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Rita, Rita, Maisie, Eileen and Eva 

at the Senior Parishioners’ Outing. 

Supper in the Ballyholme Parochial Hall. 
 

Photo: Malcolm Stanley 
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PARISH OF STORMONT : ST MOLUA’S CHURCH 

Rector: The Revd W D Humphries 

St Molua‟s Rectory, 3 Rosepark, Belfast BT5 7RG 

Phone: 9048 2292 

E-mail: stormont@down.anglican.org 

Associate Clergy: The Revd A P Patterson 

The Revd Canon J J G Mercer,  The Ven. W A Macourt 

Parish Reader: Helen Poots 

Lay Assistants at the Eucharist 

Dorothy McLean 

Noel Donaldson 

 

 

Rector’s Churchwarden 

Rosemary Pulford 

 

People’s Churchwarden 

Ian Johnston 

 

Rector’s Glebewarden 

Colin Cowan 

 

People’s Glebewarden 

Anne Fawcett 

 

Honorary Secretary 

Malcolm Stanley 

 

Honorary Treasurer 

Meta Collinson 

 

FWO Secretary 

Sheila Greenlee 

 

Gift Aid Secretary 

Mary Campbell 

 

Organist & Choirmaster 

Robert Thompson 

THE PARISH OFFICE 

Monday, 10.00am—12.00 noon 

Phone: 9041 9171 

 

Parish Office Secretary 

Sheila Greenlee 

 

 

PARISH WEBSITE 

stormont.down.anglican.org 

 

Parish Webmaster 

Malcolm Stanley 

Phone:  9048 5032 

E-mail: 

molua.stormont@btinternet.com 

 

 

Sexton 

Tom McMinn 

Phone: 9087 4130 

 

 

If a relative or friend is hospitalised 

or very ill, please phone the Rector 

to let him know.   If someone has 

been discharged from hospital, that 

information would also be much 

appreciated. 
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SOME FUND-RAISERS COMING UP… 
 

Friday 4 September in the Hamilton Hall 

Beetle Drive, 7.45pm 
(see separate notice) 

 

Saturday 19 September in the Hamilton Hall 

Coffee Morning 
(see separate notice) 

 

Sunday 27 September in the Hamilton Hall 

Harvest Lunch 

(see separate notice) 

 

Friday 2 October, 8.00pm in church 

“Schola Plus” 

Music by the boys of St Peter’s Cathedral 

 
Friday 16 October in the Hamilton Hall 

Frock Swap 

 
Saturday 21 November, 10.00am in the Hamilton Hall 

Christmas Fair 
 

Friday 27 November, 8.00pm in church 

Ards Choral Society sings Handel’s “Messiah” 
N.B.  Admission is by ticket, which you may purchase in advance 

from the Parish Office, Churchwardens and Choir members. 

 

Friday 11 December, 8.00pm in church 

The Parish Choir sings 

Music for Advent and Christmas 
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The Services  

at St Moluaõs 

September 2009 

[1] Sunday 6 September 

Trinity 13 

8.00am Holy Communion 

10.30am Parish Eucharist 

6.30pm Evensong 

 

Tuesday 8 September 

Birth of the Blessed Virgin Mary 

10.30am Holy Communion 

 

[2] Sunday 13 September 

Trinity 14 

8.00am Holy Communion 

10.30am Matins 

(Annual Service of the Ladiesô Guild) 

6.30pm Evensong 

 

Thursday 17 September 

7.30pm Prayers for Healing 

 

[3] Sunday 20 September 

Trinity 15 

8.00am Holy Communion 

10.30am All-Age Worship 

6.30pm Holy Communion 

Monday 21 September 

Feast of St Matthew 

10.30am Holy Communion 

 

Thursday 24 September 

7.30pm Prayers for Healing 

Tuesday 29 September 

Feast of St Michael & All Angels 

10.30am Holy Communion 

 

 

Thursday 1 October 

7.30pm Prayers for Healing 

[4] Sunday 27 September 

HARVEST 

THANKSGIVING 
8.00am Holy Communion 

10.30am Matins 

Theme: Creation in Crisis 

6.30pm Choral Evensong 
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IMPORTANT ARRANGEMENTS FOR 

HARVEST THANKSGIVING 

Gifts for decorating the church.   Gifts of flowers, fruit and vegetables 

will be most welcome, as always.  The church will be open on the Friday 

and Saturday - you can leave them in the porch, or at the back of the 

church.  Thank you for your help. 

