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CRAFTSMAN REVEALS HIS ART 

AT PARISH MEETING 
 

Some people “stay late” to see more 

of David’s work.   (Story on page 17)  
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PARISH OF STORMONT : ST MOLUA’S CHURCH 

Rector: The Revd W D Humphries 

St Molua‟s Rectory, 3 Rosepark, Belfast BT5 7RG 

Phone: 9048 2292 

E-mail: Stormont@down.anglican.org 

Associate Clergy: The Revd A P Patterson 

The Revd Canon J J G Mercer,  The Ven. W A Macourt 

Parish Reader: Helen Poots 

Lay Assistants at the Eucharist 

Dorothy McLean 

Harry Crawford 

Noel Donaldson 

 

Rector’s Churchwarden 

Rosemary Pulford 

 

People’s Churchwarden 

  

 

Rector’s Glebewarden 

Gordon Donaldson 

 

People’s Glebewarden 

Anne Fawcett 

 

Honorary Secretary 

Malcolm Stanley 

 

Honorary Treasurer 

Meta Collinson 

 

FWO Secretary 

Sheila Greenlee 

 

Gift Aid Secretary 

Mary Campbell 

 

Organist & Choirmaster 

THE PARISH OFFICE 

Monday, 10.00am—12.00 noon 

Phone: 9041 9171 

 

Parish Office Secretary 

Sheila Greenlee 

 

 

PARISH WEBSITE 

stormont.down.anglican.org 

 

Parish Webmaster 

Malcolm Stanley 

Phone:  9048 5032 

E-mail: 

molua.stormont@btinternet.com 

 

 

Sexton 

Tom McMinn 

Phone: 9087 4130 

 

 

If a relative or friend is hospitalised 

or very ill, please phone the Rector 

to let him know.   If someone has 

been discharged from hospital, that 

information would also be much 

appreciated. 
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FROM 

THE 

RECTOR’S 

DESK 

Dear Parishioners, 

From time to time, some of our 

people express confusion over 

the word “Sabbath” - does it refer 

to Saturday or Sunday? 

 

In actual fact, the Sabbath is, and 

always has been Saturday—and 

it is observed on that day by the 

Jewish people. 

 

However when the early Chris-

tians wanted to commemorate the 

Day of the Lord they chose the 

day which was most important to 

them—the day when Jesus rose 

from the dead—which, of course, 

was the first day of the week, 

Sunday—the day we now call 

Easter Day. 

 

Then the coming of the Holy Spirit 

in fulfilment of the promise made 

by Jesus was on Pentecost 

Day—and that, too, was a Sun-

day! 

 

So in that sense it was our Lord 

himself who made the first day of 

the week special by doing these 

things on that day, and it was 

then only a short step for the 

early Christians to say that they 

would always remember the day 

made special by the Lord, even 

though for a long time Jewish 

Christians continued to keep the 

Sabbath as well. 

 

Christians gathered together on 

Sunday and called to mind the 

life, death and resurrection of Je-

sus Christ.  They celebrated the 

Eucharist, read the Scriptures, 

and reflected on the goodness of 

God.  And ever since then it is 

Sunday that has been the “Lord‟s 

Day” for Christians. 

 

So strictly speaking, it is incorrect 

to refer to Sunday as the Sab-

bath! 

 

Your friend and Rector, 

 

David Humphries 
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The Services  

at St Moluaõs 

April 2008 

Thursday 3 April 

7.15pm The Eucharist 

(Easter General Vestry) 

 

Sunday 6 April—Easter 3 

8.00am Holy Communion 

10.30am Parish Eucharist 

6.30pm Evensong 

 

Thursday 10 April 

7.30pm Prayers for Healing 

 

Sunday 13 April—Easter 4 

8.00am Holy Communion 

10.30am Matins 

6.30pm Evensong 

 

Thursday 17 April 

7.30pm Prayers for Healing 

 

Sunday 20 April—Easter 5 

8.00am Holy Communion 

10.30am All-Age Worship 

6.30pm Holy Communion 

 

Wednesday 23 April 

8.00pm 

Rural Deanery Festival Service 

Preacher: 

