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FROM THE

RECTOR

Dear Parishioners,

St Mol ua‘'s is fo
have people who are prepared to
give to the life of our parish. |
value the strong faith of these
people, together with their leader-
ship, commitment and financial
support.

It is the faithful and consistent
giving of our people that allows us
to minister to our congregation
and the parish. Our giving is all
about our ministry; it is every ser-
vice we have, each sermon
preached, families welcomed, and
the Gospel of Christ proclaimed.
Ministry is every bereaved family
supported, each Communion to
the sick and housebound. Our
giving makes ministry possible.

2009 will be an important and de-
fining year for our parish. Just at
a time when in all our households
the —credit crun
bite, our parish family is facing an
enormous challenge.

We must immediately start to re-
place our heating system, as well
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as tackle essential work to the
three spires on the church. We
had originally hoped to start work
on the front end of the chapel, but
this may well have to be post-
poned as more urgent work takes
priority.

tunate enough t
There is no doubt that we will
have to raise a very large sum of
money to do this work.

Yes, some of the work can be
grant-aided, but a large amount
will have to be raised by our-
selves.

However, to complicate matters
further, our Freewill Offering has
been dropping steadily, largely
through the deaths of some of
our older and most faithful parish-
ioners.

This means that we have to
tackle the matter on two fronts.
We must fund-raise to generate
the finance required for a new
heating system and repairs to the
church, and we must also in-
crease the Freewill Offering to
fedtorei ogr ad¥lig €oirum the pag
ish (which we cannot do at pre-
sent).

| would emphasise that this work
cannot be postponed; it has to be



done now, and we have all got to
make the effort, for the sake of
our pari sh' s i
would ask you to read very care-
fully the letter from our office-
bearers on page 6, and other arti-
cles relating to our present chal-
lenge.

As to the actual figures, details
will unfold over the next few
weeks, but make no mistake: the
mountain is a big one—probably
the biggest we have tackled in my
t i me her e at
there have been some enormous
mountains during that time!) - but
with God, nothing is impossible;
we can do this, and | firmly be-
lieve that we will.

A church that is alive needs the
liberal, sacrificial support of those
who love it. Only a dead church
needs no sacrifice.

Please take some time to pray
about this matter, and thank you
once again for all that you do and
all that you give in the life and
ministry of our parish.

Your friend and Rector,

David Humphries
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We’ve managed to keep
most financial matters out
of CONTACT and out of
church notices for some

considerable time.

From now on you’ll hear
and read a lot about
money matters; please
take this on board—we
need your help!

$ »
A BOOK The ‘Rec-
o tor ‘s
FOR LENT e o
= reading this
Lent is a book from the St An-
dr ews Press —I
called —Easter:
about the Easter

The book uses extracts from the
writings of William Barclay to viv-
idly bring to life events of Holy
Week and Easter.

The price of the book is £6 and is
available now; take a copy from
the porch and pay Sheila or the
Churchwardens.

reco
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The Services
at St M

¥

February 2009

Sunday 1 February
Epiphany 4 (St Brigid)
8.00am Holy Communion
10.30am Parish Eucharist
30pm —Advent

Monday 2 February
Candlemas
10.30am Holy Communion

Thursday 5 February
7.30pm Prayers for Healing

Sunday 8 February
3rd Sunday before Lent
8.00am Holy Communion

10.30am Matins
6.30pm Evensong

Thursday 12 February
7.30pm Prayers for Healing

t

Sunday 15 February
2nd Sunday before Lent
8.00am Holy Communion
10.30am All-Age Worship
6.30pm Holy Communion

Thursday 19 February
7.30pm Prayers for Healing

Sunday 22 February
Sunday next before Lent
8.00am Holy Communion

10.30am Matins
6.30pm Evensong

Wednesday 25 February
Ash Wednesday
7.30am Penitential Service
with the Imposition of Ashes
10.30am Holy Communion
with the Imposition of Ashes
7.30pm Holy Communion

Thursday 26 February
7.30pm Prayers for Healing

Sunday 1 March
Lent 1
8.00am Holy Communion
10.30am Parish Eucharist
6.30pm Evensong



A LETTER FROM OUR OFFICE-BEARERS

Dear Parishioners

As most of you will be aware, we suffered a major failure of the church and
hall heating system on Christmas Eve. There have of course been break-
downs before, as mechanical or electrical parts have worn out, and this is only
to be expected from any system. However, this most recent event has brought
home to the Select Vestry that, after nearly 50 years of use, the present sys-
tem can no longer be depended upon to meet our weekly heating needs and
could fail permanently at any time.