 

Folk to do the decorating.   As always we need as many volunteers as 

possible to help with the decorating on Saturday morning.  Please don‟t 

leave it to the faithful few - your help is both needed and appreciated. 

 

Decoration of the church.  This will take place on Saturday (26th) at 

10.00am 

 

Children’s gifts.  It is the tradition in St Molua‟s that the boys and girls 

bring along a gift to the 10.30am service, when there will be an opportu-

nity for them to bring their gift to the chancel steps.  A few pieces of fruit 

would be most welcome; they can be placed in a small basket, or simply 

in a bag.  These gifts will be given to sick people in the parish. 

 

Flowers and fruit for the sick.  This operation is now considerably cur-

tailed.  The number of sick and chronically ill people in the parish has 

grown out of all proportion to the number of people who are prepared to 

deliver flowers and fruit, and it is unfair to place such a heavy burden on 

a small number of volunteers, therefore only the children‟s gifts will be 

delivered. 

 

The remaining fruit and vegetables.  Fruit and vegetables will be 

available for purchase on Monday morning.  Anyone should feel free to 

take some and leave a reasonable donation with Sheila in the office.  

All money collected by this means will be given to Christian Aid. 
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OUR HARVEST THEME: 

 

CREATION 

IN CRISIS 
- a time for prayer and action. 

politicians to take the measures 

necessary at national and inter-

national level. 

 

This is undergirded by the hope 

we share as Christians, based 

ultimately in God‟s good plans for 

his creation, the cosmic scope of 

Christ‟s saving work, and the 

Spirit‟s renewing power at work 

within and through human be-

ings. 

 

Our Harvest Thanksgiving Sun-

day would seem to be a good 

time to bring this to the attention 

of all our people, and to offer the 

situation to God in prayer. 

 

As a people who are involved in 

many aspects of environmental 

and ecological concern, both as 

individuals and at parish level, 

the Sunday morning service 

(10.30am) will be a particularly 

important one for us, and the 

Rector would appeal to everyone 

to be present. 

 

Our prayers will be required as 

never before if we are to make 

headway with this in our own 

country, let alone internationally. 

This year we have a very specific 

theme on which to concentrate at 

the time of our Harvest Thanks-

giving. 

 

An important United Nations Cli-

mate Change Summit will take 

place in Copenhagen  in Decem-

ber of this year. 

 

The Summit is being described as  

“the last chance for the planet.”  

In the face of mounting evidence 

that we are heading for runaway 

climate change and massive 

losses in biodiversity, there is the 

need for an international treaty 

that would bind governments to 

drastic and immediate cuts in car-

bon emissions—but this would 

require courageous and far-

sighted political leadership to 

transform our economy and many 

aspects of our culture. 

 

More than ever, therefore, Chris-

tians are called to demonstrate 

their commitment to care for crea-

tion, by living simply and sustain-

ably themselves, and by pressing 

WILL YOU BE AT THE 

BEETLE DRIVE? 

Friday 5 September! 
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DOWN & DROMORE 

COUNCIL FOR MISSION 

GIVES MONEY TO JEEL 

Our Diocesan Council for Mis-

sion has given £3,427 to the 

McCabe Educational Trust for 

the benefit of Jeel al-Amal and 

the Lazarus Home. 

 

This is a big boost, not only for 

the orphanages themselves, but 

also to those of us who raise 

money for Jeel throughout the 

year. 

 

It means, in fact, that our work is 

recognised and approved by the 

diocese, and that they are en-

couraging us to keep up the good 

work. 

 

At the Diocesan Synod held re-

cently in Lurgan, the Rector 

thanked the Council for Mission 

for their generosity, and told them 

that the fund-raising for Jeel 

would continue. 

RECIPE  BOOK 
 

“ W om e n 

Together” 

have been 

selling this 

over the 

s u m m e r , 

and sales 

are going well.  The book looks 

and reads very well indeed, and 

the secrets of many cooking pa-

rishioners have been revealed! 

