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WHO WERE

THE MAGI?

The birth of Jesus - and the star
which heralded his birth - was the
activity of God himself. At signifi-
cant stages of Jesus' life, certain
phenomena featured - the dove at
his baptism, the light at his trans-
figuration, the darkness and earth-
quake at his death, the cloud at
his ascension. These occurrences
attested Jesus to those who had
minds to understand. Similarly
then, at his birth, there was a star.

The significance of the wise men -
the 'Magi' as they have been
termed - is that they were Gen-
tiles, probably from Mesopotamia.
Traditionally it seems that the
Magi (who were a kind of priestly
tribe) were to the Persians what
the Levites were to lIsrael; they
were respected instructors of the
Persian kings.

It is very likely that they would
have taken
note of a Jew- “jf
ish  prophecy
that had been
uttered centu-
ries earlier -
by a Gentile
prophet, Ba-
laam by
name.

In fact he was from their own area,
Pethor, by the river Euphrates
(Numbers 22:4,5). His words
would have been remembered
down the ages. Their enquiring
minds predisposed them to recog-
nise and then follow the star, when
it appeared.

The star stood for regal power and
splendour; here is a firm indication
of kingship. Further lines point to
the widespread rule of this coming
individual. Consequently, when a
special star came to the attention
of the Magi, they decided to inves-
tigate further.

On reaching Jerusalem, the Magi
caused great disruption with their
enquiry as to where the new king
has been born. Herod's advisers
looked up the prophecies, and
announced Bethlehem as the lo-
cation (Micah 5:2). But none of
them made the journey to Bethle-
hem. It was left to these Gentile
enquirers to go and pay homage
to Israel's king.

Worship - not power - was their

aim. The
Magi of St
Matthew
chapter 2
were wise
with the wis-
dom that
& seeks God,

! W and were
| obedient to
him.



. Sunday 18 January
The Services at Epiphany 2
8.00am Holy Communion
10.30am All-Age Worship
6.30pm Holy Communion

St Molua’s

‘ Thursday 22 January
i. 7.30pm Prayers for Healing
Sunday 25 January
Epiphany 3
(Conversion of St Paul)
8.00am Holy Communion

Thursday 1 January 10.30am Matins
The Naming of Jesus 6.30pm Evensong
10.30am Holy Communion

January 2009

Thursday 29 January

Sunday 4 January 7.30pm Prayers for Healing
Christmas 2

8.00am Holy Communion Sunday 1 February
10.30am Parish Eucharist Epiphany 4

6.30pm Evensong (Celebrating Candlemas today)

8.00am Holy Communion
Tuesday 6 January 10.30am Parish Eucharist
Feast of the Epiphany 6.30pm Advent to Candlemas

10.30am Holy Communion

Holy Communion on 1 January is a

service attended by many. If

you' ve never been t c
dedicate the New Year to God, why

not come along on this occasion.

Festive fruit punch and goodies in

the choir vestry afterwards!

Thursday 8 January
7.30pm Prayers for Healing

Sunday 11 January
Epiphany 1
8.00am Holy Communion
10.30am Matins

6.30pm Evensong We will celebrate Candlemas a day

early, on Sunday 1 February, so
that all our worshippers can join us
for this important festival.

Thursday 15 January
7.30pm Prayers for Healing







WOW!
WHAT A
CHRISTMAS FAIR!

We still can’t quite believe it, but
through the Christmas Fair we
brought in £5,300—and at the
time of going to print the total is
still rising.

This is our biggest total so far,
and is a full £300 up on last
year.

To do as well as this in the mid-
dle of a ‘credit crunch’ is really a
remarkable achievement, and
congratulations must go to all
who supported the Fair in what-
ever way. A lot of hard work
was put into the Fair; things on
the day went very smoothly in-
deed; there was a great sense
of enjoyment, and a lot of chil-
dren attended. Well done to all!

CRECHE

Sunday 4 January
No creche

Sunday 11 January
Judith Stewart
Heather Cherry

Sunday 18 January
All-Age Worship

Sunday 25 January
Claire Barrett-Ferris
Maureen Henderson

A big thank you to all those who
take their turn on the Creche Rota.
If anyone else wants to be involved
in this essential task, or if you want
any information about the Creche,
just contact Judith Stewart on
9752 8975.