The Select Vestry believes that to continue to spend money on expensive re-
pairs, which at best can now only be regarded as temporary, would not be a
good use of parish funds. We therefore intend to explore options for replacing
the existing heating systems in the church and the parochial hall as a matter
of urgency.

Both are large buildings which will require substantial installations irrespective
of the type of system or fuel (eg oil, gas or electricity) eventually chosen.
While the cost is therefore likely to be significant, the Select Vestry is anxious
that false economies are not made and that we should try to obtain the best
systems appropriate to the needs of the parish.

As also mentioned by the Rector in his monthly letter, a recent professional
inspection has revealed that the steel structure and the covering wooden shin-
gles (or tiles) of the three spires over the front of the church are in need of
urgent attention. Because of their height, regular maintenance has been diffi-
cult and full exposure to the elements, again over nearly 50 years, has left
these in poor condition. We have been advised that failure to address these
issues now could lead very quickly to structural and safety problems.

As the body responsible for maintaining the fabric of our church buildings, the
Select Vestry must of course take the lead in arranging to have these projects
carried out. However, we cannot do this alone, and certainly not without finan-



cial resources to pay the bills ! While it is not possible to confirm the cost of
the work until further professional advice is obtained, early indications are that
we should realistically prepare ourselves for a figure of around £100,000.

Yes, we hope to be able to secure some grants and the Select Vestry is al-
ready investigating this possibility. A large proportion of the money will still
however need to be raised by the parish and, as already mentioned by the
Rector, we need your support on two fronts.

Firstly, substantial fund raising activities need to be devised, arranged and
above all, supported. Parishioners can play key roles in all of these to varying
degrees but particularly by supporting the activities and encouraging their re-
lations, friends, neighbours, work colleagues etc to do likewise.

Secondly, we must increase our Freewill Offering income. Our present income
simply does not meet our annual expenditure. Money which has been ear-
marked in recent years for repair and maintenance work (including the Chapel
Screen) has had to be used instead to pay bills for electricity, oil, insurance,
water etc just to keep the parish running and our buildings open. As a result,
essential repair work is delayed further and becomes more expensive the
longer it is left.

Like the Rector, the Select Vestry does not underestimate the enormity of the
task ahead of us, nor the importance of it to the immediate future of our par-
ish. However, we do also believe that all this, and more, can be achieved with
your help and support.

Malcolm Stanley Meta Collinson
Hon Secretary Hon Treasurer
Rosemary Pulford Alison Wolseley

Rectords Churchwaogéeds Churchwar den



SUNDAY COFFEE

I't*s that ti me
rota for Sunday morning cof-
fee is currently in production
and should be available
shortly.

| would like to take this oppor-
tunity to thank all those who
willingly give their time to pro-
vide this valuable service
every week. It is appreciated
not only by

also by visitors to the parish.

| f I
the new rota, then please
speak to one of the Church-
wardens.

Frances

B

t he

don‘t see

COPY DEADLINE
for the March issue:

Sunday 8 February

a

\

CRECHE
ROTA

Sunday 1 February
Cathy Corbetta
Jean Hill

Sunday 8 February
Christine Johnston
Liz Keers

Sunday 15 February
All-Age Worship

Sunday 22 February
Judith Stewart
Maureen Henderson

A big thank you to all those who
take their turn on the Creche Rota.
If anyone else wants to be involved
in this essential task, or if you want
any information about the Creche,
just contact Judith Stewart on
9752 8975.



PARISH REGISTER OF
GENERAL

VESTRYPERSONS
TO BE OPEN FOR
REVISION

There will be a meeting of the Se-
lect Vestry following the Parish
Eucharist on Sunday 1 February
for the purpose of opening for revi-
sion the Parish Register of Gen-
eral Vestrypersons; the meeting
will be adjourned until Monday 16
February at 8.00pm, when the re-
vision will be completed and the
Register closed.