 

The books sells at £6 per copy, or 

two for £10, and we reckon that 

there should be one in every 

kitchen!  It also makes an excel-

lent present. 

 

Copies may be obtained from 

“Women Together” or from Sheila 

at the Parish Office. 

 

Remember, this is a limited edi-

tion—once the copies are gone, 

they‟re gone. Make sure you get in 

on a little bit of parish history in the 

making, and pick up your copy 

now! 

A PRAYER WORTH LEARNING 
 

O God, forasmuch as without thee we are not able to please thee; Mer-

cifully grant that thy Holy Spirit may in all things direct and rule our 

hearts; through Jesus Christ our Lord.  [Collect of the 19th Sunday after Trinity] 
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What is Churches Together in Britain and Ireland? 
It is one of the instruments the churches have created to enable them to 
work together, and to co-ordinate the work they do separately. Its particu-
lar remit covers things it makes sense to do in common across more than 
one of the nations which make up Britain and Ireland. By "Britain and Ire-
land", we mean England, Scotland, Wales, Northern Ireland and the Irish 
Republic. 
 
Why is it Britain and Ireland, not just the United Kingdom? 
Because the Irish churches cover the whole of Ireland, not just north or 
south. So they can only be partners in a body which does the same. 
 
Who pays for Churches Together in Britain and Ireland? 
Most of the work the churches do together is paid for directly by the 
churches themselves. There is, however, also a sum set aside to finance 
the CTBI office and some of its larger meetings, and each church contrib-
utes to this according to its strength. 
 
What is 'ecumenism'? 
It has different meanings for different people. Traditionally, it has meant 
the movement by which the churches have come to accept each other as 
fellow Christians, find ways of working together, and explored pathways to 
greater visible unity. Some have complained that that puts too much em-
phasis on the organised church, and that ecumenism should be seen 
more broadly as a popular movement by which Christian people express 
and discover their unity outside the confines of the institutional church. 
 
Others again have begun to use the term to talk about an inter faith dia-
logue - an ecumenism which embraces Islam, Judaism, Hinduism and the 
rest, as well as Christianity. And yet others point to the derivation of the 
word and want to use it to talk of the whole created world - of the unity 
between all peoples, and between people and creation. 
 
These are all positive meanings, but there are also those for whom it is a 
negative word, reflecting unacceptable compromises about faith or culture. 

Our article on Climate Change mentions a body called 
CHURCHES TOGETHER IN BRITAIN AND IRELAND.  Do you 
know what this is?  We think that all our people should be fa-
miliar with this body, so here are some FAQs (frequently asked 
questions) and their answers. 
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When someone talks about ecumenism, you have to ask them what they 
mean! 
 
What happened to the British Council of Churches? 
Churches Together in Britain and Ireland grew out of the British Council of 
Churches (BCC), but it is not quite the same kind of organisation. The Brit-
ish Council of Churches existed for a long time until 1990, but it didn't in-
clude the Roman Catholics. 
 
When they became partners in 1990, the organisation not only changed 
its name but took on a new way of working. The new body was to be un-
derstood as a way of helping churches work together, not a separate level 
of ecumenical work. That means it can speak and act only when there is 
consensus among the churches. 
 
From 1990 to 1999 it was called the Council of Churches for Britain and 

Ireland, because for legal reasons it had to have a name similar to that of 

the BCC. It adopted its present name in 1999. 

CALLING ALL LADIES 

What do you do on a Thursday morning? 

 
If you‟re free, then why not drop into the minor hall for a coffee and 

a chat, between 10.30am and 12 noon? 

 

Some like to bring their knitting or sewing, but others just come for 

the craic—we also organise the occasional outing or lunch out.  

It‟s a good way to meet other people—especially if you are alone 

or at home all day.   

So don‟t be shy—come along!  

We look forward to seeing you 

any Thursday morning. 

 

 

-  The Friendly Circle 
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Those of our parish who were Confirmed before the summer 

in St Columbaôs Church, Knock, pictured with the Rector and the Bishop. 

Scott Hamilton, Abbie Ferris, Hannah Jackson, 

Deborah Stewart, Andrew Johnston. 