REMEMBER OUR SPONSORS

A big thank you to those who sponsored the Christmas Fair. As well
as giving them space in the Christmas Fair leaflet, delivered to al-
most every door in the parish, we have also recorded their names
below. Please make use of them if you possibly can.

Cowan Architectural (Colin Cowan) 9182 2946
McCabe Plumbing & Heating, 46 Castleview Road
R.G. Beattie, Building, Repairs & Maintenance, 07711 609746
NISA Local, Summerhill Avenue

Captain Cod’s Takeaway, Summerhill Avenue
Jonathan Hall Opticians, 7 King’s Square

ACC Repairs & Service, 12 Barnett’'s Road

J. Kelham Electric, 9048 2899, 07974 674526
The Potting Shed, King’s Square

James Coffee, Butcher, 7 Belmont Road

Little Petal, 121 Gilnahirk Road

Origin Skincare Centre, 22a King's Road

Valley Crust Home Bakery, 28 Gilnahirk Road
Tranquil Beauty, 3 Briarwood mews

Physio Works NI, 107 Gilnahirk Road

Zamba Ladies Shoe Shop, King’s Square

New Style Salon, 10 King’s Square

Golden Crumb Bakery, 53 Belmont Road

The Loft Coffee Shop, 47a Comber Road
Chevron Cleaners, 42 Gilnahirk Road

Subway, 22 King’s Square

Economy 7 Heating (Strandtown Electrical), 65 Belmont Road
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Recently the opportunity arose for me to become St. Molua’s representa-
tive to “CMJ Ireland”. | was delighted, and | gladly accepted an invitation
to their Annual General Meeting where | was invited to join their organis-
ing committee.

It was a very interesting and informative meeting, and we were enter-
tained with Klezmer (traditional Jewish) music, had various presentations
and the evening finished with supper which was an Israeli finger buffet.

| have collated some information on CMJ which you may find interesting.
CMJUK was started in London by visionaries such as William Wilberforce,
Charles Simeon and Lord Shaftesbury, whose faith propelled them to
work tenaciously to establish first, a British Consulate and then a Protes-
tant Bishopric in Jerusalem. This changed forever the Status Quo of the
Holy City and introduced Protestant Christianity to the Middle East.

CMJ Ireland was established in 1810 as an auxiliary of CMJ in England,
but in 1890 it became a fully fledged society in its own right and a sister
society of CMJ in England which has been ministering to Jewish people
since 1809.

CMJI is part of a growing international family including CMJUK, CMJ Is-
rael, CMJUSA and CMJ South Africa (Messiah’s People.) This gives CMJ
a worldwide ministry to share with Jewish people our belief that not only is
Jesus, (to the Jews Yeshua), the Saviour of the world, but he is the Jew-
ish Messiah. CMJ continues to take the Good News of the Jewish Mes-
siah to his own people and to show them love.

The mission of CMJ is to encourage Jewish people to come to faith in Je-
sus as their Messiah, to support them in serving him and to equip the
Church to be involved in this mission using:



Evangelism: to work together with God in his continuing purpose for the
Jewish people worldwide.

Encouragement: to work together with God in encouraging Jewish believ-
ers.

Education: to teach the Christian Church about the Jewish roots of its
faith.

CMJI supports a summer camp in Ostroda, Poland, for disadvantaged
Jewish children. There are usually 60 children at the camp, aged between
eight and fourteen.

Here also is a “Children of Holocaust” camp which is organised for Jewish
people from the age of sixty up to eighty, many of whom are survivors of
the Holocaust. There are usually up to eighty campers. Preparation for
summer camps in 2009 are already under way.

Hopefully this has whet your appetite, as it is the Rector’s intention to in-
vite the Regional Advisor of CMJI to visit St. Molua’s and give us a better
insight into the work they are doing.

I hope to keep you up to date with snippets of information.

Rosemary

A rector in a small country church was looking forward to an important
visit from his bishop, which would involve the bishop staying overnight at
the rectory after the service. His young son became very excited, as he
had never spoken to a bishop before.

The rector decided that his young son should be allowed to knock the
bishop's door in the morning, and bring him in his morning tea. His father
gave him instructions: "First, knock on the door of the bishop's room and
then say loud and clear: "It's the boy, my Lord, it's time to get up.”