If you want to have a say in the
election of Select Vestry members
and other office-bearers, which is
carried out at the one meeting of
the General Vestry held each
year, your name must be on the
said register - you should fill in a
form, obtainable from the Church-
wardens, during the time the regis-
ter is open for revision.

This is the only time in the year
when the register can be revised,
and this is in accordance with the
Constitution of the Church of Ire-
|l and and t he I Di
ti ons. |

To be a General Vestryperson you
must be at least 18 and be contrib-
uting to parish funds by a record-

able means, e.g. through Freewill
Offering Envelopes.

There are separate forms for
those living inside and outside the
parish boundary - if in doubt, give
the Churchwardens your address
and they" 1l
form.

Those already on the General
Vestry do not need to fill in an-
other form - unless, for some rea-
son, they stopped contributing
their Freewill Offering and were
subsequently taken off the regis-
ter.

Our parish has a very long list of
people who are members of the
General Vestry, but relatively few
take the trouble to turn up at the
one meeting which is held each
year. We would encourage those
adults not registered to register
this year, and we hope and pray
that all those registered will come
to the meeting.

The actual date of the General
Vestry meeting is Monday 30
March; this year, unusually, it is

‘ being held before Easter.

The meeting always begins in
church at 7.15pm, with a celebra-
tion of the Eucharist.

produce



Holy Days

this month

1 February
ST BRIGID

Historical facts about this first ab-
bess of Kildare may be scarce, but
her Lives, written from the 7th cen-
tury, tell many anecdotes and mira-
cles which over the centuries have
become deeply rooted in Irish folk-
lore.

St Brigid came from a village near
Kildare, of parents of humble origin,
and is said to have been baptised
by St Patrick and become a nun at
an early age. She is credited with
founding the monastery of Kildare,
a powerful influence for Christianity
in Ireland.

The miracles attributed to St Brigid
show her to have been a woman of
great compassion and generosity.
There are stories of how she could
mulitiply food, especially butter, for
the poor. Other stories tell of her
changing her bath-water to beer, in
order to satisfy the thirst of unex-
pected visitors. Even her cows gave
milk three times the same day, to
enable visiting bishops to have
enough to drink!
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St Brigid's cult grew rapidly in Ire-
land, where it became second only
to that of St Patrick.

Even in England there were at
least nineteen ancient church
dedications in her honour (the
most famous is St Bride's Fleet
Street).

There is also St Bride's Bay, Dy-
fed, which underlines the strong
connection between Irish and
Welsh Christianity. St Brigid is
patron of poets, blacksmiths, and
healers. She is usually depicted
with a cow lying at her feet, which
recalls her phase as a nun-
cowgirl.

2 February
THE PRESENTATION OF
CHRIST IN THE TEMPLE
(Candlemas)

In bygone centuries, Christians
said their last farewells to the
Christmas season on Candlemas,
2 February. This is exactly 40 days
after Christmas Day itself.

In New Testament times 40 days
old was an important age for a
baby boy: it was when they made
their first 'public appearance'. Mary,
like all good Jewish mothers, went
to the Temple with Jesus, her first
male child - to "present him to the
Lord". At the same time, she, as a
new mother, was 'purified'. Thus
we have the Festival of the Presen-
tation of Christ in the Temple.



So where does the Candlemas bit
come in? Jesus is described in the
New Testament as the Light of the
World, and early Christians devel-
oped the tradition of lighting many
candles in celebration of this day.
The Church also fell into the cus-
tom of blessing the year's supply
of candles for the church on this
day - hence the name, Candle-
mas.

The story of how Candlemas be-
gan can be found in St Luke 2:22-
40. Simeon's great declaration of
faith and recognition of who Jesus
was is of course found in the Nunc
Dimittis, which is embedded in the
Office of Evensong in the West.

But in medieval times, Nunc Dimit-
tis was mostly used just on this
day, during the distribution of can-
dles before the Eucharist. Only
gradually did it win a place in the
daily prayer life of the Church

HERE TO WORSHIP

First church member

| didn't like the hymns much,
Or those modern tunes, did
you?

And as for All-Age Worship -
give me 1662!

Second church member
This worship is so boring,
Rigid, staid, un-free,

Old hymns, old prayers, old
everything,

So un-cool, so un-me!

