

 

Brilliant fun was had at last 

monthôs Beetle Driveðthanks 

to all who supported it. 

FROM THE REGISTERS 

 

 

 

HOLY BAPTISM 
15 June 2008 

Tara Kathleen Poots 

Child of Andrew and Helen 

Poots, 6 Grangewood Grove 

 

CREMATION 
17 June 2008 

Douglas Godfrey Barrett, 

White Lodge, 

23 Ballymiscaw Road 

 

A SIMPLE THOUGHT 
- and one thatôs 

easy to remember: 

 

A person can go to heaven 

without health, wealth, fame, 

learning, culture, or beauty. 

 

But he canôt go to heaven 

without Christ. 

 

Jesus  said: ñI am the way, 

the truth and the life.  No 

one comes to the Father ex-

cept through me.ò  
[St John 14:6] 
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S u n d a y 

School has 

now finished 

for the sum-

mer; it will 

resume in 

September, 

and when it 

does, there will be some changes. 

 

Sylvia Clarke will be standing 

down as a teacherða role she has 

taken on over the past few years 

when she saw the need.  We 

thank Sylvia for her work with the 

children. 

 

Another person standing down is 

Heather Loughridge.  Heather has 

taught in our Sunday School for a 

considerable number of years, and 

for the past fifteen years she has 

been the Superintendent. 

 

This has been a demanding role, 

and we are grateful to Heather for 

her teaching skills over such a 

long time. 

 

Until we can find replacements, 

this puts a burden on our existing 

teachers, all of whom are doing an 

excellent job with our children. 

 

Please pray about this matter on a 

regular basis; the spiritual teaching 

of our children is a vital part of our 

work in this parish. 

FOCUS  
 

A FIRST-CLASS 

PARISH WORKER 
 

Mark Johnston must be our 

youngest parish worker.   He 

is regularly to be found in the 

church grounds on an evening 

or at the weekend, perhaps 

weeding, trimming the lawn, 

painting the notice boards, or 

doing any number of jobs. 

 

Mark loves his work, and will 

take on anything he is asked 

to do, under the supervision of 

his dad. 

 

Well done, Mark, and thank 

you for your hard work; you 

are an excellent example to 

us all! 
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***  Feature  ***  
 

David Davies reports on 

THE NATIONAL YOUNG LIFE CAMPAIGN 

ñI thank my God upon every remembrance of you, 
always in every prayer of mine for you all, making 

request with joy, for your fellowship in the gospel from 
the first day until now.ò [Philippians 1 v 3 ï 5] 

We all need to be nurtured as 

Christiansðespecially those 

starting off in the faith; and al-

though all strength comes from 

our heavenly Father through the 

Lord Jesus Christ, we have been 

commanded to bear one an-

otherôs burdensðto care for, look 

out for, and love one another. 

 

Children and young people have 

a closeness and zest for Godôs 

glory; they will thrive upon actions 

of love, so it is important to care 

for their Christian upbringing.  

Suffer the little children to come 

unto me, and forbid them not, for 

of such is the Kingdom of God.  

[St Mark 10:4]. 

 

ñYoung Lifeò is an organisation 

that encourages the young in the 

Christian faith by teaching Godôs 

word, bringing fellowship, and 

encouraging evangelism and 

Christian witness. 

 

Origins 

Frederick and Arthur Wood were 

born in Dublin; as committed 

Christians they found themelves 

greatly concerned about young 

people, and this resulted in the 

founding of the National Young 

Life Campaign in 1911.  It was 

first formed in Cork, and spread 

throughout the British Isles. 

 

Beach Missions 

Young Life has a strong connec-

tion with the United Beach Mis-

sions (UBM) which actually 
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sprang from Young Life, but is 

now a powerful organisation in its 

own right. 

 

Each summer YL and UBM co-

operate in beach missions for the 

duration of the holidays, organis-

ing beach activities such as vol-

leyball, tug-of-war, BBQs, as well 

as quizzes and Bible teaching. 

 

All childrenôs age groups attend, 

with the permission of the par-

ents, who know that their children 

are safe and near-by. 

 

At a YL Meeting 

In Young Life, young people are 

welcomed from all denomina-

tions.  This is important as there 

is one body and one spirit, even 

as ye are called in one hope of 

your calling; one Lord, one Faith, 

one Baptism, one God and Father 

of all, who is above all, and 

through all, and in you all.  

[Ephesians 4:4-6]. 