THE CHRISTMAS FAIR 
 

What???   Already??? 

Yes—already! 

 

Due to a very full parish diary this year, we are having to hold the 

Christmas Fair earlier than we would like to.  We don‟t intend to 

keep it as early as this, but we simply have to do it this year, if we 

are to have one at all.  So we‟re giving the date now, so that every-

one can be ready: 

 

Saturday 21 November 
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You are invited to a 

BEETLE DRIVE 
on Friday 4 September at 7.45pm in the Hamilton Hall. 

 

Admission £5, kids £3 (includes supper). 

Proceeds to Jeel al-Amal. 

 

St Moluaôs Parishioners just love Beetle Drives! 

Come along and join in the fun! 

St Molua‟s Ladies invite you to an 

 

Autumn 

Coffee Morning 
 

Saturday 19 September 

10.00am—12 noon in the Hamilton Hall 

Also on sale: 

Cakes   Plants   Books   Brci-a-Brac 

 

Come along and bring your friends 

for a cuppa and a friendly chat. 

 

Admission (incl. coffee) 

Adults £2.50    Children £1.00 

Proceeds to the Repair Fund 
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CRECHE  

ROTA  

 

 

 

 

 

Sunday  6 September 

Liz Keers 

Catherine Corbetta 

 

Sunday 13 September 

Judith Stewart 

Jean Hill 

 

Sunday 20 September 

All-Age Worship 

 

Sunday 27 September 

Elaine Hamilton 

Alison Wolseley 

 

 

A big thank you to all those who 

take their turn on the Creche Rota.  

If anyone else wants to be involved 

in this essential task, or if you want 

any information about the Creche, 

just contact Judith Stewart on  

9752  8975. 

CREMATION 
ñI am the resurrection and the lifeò 

 

1 June 2009 

Raymond S J Hastie 

29 Old Dundonald Road 

followed by interment of ashes in the 

Garden of Remembrance, 

21 June 2009. 

 

24 June 2009 

William Hamilton 

late of 159 King‟s Road 

 

8 July 2009 

George Irwin 

late of 20 Knockburn Park 

 

 

BURIAL 
ñDeath is swallowed up in victory.ò 

26 June 2009 

Ellen McCallum 

136 Abbey Park 

 

29 July 2009 

Thomas Allen Donnan 

10 Rosepark Central 
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KESHER SESSIONS 
Tuesday evenings in the minor hall 

beginning on Tuesday 15 September 

ALL WELCOME 

Christians and Jews  -  blood brothers or separated brethren? 

Israel  -  political accident or covenant people? 

And where does the Church fit in? 

 

These questions and others will be explored in this autumn session, 

lasting about ten weeks, in which we hope to show the connection be-

tween Judaism and Christianity, Israel and the Church. 

The Jewishness of Jesus  +  Jesus the Rabbi  +  Jesus the Messiah 

The Jewishness of the Scriptures  +  Salvation is from the Jews 

The Great Divide  +  Anti-Semitism 

The Physical Restoration and Rebirth of Israel 

Israel  -  Prophecy fulfilled  +  Israel today and tomorrow 

PRAYERS...TEACHING...FREE DISCUSSION...SUPPER 

 

ñSo what does ñKesher ñ mean, anyway?ò 

Come along and youôll find out! 

 

ANYONE can join us, and YOU are welcome! 
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Got a book token to use? 

Want to browse some books? 

Need to find a particular book? 

 

Try the Good Book Shop at 

Church of Ireland House be-

side St Anne’s Cathedral. 

 

“A well-stocked shop with 

pleasant and efficient staff—I 

wouldn‟t go anywhere else.  At 

St Molua‟s, all our books come 

from the Good Book Shop.” 
- The Rectorôs 

personal recommendation! 

THE GARDEN 

OF REMEMBRANCE 

 
The Garden of 

Remembrance 

is located on 

the grass strip 

between the 

church and the 

hall.  It is 

marked at one 

end by a brick 

wall bearing a 

cross, and at the other end by 

metal pillars and a chain. 

 

The purpose of the Garden is for 

the interment of ashes after cre-

mation, and the ashes of several 

people have already been interred 

there. 