Both members together
We really love you Father God,

And want to love you more,

So, please, will you remind us

Who this Act of Worship's for?
Daphne Kitching

AWorship the Lo
hi

and serve i m

[St Matt.4:10]




The worst thing in the world ¥

The worst thing in the world

Is when we have to go shoppmg
The worst thing about the worst thing in the world,
Is that when we do go shopping .
There is always someone my mother knows [T = =" o7
Who goes shopping at the same time, 1= i
And we always bump into her. T y .
Sometimes by the sugar, Uf% ’

Sometimes by the organic broccoli, —
Sometimes by the quilted toilet rolls, " —
(Twelve for the price of nine, /—// -7 o/r I =)
in Rose, Grape, Snowflake, Buttercup and Blueberry) | (56 L\Yars [/
But it atways happens, without fail. — Nyl
And then they talk, they talk, they talk. = § | =
Andmwait.wcwaitwewajt —— =20 (T

We might wander around for awhile, | 2@ i

Trying to take an interest in the thrills of the supelmarket, /A
Trying not to poke holes in the sugar bags,— \53, W=z 2 'rnm\ "\
Or rub the seedy bits off the broccoli, 74 h
Or demolish the toilet roll mountain. t
Hoping that whogver she meets
Will have laryngitis and can’t talk,
Or diarthoea and have to dash. al
Longing for the day everyone shops on the Internet
So that holidays and Saturdays A

‘Won't always be ruined -
By the worst thing in the world.

o\ j gin wana{-s
et e j t
N €°(5%€ST th lﬂj in the

e c.\r't"'L o that He hag'.,,

odf
6“3‘1&"‘:“&?3; NIV g 9

| =
l !
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WAKE UP TO THE BIBLE!

There's one in just about every home - on a shelf
behind the TV, or up in Granny's room. It's nor-
mally only got out when a crossword clue needs
to be solved, or someone's got a question wrong
on 'Who Wants to be a Millionaire?' It may be the
world's best-selling book, but if it is, it's the
world's least read best-seller. Even regular
churchgoers tend to keep it for Sundays, not for
the rough and tumble of everyday life.

And that's a pity, because for Christians the Bible is the primary key to
understanding ourselves, the world we live in, and our Creator. It is the
story of our search for God, and his search for us. Slowly, painfully, and
with dawning clarity the picture emerges.

First one tribe, then a nation, record in its pages their experience of God.
They don't always get it right, but it's an honest search and God rewards
it. Because, while people were searching for God, he was searching for
them. That's the Bible's story, which reaches its amazing climax in the
coming of Jesus, the Son of God. As St John's account of the Gospel puts
it, 'No one has ever seen God. It is God the only Son, who is close to the
Father's heart, who has made him known' (1:18).

See the Bible like that, and many of the problems people raise about it are
answered. Yes, there's a lot of violence and bloodshed. There are some
ideas about what men and women thought God wanted them to do, which
seem strange to us. But there is also the thrill of the search and the won-
der of discovery - above all, the amazing idea that the One who made us,
loves us.

Perhaps the time has come to rescue that copy of the Bible from the
bookshelf and take it seriously enough to read it. There are many helps
for those who want to start reading the Bible regularly, including daily
readings and notes. But the main thing is the intention. Many people will
say that they'd like to find out what's in the Bible 'one day'. Well, if it is
what it claims to be - the key to the search for truth - then it would be a
tragedy to have it in our homes and not even bother to find out what it
says. Perhaps 'one day' is now?




WE NEED
YOUR
RECIPES!

—Women Toget her|l are organisin
parish*s favourite recipes to c
ST MOLUA’S COOK BOOK!

We*d | ove it i f you would subm
pes to include a list of ingredients, a brief explanation of

how and what to do, maybe where the recipe came from,

etc. We will do the rest!

Ideally we would like to have the book printed, bound and
ready for sale at the Ladies
time is of the essence!

This is a project to which we can all contribute, young and
old. So get hunting for your best recipes, whether they be
starters, mains, sweets or snacks, and give them to the
Churchwardens before the end of February. Happy hunt-
ing!

Jenny.

14



WHAT ARE
PEOPLE LIKE

WHERE YOU LIVE?

A family was having to move house because of the husband's job. They'd
been living quite far away and were moving into our area. After much search-
ing, they found just the right house .