 

Worship in YL consists of prayer 

and spiritual songs.  We welcome 

visiting speakers from all over 

Ireland, including the Clergy.  We 

have had speakers from Release 

International, Mission Air Force, 

and many more; it is hoped to 

have a speaker from CMS Ire-

land. 

Just the other day I was reading 

ñIn Missionò - the magazine of 

CMS Ireland, and I was greatly 

moved by the brief thoughts of 

Colin Corbridge concerning 

Christian partnership. 

 

He writes: 

ñThe Geese have it sorted.  The 
fact that migrating flocks choose 
to fly in a óVô formation is about 
more than just making interesting 
shapes in the sky 
 
By flying in formation flight effi-
ciency is increased by 71% com-
pared to flying alone, when the 
leader gets tired it moves to the 
back and another goose takes 
the lead, the geese at the back 
quack to encourage those in front 
of them and when a goose gets 
sick, is injured or gets tired then 
other geese leave the formation 
with it to help and protect it. 
 
The geese know that working 
together is more effective and 
yields greater results, they know 
the value of sharing each otherôs 
burdens, encouragement is sec-
ond nature and they look out for 
one another at all times.  The 
geese have it sorted.ò 
 
My YL Branch 

There are many Young Life 
branches in Ireland.  Cookstown 
and Bangor both have branches, 
as do West and East Belfast.  I 
attend a branch which meets in a 
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hall in Ravenscroft Avenue, off 
the Beersbridge Road.  The build-
ing is not one you would think of 
as being a place of worship.  It is 
small and pretty basicðmind you, 
in some countries it would be re-
garded as a blessing. 
 
Young Life has a gathering of 
about 12 ï 15 regulars; the meet-
ings are held on Fridays at 
8:00pm during most of the year; 
but when spring flourishes and 
June arrives, so does Young 
Lifeôs summer events. 
 
Now this brings about a lot of ac-
tivity including:  Sports such as 
walking, tenpin bowling, crazy 
golf, BBQ and much more. 
 
Evangelising is the biggest role in 
Young Life, as we seek always to 
bring the good news of the Gos-
pel to those in parks and on the 
streets. 
 
This summer Young Life has just 
started going to Orangefield Park 
to evangelise where the members  
play games and attract those 
youths that simply hang around, 
most weeks you would often get a 
new face joining in.  So there are 
a lot of positive Christian people 
encouraging those to participate 
in sports, games and Christian 
social life; and of course the main 
point is not to forget that we are 
witnessing and proclaiming the 
gospel of salvation of our Lord 
Jesus Christ. 

Young Life has two annual week-
ends, the largest being at Castle-
wellanðit is open to all the YL 
branches.    The weekend in-
cludes workshops, talks and 
seminars on various Christian 
themes.  It takes during winter, so 
in the evenings there are board 
games and other activities. 
 
Just before Christmas YL has a 
family and friends night, when the 
regulars invite others to see what 
goes on. 
 
Young Life does a lot of valuable 
work in bringing the Gospel to 
countless numbers of people.  So 
if you have any skills or ideas, 
and would like to get involved to 
help out or simply to find a Chris-
tian friend and share fellowship 
with, then donôt hesitate to come 
along - you are most welcome (at 
the Young Life Centre, Raven-
scroft Avenue, off Beersbridge 
Road) . 
 
Let us thank God for the 
Churches, Fellowship meetings 
and Bible study groups etc, that 
stand strong in the midst of this 
modern world. 
 
ñLet the word of Christ dwell in you 
richly in all wisdom; teaching and ad-
monishing one another in Psalms and 
hymns and spiritual songs, singing 
with grace in your hearts to the Lord.  
And whatsoever ye do in word or 
deed, do all in the name of the Lord 
Jesus, giving thanks to God and the 
Father by him.ò  [Colossians 3 v 16 ï 
17] 
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ROSELAWN BUS SERVICE 
 

There is now a free bus service for older people 

from Belfast to and around the grounds of 

Roselawn Cemetery and the City of Belfast 

Crematorium.  The service is available on 

Tuesdays and Fridays until September. 

 

Details of the service, including the timetable, 

may be found on leaflets in the church porch.  

You can be dropped off at a family grave or 

memorial tree, and you can visit the Crematorium where there are toi-

lets and a coffee shop.  One important point is that you need to book 

your seat on the bus; all the details are on the leaflet. 