 

As one of several things we have 

to think about in preparation for 

our own death, parishioners may 

like to ponder whether or not they 

wish their own ashes to be in-

terred in the garden. 

 

The regulations pertaining to the 

burial of ashes may be found on 

the notice board in the church 

porch (right hand side). 

 

If you require more information, or 

wish to discuss this matter, just 

have a word with the Rector. 
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CATCHING UP...  

Itôs such a long time since we last had a ñCONTACTò that you may 

have got behind with some of the news.  Well, here are some little bits 

to bring you up-to-date! 

Congratulations to 

Sunday School teacher 

Michael Kirk, who mar-

ried his sweetheart 

Heather on 30 June, 

and they‟re living happily ever af-

ter! 

 

 

The Senior Parish-

ioners‟ Outing went 

ahead towards the 

end of June, when 

we embarked on a beautiful tour of 

the Ards Peninsula. 

 

The weather was absolutely su-

perb, and we basked in the sun-

shine at Portavogie before continu-

ing on to Ballyholme, where we 

had our supper in the parochial 

hall. 

 

We were all late home to bed, but 

we thoroughly enjoyed the eve-

ning.  Thanks are due to Sheila for 

organising, to Malcolm for planning 

the route, to all the drivers, and to 

Sue, Anne and Karen from Bally-

holme for their hospitality. 

 

We have one of the Ballyholme 

photos on the front cover; you can 

see all the Outing photos on the 

email version of CONTACT, and 

on the Parish Website. 

 

 

The kids had a day out 

at Delamont Park, and 

enjoyed themselves 

enormously.  Then the 

next day they led a considerable 

amount of All-Age Worship, includ-

ing the reading of lessons, the 

prayers (which they wrote them-

selves), an “anthem”, and a su-

perb play on the call of Samuel.  

What a talented bunch of kids we 

have! 

 

 

Thanks to The Revd Percy Patter-

son who took the services while 

the Rector was on holiday in July, 

and to Canon Walter Laverty who 

dealt with emergencies. 
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Hey, how come youôre making us buy tickets in ad-

vance for the Messiah? 

We‟re not making you—we‟re suggesting that it might be in your 

own interests to do so, for the following reason: 

 

“Messiah” draws a big crowd wherever it is performed; Ards Cho-

ral Society also draws a big crowd. 

There are rules about how many people we can fit into church for 

public performances, and exactly how we fit them in; (for example 

we are not allowed to place seats in the aisles); for the safety of 

the public, we must keep to these rules. 

This means that non-ticket holders will have to wait outside until 

we can see if there are any seats available for them.  If there are 

not, we cannot admit them. 

 

We strongly advise, therefore, that tickets are purchased in ad-

vance; this will assure you of a seat and save you the embarrass-

ment of queuing outside until ten minutes before the start time. 

LADIES’ GUILD NOTES 

 
Ladies, don‟t 

forget the Guild 

S e r v i c e —

Sunday 13 Sep-

t e m b e r  a t 

10.30am; we 

would love to 

see all mem-

bers present. 

 

The first meeting will take place 

on Thursday 24 September at 

2.30pm, when our speaker will be 

Bishop Gordon McMullan, who 

will talk about “Growing Up in 

East Belfast.” 

 

This will be a very worthwhile 

meeting, so we hope to welcome 

back all our members, and many 

new members too. 

 

Also, ladies,  don‟t forget the Cof-

fee Morning on Saturday 19 Sep-

tember!  Bring all your friends and 

relatives and see if we can fill the 

hall! 
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FUNDRAISING AND OTHER EVENTS 
 

Anyone intending to use the church or parochial hall for fund-

raising or other social events (apart from  normal use by organi-

sations) should consult the Rector first.  This is very important, 

as events need to be well spaced out if we are to obtain maxi-

mum support for each. 

 

Once notification has been received, it can be placed on the 

parish calendar and advertised in the usual way. 

ST MOLUA’S SELLS 

GOLD RESERVES 

 
Did you know we had some 

gold reserves?  Well, back in 

April we asked for bits of bro-

ken gold jewellery—anything 

that couldn‟t be repaired and 

would otherwise be thrown out. 