The Rt Revd A F Abernethy, 

Bishop of Connor 

(see note elsewhere) 

 

Thursday 24 April 

7.30pm Prayers for Healing 

 

Friday 25 April 

St Mark the Evangelist 

10.30am Holy Communion 

 

Sunday 27 April 

Easter 6 

8.00am Holy Communion 

10.30am Matins 

6.30pm Evensong 

 

Thursday 1 May 

Feast of the Ascension 

10.30am Holy Communion 

7.30pm NO PRAYERS 

FOR HEALING 

 

Sunday 4 May 

Sunday after Ascension Day 

8.00am Holy Communion 

10.30am Parish Eucharist 

6.30pm Evensong 

 

Sunday 8 May 

7.30pm NO PRAYERS 

FOR HEALING 
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THE EASTER GENERAL VESTRY 
will be held on 

Thursday 3 April 

beginning in church at 7.15pm 

with a celebration of 

THE EUCHARIST. 
 

All registered vestrypersons are requested to attend. 

RURAL DEANERY 

FESTIVAL SERVICE 

 

Wednesday 23 April 

at 8.00pm 

 

As our parishioners will already be 

aware, St Molua‟s has been cho-

sen as the venue for the Rural 

Deanery Festival Service later this 

month. 

 

This is an important annual occa-

sion when the clergy and people 

of two rural deaneries come to-

gether to dedicate the members of 

their new Select Vestries to the 

service of God and the people in 

the twelve months ahead. 

 

The Rural Deaneries involved are 

Dundonald (our own rural dean-

ery) and Holywood. 

 

It is a privilege to be chosen for 

this special service, at which the 

preacher will be the Rt Revd Alan 

Abernethy, Bishop of Connor. 

 

It is to be hoped that all our people 

will be present at the service, to 

welcome a large number of visi-

tors to our parish church. 

 

This may well be the last time that 

our rural deaneries will meet in 

this particular form, as legislation 

to re-arrange the composition of 

the deaneries in this diocese will 

go before the General Synod next 

month. 

 

If it is successful, it will be passed 

by our Diocesan Synod in June, 

and will become law almost imme-

diately.  So the service we are 

hosting this month is perhaps dou-

bly important for this reason.   

 

More information about the new 

arrangements for the rural deaner-

ies will be available soon. 
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I want to thank you for what you have already done in my life. 

I am not going to wait until things in my life look better -  
I am not going to wait until people say they are sorry - 
I am not going to wait until the pain in my body disappears-  
I am not going to wait until my financial situation improves- 
I am not going to wait until I get the job- 
I am not going to wait until the journey gets easier -  
I am not going to wait until I understand every experience in my life that 

has caused me pain or grief; I am thanking you right now. 

I am thanking you because I am alive.  
I am thanking you because I made it through the day's difficulties.  
I am thanking you because I have walked around the obstacles.  
I am thanking you because I have the ability and the opportunity to do more 
and do better.  

Most of all, I'm thanking you, Lord..because you haven't given up on me. 

Dear God, 

      

!
 

BOWLING CLUB 
 

This is the season of AGMs and dinners—and the Bowling Club is 

no exception! 

Wednesday 9 April: AGM 

Wednesday 16 April: Annual Dinner 

(Full details from Joan) 
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CRECHE  

ROTA  

Sunday  6 April 

Alison Wolseley 

Claire Barrett-Ferris 

 

Sunday 13 April 

Heather Cherry 

Elaine Hamilton  

 

Sunday 20 April  

All-Age Worship 

 

Sunday 27 April 

Judith Stewart 

Jean Hill  

 

A big thank you to all those 

who take their turn on the 

Creche Rota.  If anyone else 

wants to be involved in this 

essential task, or if you want 

any information about the 

Creche, just contact Judith 

Stewart on  9752  8975. 

To obtain a colour copy of this 

magazine each month by Email, 

just send an Email to: 

 

stormont@down.anglican.org  

 

requesting the same.  It‟s as 

easy as that! 

CONFIRMATION 

 

 

 

 

 

Five of our parishioners are due to 

be Confirmed by the Bishop at a 

service in St Dorothea‟s Parish 

Church Gilnahirk on Sunday 27 

April at 7.00pm. 