On their visit to make final arrangements, they asked the estate agent what
people were like around here. Since they'd never lived in these parts before,
they wanted to know what to expect.

The estate agent paused, and then asked: 'What are people like where you
live now?' They answered: 'Oh, they're awful; no one seems to want to help
anyone else, no one will stop for a chat. You can't rely on people, they're terri-
ble neighbours. We'll be glad to leave.'

The estate agent said: 'Sadly, they're exactly like that here, too.' And when the
new family moved in, sure enough, they found that it was true. No one helped
them, everyone kept themselves to themselves, and there was absolutely no
community spirit. They were as lonely as they'd been in their last house.

By chance, another family also had to move house to the same road up here
only a few weeks later. After much searching, they found just the right house.
On their last visit to make final arrangements, they asked the estate agent
what people were like around here. Since they'd never lived in these parts
before, they wanted to know what to expect.

The estate agent paused and asked: 'What are people like where you live
now?' The family answered: 'They're wonderful; we'll be so sorry to leave our
neighbours; everyone looks out for one another, and you can always rely on
people to help when needed. There is a real community spirit.'

The estate agent said: 'Well in that case I've got good news for you. The peo-
ple around here are exactly like that, too. * And when the second family
moved into the same area as the first family, they found that it was true. The
neighbours were lovely - people were welcoming and kind and reliable. The
new family were so happy to have moved there.

Jesus said: "As you judge others, so you will yourselves be judged; and what-
ever measure you deal out to others will be dealt to you."

So - what are people like where you live?
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CONFIRMATIO

Parents who wish their children
to be considered for Confirma-
tion should speak to the Rector
NOW. Even if you have spo-
ken to him before Christmas,
please do so again now.

Children are normally consid-
ered for Confirmation when
they reach the second year of
secondary education, but in
some cases they may be con-
sidered a year early.

f your child is older, and has

issed Confirmation in the past,
they may still join the Confirma-
tion class.

Confirmation is not just some-
thing that happens automati-
cally; children must attend all
the classes, and at the end of
the course, the Rector will de-
cide whether or not he will pre-
sent the child to the Bishop.

Please note that children will
not be admitted to classes
once the course has started.
The classes will take place on
Sunday mornings, after the
10.30am service; candidates
are required to attend church
weekly.

IF YOU WANT YOUR CHILD
TO BE CONSIDERED,
PLEASE ACT NOW!

MY FREEWILL OFFERING...

...is my expression of faith in the future.

...is my gesture of good will.

...is dedicated to God for the building of his kingdom on earth.




Iﬁ in 2009
Here are some suggestions to make your home more energy effi-
cient, reduce your carbon footprint and save money:

- '-J

@ Repl ac ebullzslwith ehergg-dfficient ones. The old-style
ones are being phased out soon anyway so why not make the sav-
ings sooner rather than later? They are more expensive but last up to
10 times longer using far less electricity so the initial outlay would be
recovered quickly.

@ Research shows that 1/ 3 of al |
eventually ends wup in | andfil/l [
dat e. What a waste of money and
sponsible next time we go food shopping. Check out
www.lovefoodhatewaste.com.

@ 2@ of the heat in our homes is lost through inadequate roof
insulation, easily solved by laying down 10 inches of insulation in the
attic. B&Q have a plentiful supply which just needs rolled out
(provided the attic is clear of junk!!).

@ Fix | eaking taps an dfireghdemral fieatmg d
make sure the boiler is well insulated to make a substantial saving in
fuel.

@ Turn off electrical appliance
—st-agd. | t does take that bit
come up but everything doe snrélax.
Check out www.standby-saver.co.uk. - You can buy a Standby save
mains adapter and switch everything off with one touch of the remote.

@ Put up curtains/blinds to redu
cially in these chilly months.

@ Turn down radiator thermostats
ing the heating temperature setting by 1 degree can make a notice-
able difference in fuel but not affect your comfort.



http://www.lovefoodhatewaste.com/
http://www.standby-saver.co.uk/

WHAT CAN | DO TO RELIEVE THE FINANCIAL
PRESSURE ON MY PARISH?

Consider these:

Increase your weekly Freewill Offering.
The price of everything goes up; many offerings to the church stay the
same; how can our parish possibly pay the bills?