 

We made about £360—and 

we‟re still collecting!  So if 

you‟ve got any broken gold ear-

rings, chains, etc. do please 

consider giving them to 

“Women Together”. 

 

Many thanks to those of you 

who have handed over your 

gold! 

“Thy word is a lamp unto my 

feet and a light unto my 

path.”  [Ps.119:105] 

òWe are all fallen 

creatures, and all 

very hard to live 

with.ó   
 - C.S. Lewis 
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The following article is shortly to be produced  as one of a 

series of information leaflets on various functions within the 

parish.  As we are a little behind schedule with these leaflets, 

weôve decided to print the first one here in CONTACT. 

THE PASTORAL MINISTRY 

AT ST MOLUA’S 
 

This is one of the largest and most 

complex of ministries which we 

undertake in our parish, and contri-

butions are made to it by a great 

many people. 

 

The Sick in Hospital 

There are almost always parish-

ioners in hospital—mostly in the 

Ulster, Royal Victoria, City and 

Musgrave Park Hospitals, but 

sometimes in others also. 

 

Most of the hospital visiting is done 

by the Rector, and sometimes (for 

example in holiday periods) by 

another clergyman nominated by 

him.  Under our current system, 

some parishioners may also be 

visited by David Davies or another 

lay visitor, usually after they have 

been seen by the Rector. 

 

The old system of informing clergy 

of their parishioners in hospital still 

exists, but it is not quite as efficient 

as it once was.  This is due mainly 

to privacy of information, which is 

a big thing nowadays.  For exam-

ple, a patient may be asked if he/

she would like to see a hospital 

chaplain.  If the answer is no, then 

there is no way in which an official 

message can be sent to the Rec-

tor. 

 

It is for that reason that someone 

(usually a relative or friend) in-

forms the Rector or the Parish Of-

fice Secretary that someone has 

been admitted to hospital. 

 

Likewise, when a person has been 

discharged, this information is also 

welcome; many clergy find them-

selves searching a hospital for a 

parishioner who is no longer there. 

 

The long-term sick, frail and eld-

erly at home or in hospitals and 

nursing homes 

The main source of visitation for 

many of these people is our team 

of Parish Visitors.  In any parish—

and certainly in ours—there are 

people who are anxious to be in-

volved in some aspect of ministry, 

as God has work for all of us to do 

in the parish—”ministry” is for eve-

ryone—not just the clergy. 

 

Some of these people are suited 

to the visitation of the sick, and it 
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is the Rector‟s job to ensure that 

these people are trained for the 

task. 

 

Many of our  chronically ill people, 

therefore, are visited by a parish 

visitor, usually once a month.  

Some people have been offered a 

parish visitor, but have declined 

the offer; others may not yet have 

been offered this service. 

 

At present the parish visitors are 

Dorothy McLean (who co-

codinates the service), Noreen 

Thompson, Grace Hill, Vi Moore, 

Phyllis Jackson, Pat Blair, Frances 

Hastie, Lynn McCance, Audrey 

Faulkner, Joan McNeilly, Anne 

Fawcett, Margaret Lynas, Mary 

Campbell, Edwina Tester, Rose-

mary Pulford, David Davies. 

 

The Rector will also visit chroni-

cally ill people, particularly in con-

nection with the Holy Communion 

(see further on), but it is essential 

that the relatives of the chronically 

ill keep in touch with him.  

 

The Rector is always available to 

see relatives on request.  If an 

older person is sick, the next-of-kin 

will usually keep in touch with the 

doctor; likewise, we recommend 

that contact be maintained with the 

Rector. 

 

Emergency Visiting 

This system is maintained solely 

by the Rector, and is available to 

those at home, in nursing homes 

or hospitals 24:7, depending on 

his availability. 

 

Those who require an emergency 

visit should phone the Rectory;  if 

the Rector is away for more than 

12 hours (approx.), an answering 

service will give the name and 

number of the person who is cov-

ering for him. 

 

In the event of a death 

Some people phone the Rector 

first; some phone the funeral di-

rector first.  It doesn‟t really mat-

ter, except that no funeral ar-

rangements should be put in place 

without first checking to see if the 

Rector is available to do the fu-

neral. 