They are Carol Matthews, Chloe 

McCabe, Daniel Stewart, David 

Clarke and Douglas Barrett. 

Please remember them in your 

prayers, and if you also want to 

support them by your presence at 

the service, you will be most wel-

come.  (We suggest that you 

come early to get a seat, because 

there are a lot of people being 

Confirmed). 
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If you are a Christian, the worst 
place to live in the world is North 
Korea, according to Open Doors' 

2008 World Watch List. 

The annual country persecution list 
ranked North Korea in the No 1 spot 
for the sixth year in a row. There 
were more arrests of Christians in 
the country in 2007 than in 2006, 

according to Open Doors. 

In North Korea, considered by many 
to be the world's most repressive 
regime, citizens are strictly banned 
from worshipping any other gods 
beside those enforced in the state 
religion - a personality cult revolving 
around current dictator Kim Jong Il, 
and his deceased father, Kim Il 

Sung. 

Moreover, Christianity is considered 
a serious threat to the regime's 
power and there are many reports 
of Christians being publicly exe-
cuted, tortured or imprisoned indefi-

nitely simply because of their faith. 

It is estimated that there are up to 
400,000 to 500,000 believers se-
cretly practising their faith in North 
Korea. At least a quarter of the 
Christians are imprisoned for their 
faith in political prison camps, from 
which people rarely get out alive, 
according to an Open Doors local 

source. 

The Worst Places 

for a Christian to live 

"It is certainly not a shock that 
North Korea is No 1 on the shame 
list for the sixth year in a row," said 
Carl Moeller, President/CEO of 
Open Doors USA. "There is no 
other country in the world where 
Christians are being persecuted in 
such a horrible and systematic 

manner." 

In second place behind North Ko-
rea is the kingdom of Saudi Arabia 
where fundamentalist Wahabbi 
Islam dominates society and op-
presses believers. Under the king-
dom's strict interpretation of Is-
lamic law, apostasy (conversion to 
another religion) is punishable by 
death if the accused does not re-

cant. 

Following close behind in third is 
Middle East neighbour Iran. Al-
though Christians are officially rec-
ognised as a religious minority, 
believers regularly face discrimina-
tion and persecution.  Islam is the 
predominant religion in six of the 
top 10 countries: Saudi Arabia, 
Iran, Maldives, Afghanistan, 

Yemen and Uzbekistan. 

This year, several countries moved 
up in the list including Bhutan (No 
5, up from No 7), but mainly due to 
Somalia and Yemen's decrease in 
persecution. Afghanistan also rose 
from No 10 to No 7, due to the 
South Korean Christian hostage 
drama last summer as well as 
other events that contributed to its 

worsening persecution status. 
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This year, several countries moved 
up in the list including Bhutan (No 
5, up from No 7), but mainly due to 
Somalia and Yemen's decrease in 
persecution. Afghanistan also rose 
from No 10 to No 7, due to the 
South Korean Christian hostage 
drama last summer as well as 
other events that contributed to its 

worsening persecution status. 

Two new countries were added to 
the 2008 list: Uzbekistan at No 9, 
up from No 11, and China at No 
10, up from No 12 last year. Three 
of the top 10 countries - North Ko-
rea, Laos and China - have com-
munist governments. Bhutan is the 

only Buddhist country on the list. 

Improvements in human rights 
were noted in Somalia (from No 4 
to 12), Vietnam (from No 8 to 17), 
Burma (from No 19 to 25), Ethiopia 
(from No 37 to 43) and Colombia 

(from No 43 to 50). 

The World Watch List ranks coun-
tries based on the intensity of per-
secution Christians face for ac-
tively pursuing their faith. The list 
is compiled based on answers to 
50 questions covering various as-
pects of religious freedom from 
Open Doors' indigenous contacts, 
field workers  and persecuted be-

lievers. 

METAMORPHOSIS 

FOR SOME OF 

STORMONT’S WOMEN 

 
“Woman To-

gether” is the 

new name for 

the old Young 

Wives group, 

who have un-

d e r g o n e 

something of a 

change re-

cently. 

 

The “girls” changed their name 

because they thought their old 

name might be excluding some of 

our parishioners. 