 

The bus is supplied by Disability Action, and seats fifteen people on a 

first come, first served basis.  Could you benefit fro this service?  Pick 

up a leaflet, or phone 9027 0296. 

I am the Bible, Godôs wonderful 

library.  I am always, and above 

all, the truth. 

 

To the weary pilgrim, I am a 

strong staff. 

 

To the one who sits in darkness, I 

am a glorious light. 

 

To those who stumble beneath 

heavy burdens, I am sweet rest. 

 

To him who has lost his way, I 

am a safe guide. 

 

To those who are sick in sin, I am 

h e a l i n g 

strength and 

forgiveness. 

To the dis-

couraged, I 

am a glad message of hope. 

 

To those who are distressed and 

tossed about by the storms of life, 

I am an anchor, sure and stead-

fast. 

 

To those who search for salva-

tion, I reveal the Saviour of the 

world. 

 

I am the Bible. 
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SOME THOUGHTS 

ON THE VISIT OF 

PRESIDENT BUSH 

 

The magazine is due to go to print 

tomorrow, and as I set up this last 

page, President George W. Bush 

has just arrived at Stormont Cas-

tle. 

 

There has been much discussion 

in recent days as to whether or not 

his visit should be welcomed.  As a 

Christian priest, I want to offer 

these brief thoughts, fully aware 

that there is more than one Chris-

tian opinion. 

 

In the sense that we in Ireland be-

lieve ourselves to be a welcoming 

people, George Bush should cer-

tainly be welcomed here; we would 

be falling short of our goal to retain 

the highest standards of hospital-

ity, should we not welcome him. 

 

As well as that, I think it is impor-

tant to remember that over the 

past eight years, President Bushôs 

government has played a signifi-

cant role in the affairs of Northern 

Ireland, and has done much to 

assist the economy here. 

 

Another matter worth noting is that 

the President holds strong Chris-

tian convictions, and has never 

been hesitant about voicing the 

fact.  Would that more world lead-

ers would follow that particular 

example. 

 

However, in welcoming the Presi-

dent to Northern Ireland, I would 

also want to tell him that I think a 

good deal of his foreign policy is 

utterly disgraceful, and to remind 

him (if he needs reminding) that 

his decision (and the decision of 

Tony Blair) to invade Iraq has left 

countless numbers of families in 

sorrow, in both in the United 

States and in our own nation, to 

say nothing of Iraq itself. 

 

I believe that the policy on Iraq of 

these two Christian leaders has 

been misguided since it was first 

conceived, and I have no doubt 

that the matter will weigh heavily 

on both men until the day they die. 

 

I would like to think that the First 

Minister and Deputy First Minister 

would have said this for me, but 

Iôm not entirely confident about 

this. 

 

In short, as a Christian, I welcome 

fellow-Christian George Bush with 

open arms, but I cannot condone 

his policy on Iraq, and would love 

to discuss it with him.  Unfortu-

nately, I donôt think Iôll ever get the 

chance! 

- Rector 
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THE 
BIG 
BIBLE 
QUIZ 

TOWNS AND CITIES 
Answers on another page 

1. What is the name of the 

place near Jerusalem 

where Jesus instructed two 

of his disciples to go and 

untie a donkey? 

2. Where was Abraham born? 

3. In which town were Paul 

and Silas imprisoned? 

4. Which two cities were de-

stroyed due to their corrup-

tion? 

5. In which town did Jesus 

make his home after leav-

ing Nazareth? 

6. In which city did Paul de-

bate with Stoic philoso-

phers? 

7. In which town did Elijah 

heal a widowôs son? 

8. Which town stands where 

Jacob had a vision of a 

ladder to heaven? 

9. To which town was Philip 

travelling when he met the 

Ethiopian eunuch? 

10. To which town was Paul 

heading when he had a 

spiritual experience which 

changed his life? 

11. To which land did Cain flee 

after killing Abel? 

12. From which town did Jonah 

set sail for Tarshish? 

13. In which city was Paul kept 

under house arrest for two 

years? 

14. In which town did Jesus 

heal Bartimeaus? 

15. In which town did Lazarus, 

Martha and Mary live? 

16. What is the town, about 

seven miles from Jerusa-

lem, where two disciples 

welcomed the risen Jesus 

into their home on the eve-

ning of the first day of the 

week? 

Too easy?  Too hard?  Let us know! 
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THE 
BIG 
BIBLE 
QUIZ 

HERE ARE THE ANSWERS! 