 

Holy Communion for the sick 

This system is maintained solely 

by the Rector.  The number of 

chronically ill people requesting 

Holy Communion has increased 

significantly in recent years, and 

this is to be welcomed.  Some of 

these people receive the Sacra-

ment about four times a year; oth-

ers only occasionally.  A request 

for this should be made to the 

Rector or to the Parish Office Sec-

retary. 
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Intercession for the sick 

This is an absolutely vital aspect 

of ministry to the sick.   It is carried 

out by a group of faithful volun-

teers on a daily basis, but particu-

larly in church on Thursday eve-

nings. 

 

While many people place the 

Christian names of their sick rela-

tives and friends in the sick book, 

a huge number of people do not.  

This is sad, as a great deal of 

good can be done for the sick and 

elderly, if relatives would just take 

the trouble to do this.  Christian 

people should be prepared to pray 

for the sick, and to allow others to 

do the same. 

 

The sick book is normally located 

in the chapel, and the church is 

open daily. 

 

For those who do care enough to 

place names in the book, we sim-

ply ask you to keep the book up-to

-date by noting any change in the 

person‟s condition. 

 

It would also be a good thing if 

relatives of the sick or chronically 

ill person would occasionally come 

to the Thursday evening service 

(7.30pm—7.45pm) to show some 

support for the system and for 

those who carry it out. 

 

In general 

Please remember, when the Rec-

tor comes to visit under the pas-

toral visitation system, he will want 

to talk about more than the 

weather, or about what you got for 

Christmas. 

 

Yes, these are very good conver-

sation starters, and he might men-

tion them anyway—but the Rec-

tor‟s job is to keep an eye on peo-

ple‟s spiritual condition, so please 

don‟t be surprised or shocked 

when he asks about the state of 

your soul! 

 

Questions 

If you have any questions about 

the Pastoral Visitation System, 

please ask them.  Hopefully this 

will help others as well as yourself, 

as we can publish any frequently 

asked questions here in CON-

TACT. 

 

As always, in an emergency, the 

two numbers you are most likely to 

need are: The Rectory: 9048 2292 

The Parish Office: 9041 9171 

 

Finally, please pray, not only for 

the sick, but for all those who visit 

them, and for the success of the 

system itself.  Nothing can be 

properly achieved in the parish 

without YOUR prayers and good 

will. 
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After the Bible, John Bunyan‟s wonderful 

Christian allegory, the Pilgrimôs Pro-

gress, is one of the most celebrated and 

widely-read books in the English lan-

guage. It has been translated into more 

than one hundred languages around the 

world and keeps its place as a Christian 

classic. 

 

Names of people and places from its 

pages have been commonplace wher-

ever English is spoken. We need only re

-call Mr Great-Heart, Mr Valiant-for-Truth, Giant Despair, Madame Bub-

ble, the Slough of Despond, Vanity Fair, the Delectable Mountains, the 

Hill Difficulty and the Celestial City. 

 

Bunyan was born on 28 November 1628, at Elstow, near Bedford, Eng-

land, of a poor family.  He had little formal education and his father 

taught him to be a metal worker. His first wife died young. His second 

wife, Elizabeth, helped him considerably with his blossoming literary 

career. His conversion was the result of reading the Bible, and the wit-

ness of local Christians. From that time the Bible became the great in-

spiration of his life. He wrote more than fifty books on Christianity. 

 

A Baptist by conviction, he had little time for the Established Church.  

Bunyan became a popular preacher, but because of his opposition to 

the Established Church and because he did not have a Church of Eng-

CHRISTIAN  
CHARACTERS  

John Bunyan 
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land preaching licence, he was imprisoned in 1661. It was in prison that 

he wrote Pilgrimôs Progress. It was not only Bunyan‟s greatest book but 

was destined to become one of the most popular Christian books in the 

world. 

 

Pilgrimôs Progress is an allegory, using the names of people and places 

from the Bible to teach spiritual lessons. The vivid and unforgettable 

imagery in the Pilgrimôs Progress covers the whole Christian gospel 

from sin and condemnation all the way through faith, repentance, grace, 

justification, sanctification, and perseverance, to heaven itself. 