 

This action is a thoughtful and 

considerate one, and one which 

we think will be appreciated. 

 

Women Together have been busy 

recently, and it is these folk who 

have organised the upcoming Ta-

ble Quiz (see note elsewhere).  

With this they received the help of 

Noel Donaldson who compiled the 

quiz, and Raymond hastie who will 

be Quizmaster. 

STOPPING AT EASTER? 
Many of our organisations cease their activities at Easter, while other go on for 

much longer.  If youôve stopped, donôt forget to let Tom or Sheila know, so that we 

can allow outside bodies to use the hallðthere is always a demand for this. 
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Many thanks to those who 

worked so hard over the 

Holy Week and Easter pe-

riod, in all sorts of ways; 

and that includes the mem-

bers of the choir, who have 

a tough job during this 

time. 

Usually during the year we 

also give a “thank you” to 

Denis and Vivienne Tunnah 

and all the magazine dis-

tributors who work hard to 

get CONTACT through your 

letterbox in time for the 

new month. 

We also know that there are 

countless other jobs which 

people do in and around 

the parish—none of them 

goes unnoticed or unappre-

ciated; so thank you all for 

your hard work. 

PRAYERS AND POEMS 

 

 

 

A few months ago we asked for 

prayers and poems which people 

had written, or which had inspired 

them in some way, so that we 

could compile a little booklet. 

We are now looking at the re-

sponse—which was very good! 

Before we start to compile the 

booklet, we wondered if we 

should ask again, particularly in 

the light of Holy Week and 

Easter, which can be an inspiring 

time for many people. 

Whether you put your name on 

the work or not is up to you.  

Thank you to those who have 

already contributed; if you wish to 

make any further contributions, 

please do so soon. 
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EDITOR’S NOTE 

Four pages in the black-and-white version of 

CONTACT contain the Freewill Offering figures 

for 2007.  For technical reasons concerning the 

reproduction process, this cannot be made 

available in the colour edition. 

BEETLE! 
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AND MORE BEETLE! 
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THE 
BIG 
BIBLE 
QUIZ 

QUESTIONS ABOUT ANGELS 

Answers on another page 

[1] What was the name of the 

angel who told Mary she 

was going to have a baby? 

[2] After his confrontation with 

the prophets of Baal, Elijah 

fell asleep only to be 

woken by an angel who 

told him to do what? 

[3] In the Book of Daniel, 

which animals had their 

mouths shut by an angel? 

[4] When an angel appeared 

to Peter in prison, how did 

he wake the apostle? 

[5] Jesus never spoke about 

angels.  True or false? 

[6] What sort of angel is Mi-

chael? 

[7] What fact, according to 

Jesus in St Matthew 24, 

are angels ignorant of? 

[8] In Genesis, why did angels 

come to Sodom? 

[9] In the New Testament, 

what name did the angel 

tell Zechariah to give his 

son? 

[10] In St Matthew 25, what 

does Jesus say is prepared 

for the devil and all his an-

gels? 

[11] Who were told of the birth 

of Jesus by a huge number 

of angels? 

[12] Who stopped Abraham 

from slaying his son Isaac? 

[13] In genesis, which crying 

mother was found by an 

angel of the Lord in the 

desert of Beersheba? 

[14] Who, according to Psalm 

8, was made a little lower 

than the angels? 

[15] According to St Matthew, 

what phenomenon was 

caused by an angel at the 

tomb of Jesus? 

[16] Who‟s donkey saw an an-

gel blocking the path? 

[17] According to Acts, which 

believer has 

the face of 

an angel? 

[18] An angel 

appeared to 

Mary in the 

sixth month 

of what? 
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THE 
BIG 
BIBLE 
QUIZ 

HERE ARE THE ANSWERS! 

[1] Gabriel. 

[2] Get up and eat some 

food. 

[3] Lions. 

[4] He struck him in the 

side. 

[5] False (St Matthew 

18:10). 

[6] An archangel. 

[7] The day of Christ‟s re-

turn. 

[8] To destroy it. 

[9] John. 

[10] The eternal fire. 

[11] Shepherds. 