The young son was very excited and rehearsed his lines,
repeating them over and over. Finally the bishop came
and spent the night. Next morning the young lad went to
the door and knocked. He cried loudly: "It's the Lord, my
boy, and your time is up!"




NEWS FROM THE
LADIES’ GUILD

At our first meeting in 2009, 8
January, Mrs Betty Craig, one of
our own ladies, will talk about ‘My
sister Eileen.’

Our second meeting, on January
22, is aimed at keeping us seniors
safe. The speaker will be Heather
Horner of Belfast City Council and
District Policing Partnership.

So here are two excellent speak-
ers and subjects to start of the new
year—we hope to see you all on 8
January. A very happy and peace-
ful new year to all our members.

oty gl e e Poee B aorae o
Senttivir tae gfelt oo snraneed cohip-tar!

THIS MAGAZINE
MAY BE LATE—

- and if it is, then on this occa-
sion don’t blame your distribu-
tor!

We've tried very hard to get
the January CONTACT to
you by the beginning of the
year, but with the hectic run-
up to Christmas, and then the
printer’'s holidays which last
into January, we think we may
not make it.

Of course, at this time of year
we have the option of a com-

bined December/January edi-
tion, but we think that people
would probably prefer two
separate issues. (If you think

differently,
know).

please let us

Normally, however, there is
no reason why you should not
receive your copy by the be-
ginning of the month to which
it refers.

Let’s just take a moment to
think about, and appreciate,
those who are responsible for
the delivery of our magazines,
who do a wonderful job!




150 YEARS OF THE GOOD OLD
PARISH MAGAZINE

2009 may mark the 150th anniversary
of the first church magazine ever pub-
lished. While religious magazines
have proliferated for centuries, it was
not until January 1859 that there
seems to be any clear evidence of a
local church getting in on the act.

Then the lively young vicar of St. Mi-
chael's, Derby, the Rev J Erskine
Clarke, had a brilliant idea... why not
have a magazine aimed at a parish? He jumped to supply it. Parish Maga-
zine was born, with Erksine Clarke as editor. He was still editing it at its
demise 37 years later.

This wasn't yet a fully local production. But it was an important first step.
'Parish Magazine' offered parishes a monthly 'kernel' of 16 pages to clad
in a 'shell' of their own material. There might be only four local pages, but
it was distributed under the local church's name.

The idea caught on. Sixty churches joined that first year alone, and were
thereby encouraged to start publishing even just a few pages of their own
each month. In its heyday, the 'Parish Magazine' insert was to be found in
some 200 parish churches in England.

Parish Magazine was written not for the committed church member, but
for the parishioners who didn't attend regular worship. It was evangelistic,
yes, but most of all it promoted the values of temperance and family life.
The first article in the first issue, 'Evenings at Home', evokes in five pages
the attractions of the domestic fireside over the public tavern.

Today, church magazines look quite different to 'Parish Life', and rightly so
- for one thing, parish life has changed in the last 150 years! But even so,
our magazine might not be here today if it had not been for Erskine Clarke
and his Parish Magazine, way back in 1869.

Here in St Molua’s, we keep all copies of CONTACT on file, and we can
go right back to the very first edition in the early months of the parish.
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Glue this star onto thin
card and carefully
cut out around

the outside.

FOLLOW THE STAR

The twelfth day after
Christmas, January 6th
is called ‘Epiphany’.

It's the time we
remember when
the ‘wise men’
came to
see Jesus,
They had seen
a bright star
that meant
the birth
of a king...

It is now
a template for
you to draw around.
* Uise the template
to draw 2 stars
onto thin card and
cut out, With the right
side facing, foid back
along the both centre
fines to make
‘mountain’ folds: A
+ Tum over to the back
and fold along the dotted
diagonal lines to make
valley' folds: V/
+ Decorate the stars.
+ Put the 2 stars
back to back and
glue together using the
tabs. « Gently squeeze
the mountain folds out and the
valley folds in to create a
three dimensional star.

... 50 they
followed that
star and it lead
to Jesus!

Read about the visit
of the wise men in
Matthew 2:1-2

Epiphany is the Greek word for
‘manifest’ which means 'to
show’.. God showing himself
through Jesus Christ

12



WHAT—NO PHOTOS?

Last month the photos in
CONTACT didn’t print out
quite as well as they should
have. We'’re talking to our
printers to try to resolve the
problem. Until then, we think
it best not to print poor quality
photos.