 

Bunyan died on 31 August 1688. His portrayal of the death of Mr Valiant 

For Truth is Bunyan at his allegorical best. This brave old soldier of Je-

sus Christ has received his summons to „go home.‟ Calling his friends 

together he says, „My sword I give to him who shall succeed me in my 

pilgrimage … My marks and scars I carry with me, to be a witness for 

me, that I have fought His battles, Who will now be my rewarder.‟ … So 

he passed over, and all the trumpets sounded for him on the other side.‟ 

What?  You havenôt read ñPilgrimôs Progressò? 

Well, youôll find a copy in our Parish Library - 

open each Sunday morning after the 10.30 service 

ðin the Parish Office. 

A NOTICE FOR EVERYONE 

The Hamiton Hall has recently been redecorated.  You  

are respectfully reminded that notices, drawings, 

paintings, photos, etc. should be placed on the notice 

boards provided, and NEVER directly on the walls. 

 

Our hall looks beautiful; we want to keep it that way. 
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THE 
BIG 
BIBLE 

MISCELLANEOUS 
Answers on another page 

1 What was the name of the 

town that was known as “the 

City of David”? 

2 Who was Andrew‟s 

brother? 

3 Where did Jesus perform 

his first miracle? 

4 Who prayed three times a 

day at an open window? 

5 In what book of the Bible do 

you find the story of the 

burning bush? 

6 Who prayed inside a fish? 

7 What is the longest psalm 

in the Bible? 

8 What was the name of the 

special food that God pro-

vided for the children of 

Israel during their forty 

years in the wilderness? 

9 Who in the Bible could 

carry the title “The wise 

king”? 

10 What Bible character was 

turned into a pillar of salt? 

11 What Bible character ate 

food that was given to the 

pigs? 

12 How many books are there 

in the New Testament? 

13 What was the name of 

Abraham‟s wife? 

14 The water that Jesus 

turned into wine was in 

how many pots? 

15 Who brought back to life 

the son of the widow in 

whose house he was stay-

ing? 

16 What was the name of the 

mother who made a little 

coat for her son every 

year? 

17 Zipporah had a very fa-

mous husband—what was 

his name? 

18 Two men in the Bible had 

the same name.  One was 

very poor, and the other 

was a friend of Jesus.  

What was their common 

name? 

19 What was the name of the 

runaway slave who went 

back to his master? 

20 When a certain king put on 

a feast, God‟s handwriting 

appeared on the wall and 

startled everyone present.  

Who was the king? 
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THE 
BIG 
BIBLE 
QUIZ 

ANSWERS 

LAST ISSUEôS 

HEAD-SCRATCHER 
 

If Methuselah was the oldest man in 

the world (969 years of age), how 

come he died before his father? 

 

His father was Enoch.  The Bible says 

that Enoch never diedðhe was taken 

directly to heaven. 

1 Bethlehem (St Luke 2:4) 

2 Peter (St Matt.10:2) 

3 Cana of Galilee (St Jn 

2:11) 

4 Daniel (Daniel 6:10) 

5 Exodus (3:2-4) 

6 Jonah (Jonah 2:1) 

7 Psalm 119 

8 M a n n a  ( E x o d u s 

16:14,15) 

9 King Solomon (1 Kings 3

-11) 

10 Lot‟s wife (Genesis 19:15

-26) 

11 The prodigal son (St 

Luke 15:11-16) 

12 27 

13 Sarah (Genesis 17:15) 

14 Six (St John 2:6) 

15 Elijah (1 Kings 17:17-22) 

16 Hannah (1 Samuel 1) 

17 Moses (Exodus 2:21) 

18 Lazarus (St Luke 16:20, 

St John 12:1) 

19 Onesimus (Philemon 10-

12) 

20 Belshazzar (Daniel 5) 

Weõre still collecting used postage 

stamps for charity.  Many thanks 

to all our regular helpers. 

DON’T FORGET 
 

If you are able to receive 

Email, then you can arrange 

to have the full colour version 

of CONTACT delivered to 

your mailbox.  This often con-

tains more photos—in living 

colour! 

 

How do you obtain this?  Just 

send a request to: 

stormont@down.anglican.org 