[12] An angel calling from 

heaven. 

[13] Hagar. 

[14] Man. 

[15] An earthquake. 

[16] Balaam‟s. 

[17] Stephen. 

[18] Elizabeth‟s pregnancy. 

DOES THE RECTOR EVER 

GO AWAY, AND IF HE DOES, 

WHAT DO I DO IN AN 

EMERGENCY? 

 

Yes, sometimes the Rector does 

go away, but if he‟s away for more 

than 24 hours, there is always 

someone looking after emergen-

cies. 

 

If an emergency arises and you 

think the Rector may be away, just 

phone the Rectory as usual, and 

an answering service will give you 

the name and telephone number 

of the person looking after things. 

 

Two points, however, are worth 

considering: 

 

1. The name and number you are 

given is for emergencies only; nor-

mal parish business must wait 

until the Rector is available. 

 

2. Don‟t assume that the person 

who took the services on Sunday 

is the one looking after emergen-

cies, and go and contact him.  

This may not necessarily be the 

case.  Always phone the Rectory 

first. 

EMERGENCY? 
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St Molua’s Ladies 

invite you to a 

 

Spring  

Coffee Morning  
 

Saturday 12 April 
10.00am—12 noon 

in the Hamilton Hall 

 

Also on sale: 

CAKES   +   PLANTS   +   BOOKS   +   BRIC-A-BRAC 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Come along and bring your friends for a cuppa 

and a friendly chat. 

 

Admission (including coffee) 

Adults £2.50 

Children £1.00 

 

Proceeds to the Repair Fund 
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You are invited to a 

 

TABLE 

QUIZ  
 

on Friday 18 April  at 7.45pm 

in the Hamilton Hall 

Adults £5.00        Children £3.00 

(This includes supper) 

 

Come along for an evening of good fun - 

and bring your friends! 

 

Proceeds to parish funds. 
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Furniture restorer and marquetry expert David Davies was the guest at 

an open meeting of the Men‟s Society last month. 

 

As well as showing many examples of his work, David explained what 

furniture restoration  was all about, and displayed some of the tools of 

his trade. 

GREAT INTEREST SHOWN IN DAVIDõS WORK 

Skilled craftsman reveals secrets to 

gob-smacked parishioners 

He explained how veneer is used on a piece of furniture, and how a 

piece can be dated, not only by its overall style, but also by the thick-

ness of the veneer and the method and techniques used to polish the 

piece.  David also revealed some of the many waxes and polishes 

which can be used, showed examples of many different types of wood, 
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and revealed how different woods could be used for different jobs; he 

gave away a few secrets about recognising various woods, and showed 

how the art of marquetry is executed. 

 

The mixed audience was shown several examples of David‟s marquetry 

which he had done in various woods and in brass. 

Perhaps the most inter-

esting aspect of David‟s 

presentation was when 

he quoted several pas-

sages from Holy Scrip-

ture, revealing what the 

Bible says about various 

skills and occupations. 

 

He emphasised that any 

skill is the gift of God to 

the individual, and that it 

should be used to God‟s 

greater glory, as well as 

for the benefit of one‟s 

fellow-men. 

 

David‟s great enthusiasm 

for his work came across 

clearly, as did his humility 

in the light of his  skill and 

craftsmanship. 

 

It was interesting that pa-

rishioners stayed late into 

the evening to ask ques-

tions and to see as much 

as possible of David‟s 

work.  The general re-

sponse was: “Please 

come back!” 

The various polishes and waxes are re-

vealed by an enthusiastic presenter. 

David and Jim discuss the difference 

between restoration and conservation, 

and the finer points of marquetry 

on a rosewood box. 
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As part of his presentation, David 

quoted this famous poem by AJH 

Brown (written in 1897), which we 

reproduce here in full: 

THE SCULPTOR 
 

A block of hardest marble stood 

Before the sculptor: where he 

would 

He smote with hand well skilled, 

and thus with blow on blow ful-

filled 

The vision of his mind. 

At first, with chisel coarse, and 

stroke 

Unspared, the corners off he 

broke, 

And soon the form appeared, 

But then with finer tools he 

wrought - 

And finer yet—until he brought 

The perfect image forth. 