CHRISTMAS
WORSHIP

A word of thanks to all those who
helped to make our worship over
the Christmas period so meaning-
ful:

Robert and the Choir, who inspired
us at services such as the Service
of Nine Lessons and Carols and
the Midnight Eucharist; the chil-
dren of Tullycarnet Primary School
who sang so beautifully; our own
children, whose art work, together
with that of the school, helped to
beautify our church building for
worship on the Third Sunday of
Advent; all those who decorated
our building for Christmas, and
many others who played their part.

All efforts came together to help us
praise and worship the Almighty.

NEW FOR LENT!

‘I always make the
same resolution and |
have never once bro-
ken it: every year | re-
solve to give something
up for Lent and then
when Lent comes | give
up my New Year's resolution.”

Bible Facts

Abraham is the first person in the
Bible to be called a prophet.
(Genesis 20:7)

The ministry of the prophet
Jeremiah spanned the reigns of
five kings: Josiah, Jehoahaz,
Jahoiakim, Jehoiachin and Zede-
kiah.

In his Gospel account, St Mat-
thew mentions 22 times that Old

Testament prophecies have been
fulfilled.

When Jesus gave sight, it was a
sign that he was fulfilling what
God had promised the Messiah
would do. “Then the eyes of the
blind will be opened.” (Isaiah
35:5)

One of the Greek words used for
miracles in the New Testament is
dunamis (Acts 2:22) from which
we derive the word dynamite.
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OLD TESTAMENT

Answers on another page

Why didn’t the Israelites
starve as they wandered in
the desert?

Which Old Testament city
was destroyed when its
walls fell to the ground?
When Joshua destroyed
Jericho, he cursed any
man who might try to re-
build it. In 1 Kings, who
unwisely rebuilt the city?

In the Book of Judges, who
killed Sisera by driving a
tent peg through the tem-
ple of his head?

At which cave did 3,000
men try to kill Israel’s most
famous judge?

Which Old Testament char-
acter met his death when
he single-handedly de-
stroyed a Philistine tem-
ple?

14

10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

In which book of the Bible
does the account of Sam-
son’s death appear?

When Samson’s hair was
cut off, he lost his strength
for ever—true or false?
Who died suddenly when
he heard the news that the
Ark of the Covenant had
been captured by the Phil-
istines?

What were the names of
El’'s two sons who were
killed in battle against the
Philistines?

Which Old Testament char-
acter died when he was hit
on the forehead by a stone
from a sling?

Who narrowly escaped be-
ing killed when King Saul
threw a spear at him?

How did King Saul die?
Which Old Testament king
was warned of his immi-
nent death by the witch of
Endor?

Who was a close friend of
David and died with his
father Saul in a battle
against the Philistines?
What was the name of
Bathsheba’s husband
whose death in battle was
arranged by King David?



SURVEY SAYS
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them  happy.
ANSWERS Not Christmas!
This event is

1. God sent manna for recognised as

them to eat. a key time of

2. Jericho. stress for

3. Hiel of Bethel. nearly everyone except children.

4, Jael.

5. Etam. Resolving parish conflict is an-

6. S other key area of stress for many

7. The Book of Judges. clergy.

8. Fglse. Samson regalngd What makes you happy? It has
his strength when his | pheen said that if you seek happi-
hair grew again. ness as an end in and of itself, it

9. Eli. will elude you; but if you seek to

10. Hophni and Phineas. give happiness, you will find it.

11. Goliath.

12. David. Is your Rector happy? Always!!!

13. He was wounded in bat-
tle, then killed himself by
falling on his sword.

14. Saul.

15. Jonathan.

16. Uriah the Hittite.

All too often a man handles life as he does bad weather;
he whiles away the time as he waits for it to stop.
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painbow Rhymes

Poems and Promises to cut out and collect.

\
Follow the Star
Pop star®
Goldstar® 7,
tar of every show®

/

Bright star*

Rising star*

First sighted long ago*  {\
¥

True star®

World star*
Wise men found the way // :
\\ To Jesus * 0

Greatest star of all
Whose light still leads today*****

Q
When they saw the star, they were filled with joy!
(Matthew 2:10 NLT)

Poem by Daphne Kitching, Picture by Elaine Hill, Coloured by ..........c..........