Give some thought to making your offering by di-
rect debit.

That way we can receive your weekly ci
to church; we need to have money weekly.

Make a realistic donation towards the cost of a

new heating system, and Gift Aid it.

We must raise many, many thousands of pounds this year—we * | | gi ve
actual figures as soon as we can—so we need all the donations we can
get.

Support the many fund-raising activities we will

have during the course of this year.

Many of our fund-raising activities are good fun or beneficial to people in
other ways; they are also good social activiies—we need you and your
friends to support them.
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THE “CHRISTMAS DIFFICULTY”

This Christmas we encountered a great difficulty, when the heating sys-

tem in the church and parochial hall suffered a complete breakdown.

With the holidays in full swing and everywhere closed, there was nothing

we could do but stick it out until, for the following Sunday, our good friend

lan Urwin (of Castleward fame) came to the rescue with Mighty Furnace

No.1 (pictured bel ow). This was a gr ¢
to heat the church on its own.

After the holidays, with the heating system still in non-function mode, and

with engineers scratching their heads, we hired Mighty Furnace No.2,

which heated the church much more than our broken-down system did

when it was in full swing! Complemented by another smaller furnace and
several ot her heaters for t he parochi
during January.

David and Bernard with Mighty Furnace No. 1,
used to heat the church during part of

19



Just at the time of going to print we can tell you that our old system is
working again, but it is in a bad way, and could collapse at any time; so
the Select Vestry has decided to bring forward its replacement as a matter
of some urgency.

This, however, is not a straightforward matter, as you will read elsewhere
in this CONTACT.

In the meantime, tribute must be paid to Bernard Frieze, Malcolm Stanley,
lan Johnston, David Davies and the Rector, who gave up much of their
time travelling all over the countryside and arriving in church at 6am on
Sundays, in order to ensure that heating could be provided for services.
A very big thank you!

PRAYER

CHURCH OF IRELAND
GAZETTE

Would those who take the Ga-
zette please note that the price

has gone up to 60p. Would any-
one else be interested in taking

If a prayer can move a moun-
tain

If a prayer can stop a war,

If a prayer can foster love and
peace

Where hatred ruled before,

If a prayer can conquer hunger
If a prayer has power to heal,

If a prayer can mend division
Why are we so slow to kneel
Offering prayers up to our
maker,

Throughout each brand new day
To change things for the better,
In every kind of way?

the Gazette? Just have a word
with Audrey and she will order a
weekly copy for you.

FROM THE REGISTERS

CREMATION
12 December
Robert John (Jack) Blain
10A Cumberland Park

9 January
Robert Sydney Swan
29 Gortin Park



PRAY FOR
PERSECUTED

CHRISTIANS

6 Remember

t hose

INTERNATIONAL

THE VOICE OF THE PERSECUTED CHURCH

i n prison as-

prisoners, and those who are ill-treated as if you yourselves

wer e

s uf {Hebn3i3)n g .

o

NORTH AFRICAPray for indige-
nous Christians who form a tiny
minority in the Islamic nations of
North Africa. Open Christian wit-
ness is often not possible, and
many believers meet in secret.

EGYPT The constitution gives
preference to Muslims, and
Christians are treated as second-
class citizens, denied political
representation, and discriminated
against in employment. Pray
especially for believers from a
Muslim background, who face
the greatest pressures.

ALGERIA In 2006 the govern-
ment passed a presidential order
that requires all non-Muslim
groups to register and be offi-
cially approved in order to oper-
ate. Pray for wisdom for church
leaders.

NIGERIATwelve northern states
have imposed strict Sharia

21

(Islamic) Law, and Christians face
ongoing civil conflict in Plateau
state. Pray for believers who
have lost loved ones in the vio-
lence.

SUDAN  The long-running civil
war between north and south
ended in 2005. Pray that the
Comprehensive Peace Agree-
ment holds, and for the rebuilding
of the nation. The pressure on
Christians living in the north is
particularly severe.

COLOMBIA Pray for Christians
and pastors who face violence
from paramilitary groups and
those behind the huge trade in
illegal drugs. Pray especially for
the churches in rebel-controlled
areas.

ERITREA The autocratic govern-
ment has closed many churches,
and imprisoned and tortured lead-
ers and believers. Pray for the



many Christians being detained.