So with unerring skilfulness, 

With cunning hand and sure, 

„Tis as the marble groweth less, 

The likeness groweth more. 

So God divinely works with those 

he in th‟eternal ages chose 

To show his works of grace, 

And thus with blow on blow to 

trace 

The image of his Son. 

 

Though sharp the blows, yet 

skilled the hand; 

If we but feebly understand 

The reason of each stroke, 

How bless‟d to know that he, who 

holds 

The tools, before his eye beholds 

His own beloved one! 

The cares and troubles day by 

day, 

The sorrows that o‟ershade the 

way, 

Together work for good. 

For nothing e‟er by chance be-

falls 

The one, whom God in purpose 

calls, 

In whom his love is found. 

But when we have the glory 

gain‟d, 

And Christ‟s full image have at-

tain‟d, 

We‟ll praise his wondrous skill, 

And bless the hand that dealt 

each blow 

Upon the marble here below 

In working out his will. 

SOMETHING 

TO 

THINK 

ABOUT 

 

 

“I like your Christ.  I do not 

like your Christians.  Your 

Christians are so unlike your 

Christ.” 

- Mohandas Gandhi 
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BOOK REVIEW  

WHO MOVED THE STONE? 

by Frank Morrison 

 

Frank Morrison set out to dis-

prove the Resurrection of Christ; 

he ended up being entirely con-

vinced of its reality! 

 

This fascinating book tells of the 

betrayal, trial, death and resurrec-

tion of our Lord in a unique way, 

and is well worth a read—

particularly during this season of 

Easter. 

 

We‟ve made a copy available in 

the Parish Library. 

FOXE’S BOOK OF MARTYRS 

by John Foxe 

 

John Foxe was born in England 

in 1516, and at an early age he 

embraced the English Reforma-

tion. 

 

During the reign of Queen Mary 

he fled the country and began his 

famous manuscript, recording in 

great detail the fate of many of 

the Reformation martyrs, includ-

ing that of Thomas Cranmer, who 

endured torture and death to 

bring us the Book of Common 

Prayer. 

 

In compiling this picture of the 

English Reformation, Foxe has 

given us an honest and compas-

sionate account of man‟s search 

for spiritual truth, and has left the 

Christian Church a legacy of in-

spiration and courage. 

 

An excellent read at any time of 

the year. 

&  THE PARISH LIBRARY     & 
 

Open every Sunday morning throughout the year, 

and located in the parish office, off the church porch. 

 

Go on, have a browse! 
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Eco - News  

How much food do you buy -  

and then throw away?  

According to recent research, 
it is a staggering third of all 

you buy. Nationally, that 

means £8 billion -worth of food 

a year. That comes to about 
6.7million tons -  imagine filling 

Wembley Stadium eight times 

over.  

The Government - funded Waste 
and Resources Action Pro-

gramme (Wrap) estimates that 

if households could cut out 

such waste, 15 million tons of 
carbon dioxide a year would be 

averted -  the same as if we 

took one in five cars off the 

road.  

It seems we let too much food 
go off in the fridge and cup-

board, and also cook more 

than we need or can eat -  and 

WHAT ARE YOU DOING 

WITH YOUR FOOD? 

With Spring and increasing 

warmth of the sun, hedgehogs 

around the country are waking 
up from a long hibernation this 

month. They are in need of 

food and water as soon as they 

emerge, as they need to re-
plenish lost fat reserves in 

time for the breeding season.  

If you have hedgehogs in your 

garden, you can do a lot to 
help them. Offer them meat -

based pet food and fresh water 

-  and soon they will be repay-

ing you by snacking on your 
slugs and snails. Please take 

care when tidying up the gar-

den from winter mayhem -  

many hedgehogs suffer terrible 

injuries every year from strim-
mers, garden forks, etc.  

For more info on helping these 

enchanting, prickly garden 

visitors, visit the British 
Hedgehog Preservation Society 

at:  

 www.britishhedgehogs.org.uk   

THE HEDGEHOGS 

ARE COMING! 

COPY DEADLINE FOR THE 

MAY EDITION: Sun. 13 April 

http://www.britishhedgehogs.org.uk