 

1. Bethphage (St Mark 

11:1) 

2. Ur (Genesis 11:31) 

3. Philippi (Acts 16:11-40) 

4. Sodom and Gomorrah 

(Genesis 19:24-29) 

5. C a p e r n a u m  ( S t 

Matt.4:13) 

6. Athens (Acts 17:15-34) 

7. Zarephath (1 Kings 17:8

-24) 

8. Bethel (Genesis 28:19) 

9. Gaza (Acts 8:26) 

10. Damascus (Acts 9:1-9) 

11. Nod (Genesis 4:16) 

12. Joppa (Jonah 1:3) 

13. Rome (Acts 28:16-31) 

14. Jericho (St Mark 10:46-

52) 

15. Bethany (St John 11:1) 

16. Emmaus (St Luke 

24:13) 

 

WELL, HOW DID YOU DO? 

DONôT  FORGET 

 
You can sign up for the 

Email edition of CONTACT, 

which is in full colour, and 

usually has more photos! 

Wherever you go on holiday this 

summer, donôt forget to bring the 

greetings of the people of St 

Moluaôs to those with whom you 

worship on Sunday.  Feel free to 

take a copy of CONTACT to hand 

over, and perhaps you might re-

turn with another magazine. 

 

This type of communication with 

Christians in other countries and 

of other denominations can only 

be good. 

HOLIDAYS 

AND CHURCHES 
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CHINESE CHRISTIANS 

DETAINED FOR HELPING 

QUAKE VICTIMS 

 
On June 1 Chinese police dis-

rupted a house church meeting 

and detained seven Christians 

during a Sunday service. 

 

Police officials did not state the 

reason for the detention.  The 

members were questioned as to 

who would be taking donations to 

the disaster area.  One woman 

and her child were released, but 

six others remain in detention un-

der a charge of ñsending money to 

a disaster area in the name of a 

house church.ò 

 

According to reports, officials have 

said they will  not release those 

detained until they have paid a 

fine . 

 

With the Olympics to be held in 

Bejing in August, Release Interna-

tional is encouraging churches like 

our own to pray for Chinese Chris-

tians who have experienced an 

increase in persecution in recent 

months. 

 

 

IRANIAN CHRISTIAN 

CONVERTS RELEASED 

FROM PRISON 

 
A 48 YEAR OLD Iranian Chris-

tian convert, arrested on May 

11, has been released from 

prison.   

 

He was taken into custody with his 

wife and another couple before 

boarding a flight at Shiraz Interna-

tional Airport. 

 

Another Iranian convert was also 

released.  In his case the authori-

ties demanded valuable property 

deeds as bail collateral. 

 

Let us continue to pray for all 

those Christians who face chal-

lenges for practising their faith. 
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THE STRANGER 
 

by David Neil 

On the dusty road to Jericho the dying stranger lay, 

While the sun rose up the heavens and his lifeblood ebbed away. 

Gone were his worldly goods; soon too must go his life, 

He thought about his loved ones dear; his children and his wife. 

 

Fond memories rushed upon him and welled up like a flood, 

Then quickly they were borne away in a mist of sweat and blood. 

He heard the muffled voices from days so long gone by; 

Voices that once cried for help...a vain, unheeded cry. 

 

The heavens reeled above him in one great blood-red mass, 

In a daze he heard a horse approach...in a daze he heard it pass. 

He raised his pain-filled eyes above, to the blind, unheeding sky, 

And burning through his pain-racked brain was the anguished ques-

tion, Why? 

 

Now another quite distinct; his hopes rose up again, 

Itôs hoof-beats too, soon died away, and left him in his pain. 

The Levite and the Priest had passed and left him lying there. 

ñMy God!  My God!ò  He cried aloud, and sank back in despair. 

 

Down that road there chanced to come, as an answer to his prayer, 

One who had compassion, and tender loving care. 

One who dressed the gaping wounds caused by lust and sin, 

And one who went the extra mile, and bore him to the inn. 

 

Several days were come and gone ere he was well again, 

And questioning his host he said, ñWho helped me, pray, his name?ò 

ñA Samaritan?ò he cried, aghast...the innkeeper gave a nod, 

ñHe claimed to be your brother through our common Father, God.ò 
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Photo taken after the Baptism of Tara Poots at All-Age Worship 

on Sunday 15 June. 

Our kids are filling Smartie tubes with £1 coins for the orphans of Jeel Al

-Amal.  Any adults want to help?  Just ask for a tube! 