SAUDI ARABI/ray for Church in
this country, where all religions
other than Islam are forbidden.
Anyone involved in evangelism,
or who converts to Islam, faces
jail, expulsion or execution.

MALDIVES This holiday destina-
tion in the Indian ocean is one of
the least evangelised nations on
earth. There is a legal ban
against any religion other than
Sunni Islam. Pray that Christians
may have wisdom as they prac-
tise their faith.

SRI LANKAIn recent years mili-
tant Bhuddists, who feel threat-
ened by the growth of Christian-
ity, have encouraged the destruc-
tion of churches, and attacks
against individuals. Ask God to
protect churches, especially in
remote rural areas.

INDIA Pray for all Christians and
church leaders who have suf-
fered violence at the hands of
Hindu militants, who want a
Hindu-only India. Several states
have introduced anti-conversion
laws. Pray that these will not be
used against Christians.

BURMA The Military junta rules
Burma with an iron rod, and
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maintains control over all reli-
gious activity. Pray for the
spread of GGibidille
gal to print or import Bibles in

indigenous languages.

INDONESIA Militant  Islamic
groups have previously orches-
trated a jihad against Christians
in some areas, killing thousands,
and destroying hundreds of
churches and homes. Pray for
Christians who are increasingly
being marginalised in society.

VIETNAMThe communist regime
claims to uphold religious free-
doms, yet continues to repress
unregistered churches. Pray es-
pecially for believers among the
Hmong and Montagnard people
groups, who face the most in-
tense persecution.

LAOS Religious groups must
gain state approval for evangel-
ism, printing religious literature,
and owning or building places of
worship. Pray that the govern-
ment will ease restrictions on the
Church.

www.releaseinternational.org
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Answers on another page

What name is given to the
festival that celebrated the
gathering in of the wheat
harvest?

By which trees was Abra-
ham sitting when he was
visited by angels?

In the parable, what kind of
seed, when it is full-grown,
offers shelter to the birds?
Who died in the Field of
Blood?

In the Parable of the Vine-
yard Workers, how much
was each worker paid?
Who allowed Ruth to glean
in his fields?

In what way was an oak
tree instrumental in the
death of Absolom?

Which king wanted posses-
sion of Nabot
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Who had a vision of an an-
gel standing among the
myrtle trees?

Which fruit, the size of an
orange, is embroidered
round the edge of the High
Priest"®s
In ancient Israel, with which
oil were kings and priests
anointed?

Who had an almond rod
that flowered and produced
fruit overnight?

In the Book Genesis, who
had a dream that there
would be seven years of
plenty followed by seven
years of famine?

In the Parable of the
Sower, what happened to
the seed that fell on the
path?

What name is given to the
last tree mentioned in the
Bible?

In which garden was Jesus
arrested?

Jesus' t omb
den—true or false?

Who sold a field and gave
all the money to the Apos-
tles?

What type of tree is Geth-
semane most famous for?
Which king was driven
away from his people and
ate grass like cattle?

robe?
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Pentecost

The great trees of Mara

Mustard

Judas Iscariot

A denarius (the usual

daily wage)
Boaz

-
B
B
QUIZ

a b wN B

BLE®.

His head got caught in an
oak tree as he was escap-
ing his enemies on his

mule
King Ahab
The prophet Zechariah
Pomegranate

11 Olive oil

12 Aaron

13 Pharaoh

14 Birds took it

15 The Tree of Life

16 The Garden of Geth-
semane

17 True

18 Barnabas

19 Olive

20 Nebuchadnezzar

Our first meeting in February is on

12t h, and is ent
Nigeria." The s
Geraldine and Professor Tanya

McCance. Sister Geraldine has
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worked as a nurse in Nigeria for
many years, and has now retired.
Tanya went out to Nigeria to do
some hands-on nursing with Sister
Geraldine; they will tell us of some
of their experiences.

On 26 February Dr Clifford Smith
wi | | tell us abo
WIth recent interest in all things
Titanic, and with the development
of the Titanic Quarter, this talk
should appeal to most people.

tled _Healthcare

Vg pvaujd dike gsymany a5 possiy

ble to attend these February meet-
ings, and also bring along their
friends.
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